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% ppm % ppm Notes - 1
circa 1900 to 1940 50% 500,000         50% 500,000    Pb oxide used as pigment
1940 to 1955 ? ?

1955 through early 1970s 1%             10,000 50%      500,000 
1955 voluntary standard by 
industry for interior paint

1971 law (effective 1978) 1% 10,000           1% 10,000      
? 0.5% 5,000              0.5% 5,000         

1978-2009 0.06% 600                 0.06% 600            
CSPC regulation, effective Feb. 
27, 1978 - last date of 
manufacture

2009 - 0.009% 90                   0.009% 90              Current federal regulation

2000 0.5% 5,000              0.5% 5,000         1.0 mg/cm2 lead on surface

Interior Exterior

Lead-based Paint



Questions?

Charlie Alpers
U.S. Geological Survey

cnalpers@usgs.gov

916-591-3134

mailto:cnalpers@usgs.gov
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