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* This presentation is being recorded. The slides and recording will be posted to
epa.gov/cleanschoolbus as soon as they are processed for posting.

* All attendees are in listen-only mode. Audio is available through your computer speakers or by
phone. The presenter will ask you to come off mute if applicable.

0 e transcription:/Live captioning is available by clicking the “Live Transcript” icon.

* Live interpretation: Live Spanish interpretation is available by clicking the “Interpretation” icon and
selecting Spanish. Click “Mute Original Audio” to mute English audio when listening in Spanish.

* Questions: Use the Q&A feature to ask questions during the presentation. We will address as many
as possible after the presentation. If we are unable to answer your question at this time, we will list
all questions and answers in the Q&A document available on our website. You can also submit
written questions to the EPA Clean School Bus Program helpline at cleanschoolbus@epa.gov.

J hat is disabled, but the presenters might share links through the chat feature.

* Reactions: Reactions are enabled for you to interact with the presenter.


http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
mailto:cleanschoolbus@epa.gov
mailto:cleanschoolbus@epa.gov
https://epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
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Esta presentacion es grabada. Las diapositivas y la grabacidn se publicaran en epa.gov/cleanschoolbus tan pronto sean
procesadas para su publicacidn.

Todos los asistentes se encuentran solo en modo escucha. Hay audio disponible a través de los altoparlantes de su
computadora o por teléfono. El presentador le pedira que quite el silencio si corresponde.

* ITranscripcion en vivo:Hay subtitulos disponibles haciendo clic en el icono “Live Transcript” [Transcripcién en vivo].

Interpretacion en vivo: Hay interpretacion en espafiol disponible haciendo clic en el icono “Interpreting” [Interpretacién]
y seleccionando el espafiol. Haga clic en “Mute Original Audio” [Silenciar audio original] para silenciar el audio en inglés al
escuchar en espaniol.

Preguntas: Use la funcién Q&A [preguntas y respuestas] para hacer preguntas durante la presentacién. Abordaremos
todas las que sea posible después de la presentacion. Si no podemos contestar su pregunta en este momento,
anotaremos todas las preguntas y respuestas en el documento Q&A correspondiente disponible en nuestro sitio web.
Puede también enviar preguntas por escrito a la linea directa de ayuda del Programa de Autobuses Escolares Limpios de
la EPA en cleanschoolbus@epa.gov.

- Se encuentra inhabilitado el chat, pero los presentadores podrian compartir enlaces a través de la funcién de chat.

* Reacciones: _as reacciones estan habilitadas para que usted interactue con el presentador.


http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
mailto:cleanschoolbus@epa.gov
mailto:cleanschoolbus@epa.gov
https://epa.gov/cleanschoolbus

Live Transcription/  Ljve Spanish Interpretation
Transcripcion simultanea | Interpretacion simultanea
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Next Steps and Resources



Under Title XI: Clean School Buses and Ferries, the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) provides $5 billion over
five years (FY22-26) for the replacement of existing school
buses with zero-emission and clean school buses.

These new clean school bus replacements will produce
either zero or low tailpipe emissions compared to their
older diesel predecessors.

Overview of
the Clean

School Bus School bLfS upgrades fL[nded unde.r this program‘will resultin
cleaner air on the bus, in bus loading areas, and in the

Pro gram communities in which they operate.

The first funding opportunity was the 2022 Clean School Bus
Rebate Program. The second funding opportunity is the 2023
Clean School Bus Grant Program Notice of Funding
Opportunity (NOFO), which opened on April 24, 2023, and will
close on August 22, 2023.

EPA B




EPA anticipates awarding approximately $400 million in CSB funding under this

FY23 Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO).
2023 CSB

Grant This NOFO includes two sub-programs, one for school district and Tribal
applicants (School District Sub-Program: 15-50 buses) and one for third-party
applicants benefitting at least four school districts (Third-Party Sub-Program: 25-

Program 100 buses).

[ ]
over\”ew Eligible activities include the replacement of existing internal-combustion engine
(ICE) school buses with electric, propane, or compressed natural gas (CNG)
school buses, as well as the purchase and installation of electric vehicle supply
equipment (EVSE) infrastructure.

EPA is prioritizing applications that will replace buses serving high-need local
education agencies, Tribal school districts funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs
or those receiving basic support payments for students living on Tribal land, and
rural areas. EPA is committed to ensuring the CSB Program delivers on the
Justice4o Initiative to ensure that at least 40% of the benefits of certain federal
investments flow to disadvantaged communities.

e Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
\’ For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS


http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
https://Grants.gov

School District

Prioritization
Status

Buses serving
school districts
that meet one or
more
prioritization
criteria

Buses serving
school districts
that are not
prioritized

CSB Funding per Replacement Bus

Replacement Bus Fuel Type and Size

ZE* — Class 7+

Up to0 $395,000
(Bus + Charging
Infrastructure)

Up to
$250,000

(Bus + Charging
Infrastructure)

ZE* - (Class3-6 CNG-
Class 7+

Up to $315,000 Upto
(Bus + Charging  $45,000
Infrastructure)

Up to $195,000 Upto
(Bus + Charging  $30,000
Infrastructure)

CNG -
Class 3-6

Up to
$30,000

Up to
$20,000

Propane -
Class 7+

Up to
$35,000

Up to
$25,000

Propane —
Class 3-6

Up to
$30,000

Up to
$20,000

*Funding levels include combined bus and EV charging infrastructure. Recipients have flexibility to determine the split
between funding for the bus itself and the supporting infrastructure.

wEPA

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET.

For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus.

Vehicle and Infrastructure
Costs: Eligible project costs
include the purchase price
of eligible vehicles as
shown on this slide and
electric vehicle supply
equipment (EVSE)
infrastructure for new
electric buses

Project Implementation '
Costs: Eligible additional
project costs also include
those costs directly related
to the implementation,
management, and oversight
of the project. Please refer
to the NOFO for additional
specific information.

EPA CLEAN
SCHOOL BUS



http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
https://Grants.gov

SCHOOL BUS

Eligible Expenses

\e’EPA Infrastructure Funding Restrictions [ EPA CLEAN ]

Non-Eligible Expenses

Utility Distribution
Network iii

Transformer

f
2R

Battery Energy Storage
Systems Renewable On-site Power

Generation Systems

Electric Panel

A

|
|
Electric Meter I
|

< Utility Side of Meter Fleet Side of Meter >

* EPA funding for infrastructure is limited to the fleet’s side of the meter. May include installation, upgrades (including software and telematic
equipment) and permits. Funds may also be used for battery energy storage systems (BESS) associated with new electric school buses, and
renewable on-site power generation systems to power the buses and equipment, if on the fleet side of the meter.

= All Level 2 charging infrastructure purchased under this program must be EPA ENERGY STAR certified chargers. EPA recommends that all other
charging infrastructure (e.g. DC Fast-Charge) purchased under this program be listed by a Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory (NRTL).

Charging
Infrastructure Unit



https://www.energystar.gov/products/other/ev_chargers

Utility Engagement Pledge

A primary barrier school districts are facing is uncertainty around charging infrastructure
t@'_%o deployment and how to engage with electric companies
* Installation of charging infrastructure can undergo long lead times and requires
close coordination with the local utility

districts through a Utility Pledge that includes:
* Facilitating Communication Between Electric Providers and School Districts
* Providing Technical Support and Assistance
* Increasing Funding and Deployment

% EPA is working with national electric utility company organizations to support school

Additional information on the Utility Pledge and other technical assistance resources are
available on: epa.gov/cleanschoolbus technical assistance

EPA CLEAN
SCHOOL BUS


https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-technical-assistance

wEPA
Filling out your Grant Forms

Christopher Kent
Office of Grants and Debarment
National Policy, Training, & Compliance Division



First thing first:

¢Read the NOFO and Q&A doc, Check ':
“the Terms and Conditions, if you still
\ \
have questions contact your Regional
Staff or cleanschoolbus@epa.gov



mailto:cleanschoolbus@epa.gov

Fill out the Forms:

Application Documents

The EY23 CSB Grants NOFO includes information on how to prepare and submit an application
package. The application package must be received by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on August 22, 2023.
Please refer to Appendix B in the NOFO for an Application Submission Checklist to ensure that all
required materials have been included in your application package.

Standard Form SF 424 (3 — Application for Federal Assistance

Standard Form SF 424A [ - Budget Information

EPA Form 4700-4 [ - Pre-Award Compliance Review

EPA Key Contacts Form [ - Key Contacts Form

F

2023 CSB Grants Sample Project Narrative (docx) (694.08 KB, April 2023)

2023 CSB Grants Program Utility Partnership Template (docx) (643.61 KB, April 2023)

2023 CSB Grants Third Party Approval Certification (docx) (635.72 KB, April 2023)

2023 CSB Grants Priority Area List (pdf) (591.4 KB, April 2023)

2023 CSB Grants Prioritization Self-Certification Instructions (pdf) (220.29 KB, April 2023)

2023 CSB Grants Fleet Description Template (xlsx) (80.52 KB, April 2023)

2023 CSB Grants Prioritized School District List (pdf) (2.57 MB, April 2023)

[ ]
rPrrrerrerimDror

2023 CSB Grants Prioritized School District Detailed List (xlsx) (751 KB, April 2023)




Expiration Date: 123142022

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

1. Type of Submission; "2 Type of Appiication: " If Revision, sslect appropriate ielens)
Sta n da I’d [] Preappication 5] New |
FO rm-424 E Application D Continuaticn * CHther {pecify):
[] ChangediComected Application | [ ] Revision | |
" 3. Date Recelved 4. Applcant Identfier.
4. Federal Enifly [dentler 3b. Federal Award [dentifler:

Stats Uss Only:

. Dale Receivad wsnm:: 7. State Applcation identer |

& APPLICANT INFORMATION:

3. Legd Mame:

AZ Divimion of Envirommsntal Policy

. EmployenTanpayer [dentification Number [EINTIN);

Befer to 53AM.gov for informatiom
§5-555558 |

e T on transition from DUNS to UEL.

EPA




d. Addrass:

Streatt 122 Grand Canyon Road |
Sreetr | |

" Ciy: |'_;'.'=. Falls

County/Parish; |3='2' Count

" Gtater |14..'_ Arizona |
Province: |

" Counry: |'.'3:-.: UHITED STRTES |

" Zp 1 Postal Cote: [£3 264

8. Organizational Unit

Diepartment Name:

Divislon Mame:




I. Name and contact Informatlon of person to be contactsd on mattars Involving this application:

Prefty: Wy "FIrst Mame: o1y

Middiz Name:

S

THie: |3=ction Director

Crganizatonal Affiation;

" Telephone NUmber. [a]g-4p2-024F Fax Number:

"Emal | waterfaz.org

EPA



SAMPLE SECTION B - BUDGET CATEGORIES

6. Object Class Categories GRANT PROGRAM, FUNCTION OR ACTIVITY Total
() [@ @ 5)
Standard
Fot?r? 4azr4A rederl

a. Personnel s ‘l s | Ifs | [ 23,431 |

b. Fringe Benefits ‘l | | I | | 7,264 |

¢ Trave T | | I I A

d. Equipment [ = | | | | | | 2300 ]

e. Supplies [ e | | | | | 7325 |

f. Contractual ‘l | | I | | 156,720 |

g Construction E— | | | | | |

h. Other [ oo ]| | | | | | ats11]

i. Total Direct Charges (sum of 6a-6h) l:”l | | | | $| |

J Indirect Charges T | | | s 400 |

k. TOTALS (sum of 6i and 6j) S ‘ $ Js | [ 281673 |

7. Program Income $ I:I $ I I $ I I $| |

Authorized for Local Reproduction Standard Form 424A (Rev. 7- 97)

Prescribed by OMB (Circular A -102) Page 1A

EPA



EPA Form

4700-4

OMEB Conirol Mo, 2030.0020
Agproval expires 08/30/2024

Preaward Compliance Review Report for
All Applicants and Recipients Requesting EPA Financial Assistance
Mobe: Read Instructions before compleling fonmm.

This collecinm of mirrmben = approved by OME umder lhe Paperwork Boduction Acl, 44 US.C 3500 o seg. (OME Conirel Mo, 030-002F1. Responses Lo this oolloclion of miemaison
are rouuined o odbilain an asistases ggreement (40 CFR Part 30, 33 CFR Part 31, and 30 CFR Part 33 for asands made prioe o December 26, DH 4, and 2CFR 200, 2 CFR. 15080, and 0 CFR
Fard 33 ffor swands made afler Deccmber 26, 20041 An agency’ oy mel conduc] or sponsor, and @ porson el moyuined ke rospond 1o, s collo
walid (B comtr| member. The publs: reporting: s recondicrping bueden (e this collection of mionmason = cstmaiod e (U5 bours peee
Eor this infoemalion, the sy of the provaled bunden cilimales ind sy sugpoiod methods G mmiming repondenl biedo, lo the Rogpilstoey Support Divisoen Dinccion, LS
(ZEZIT), L1000 Pormeyivanm Ave., NW, Washmpion, 00T 04600 Inclade the OME o 1 number moany corespondence. Do oot soned the compleied

o[ informalen. o i Seplys o camenlly
purss. Send comments on the A gency's necd

Envaronmenial Protecizon Agerecy
farm ke e addreas

1. & Applicant’Recipient (Mame, Address, City, State, Zip Coda)

Name: [ ]

Address:

City: | J

Siala: [ Zip Code: [ I

B. Unique Entity ldentifier (LEI): |_ |

C. Applicant/Recipient Paint of Contact
Mame: Phone: Email: ]
Title:




EPA Form

4700-4

L Lzt all pending civil dghts lawsuits and administrative complaints filed under foderal law sgainst the applicantirecipient that allage discrimination
based on race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. (Do not include employment complaings, unless covered by 40 CF.R Parts § and T.)

. List all ciwil rights lawsuits and administrative complaints decided against the applicant'recipient within the last year that allaged
discrimination under federal law based on race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability and enclose a copy of all decisions. Pleasa
describe all corrective actions taken. (Do not inclede employment complaints, unless covered by 40 C.F.R. Parts B and 7.)

V.  Listall civil ights compliance reviews of the applicantirecipient conducted under federal nondiscrimination kaws by any federal agency within
th last teeo yoars and enclose a copy of the review and any decizions, orders, or agreements basad on the review. Please describe any cormective




EPA Form

4700-4

VL |z the applicant requesting EPA assistance for new construction? If no, procesd to VIE if yes, answer (a) andior (b) below.
D"r’r: :I Mo

a. If the grant iz for new construction, will all new facilities or alerations to existing facilities be designed and constructed to be readily
accessible to and usable by persons with disabilities? If yes, proceed to VII; if no, proceed to Yijbj.

__ Yes jHu

b. If the grant is for new construction and the new facilities or alterations to existing facilities will not be readily accessible to and usable
by persons with disabilities, explain how a regulatory exception (48 C.F.R. 7.70) applies.

Wil. Dwes the applicantirecipient provide initial and continuing notice that it does not discriminate on the basis of || Yes | Mo
raca, color, national origin, sax, age, or disability in its program or sctivities'? (40 CF R 8140 and T 98)

a. Do the methods of notice sccommodate those with impaired vision or hearing 7 | Yes | Mo

b I= the notice posted in a prominent plasce on the applicant's/recipient’s websita, in the offices or facilities or, | Yes | He

for education programs and activities, in appropriate periodicals and other writben communications?
. Does the notice identify a designated civil rights coordinator? j Vs j Mo

EPA



g OMB Confrol Mo. 2020-0020
\." Approval expires 06302024

EPA KEY CONTACTS FORM

This callection of information is approved by OMB under the Paperwork Reduction Act, 44 U.8.C. 3501 ct soq. (DMB Control Na, 2030-0020). Responscs o this collection of information
are requined to obtain an sssistance agreement (40 CFR: Part 30, 40 CFR Part 31, and 40 CFR Part 33 for awands made prior to December 36, 1014, and 2 CFR 200, 2 CFR 1500, and 40 CFR.
Part 33 for awards made afier December 26, 2014). An agency may not conduct or spoesar, and a persan is not required to respond o, a colloction of information unless it displays a currently

valid OMB control number. Th:MlxrepﬂungmdmldkeqmshahfarMmmﬂnﬁﬂmmnlsuuwmhﬂsbmwmSendmmmmmduﬁgm:nud
ey On ac S fior this information, the sccumcy of the provided burden estimates and any d methods: for mis dent burden to the Regulatory Support Division Director, US.

Environmental Protection Agency (2821T), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, I.C. 20460. Include the OMB control number in any correspondence. Do not send the completed

Form R

Authorized Representative: Original awards and amendments will be sent to this individual for review and acceptance, unless
otherwise indicated.

HName: Prefix: First Name: | Middle Name: I
Last Name: | | Suffix: l:l

Title: |

Complete Address:

Streett: | |

Streetz: | ]

City: | | state: |

Zip 1 Postal Code: | | country: | ]
Phone Number: | Fax Numbar: [ ]
E-mail Address: |

Payee: Individual authorized fo accept payments.

Mame: Prefix: I First Name: | Middle Nama:|
Last Mame: | | Suffix: l:l

Title: |

Complete Address:

Streett: | |

streetz: | |

City: | | state: | |

Zip  Postal Code: ] Country: I |
Phone Number: | Fax Number: |

E-mail Address: ]



Project Narrative

A complete application requires a
project narrative (work plan).

The project narrative must align with
the proposed budget, and

contain milestones, and measurable
outputs and outcomes.

EPA



Exceptions to the Grants.gov Submission Requirement

Exceptions to the Grants.gov Submission Requirement
Only utilize this option when experiencing extreme difficulty with Grants.gov
The Office of Grants and Debarment must provide authorization to use waiver

. EPAI elncourages applicants not to wait to submit proposals. Start and submit
early!

Still required to have a SAM.gov registration

 RAIN-2020-G04-R1 Establishment of Standards for Submission of
Administrative and Financial Assistance Agreement Forms/Documents
with Electronic or Digital Signatures by Email

* Policy states to use electronic signature system, such as DocuSign or Adobe Pro,
to sign documents

* Typed name/date will not be accepted

EPA


https://www.epa.gov/grants/exceptions-grantsgov-submission-requirement
https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2020-g04-r1
https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2020-g04-r1
https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2020-g04-r1
https://Grants.gov
https://Grants.gov

Training, Guidance, and Help

CSB SAM.gov and Grants.gov Overview Webinar from June 1, 2023
EPA Grants Website

EPA Grants Management Training for Applicants and Recipients

How to Develop a Budget

Budget Development Guidance
EPA Grants Webinars

SAM.gov — Get Started
e SAM.gov helpdesk

* Grants.gov Helpdesk (or call 1-800-518-4726)

 EPA General Terms and Conditions

20


https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/events-related-clean-school-bus-program#past_events
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/events-related-clean-school-bus-program#past_events
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients
https://www.epa.gov/grants/how-develop-budget
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2019-05/documents/applicant-budget-development-guidance.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-webinars
https://sam.gov/content/help
mailto:support@grants.gov
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-general-terms-and-conditions-effective-october-1-2022-or-later
https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration

Popular Q&A

www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-

program-grants#Q&A

cleanschoolbus@epa.gov  epa.gov/cleanschoolbus



https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants#Q&A
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants#Q&A
mailto:cleanschoolbus@epa.gov
http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus

Answer:
Applicants applying through the School District Sub-
Program (i.e., public school districts, public charter school
districts, and Indian Tribes, Tribal Organizations, or Tribally-
controlled schools) must replace 15 to 50 buses. Applicants
Question - 1.7 applying through the Third-Party Sub-Program (i.e.,
How many nonprofit school transportation associations and eligible
buses can be contractors, including Original Equipment Manufacturers
replaced? (OEMs), dealers, school bus service providers, and private
school bus fleets) must replace a total of 25 to 100 buses,
that combined serve at least four school district
beneficiaries. Applicants may only submit one application
per EPA Region (but may submit applications to multiple
Regions).

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS



http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
https://Grants.gov

Question - 2.16
Our school has a
small fleet (less

than 15 buses) and
therefore cannot
meet the School
District Sub-

Program bus

minimum
requirements. How
could we
participate in the
Clean School Bus
Program?

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET.
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus.

Answer:

Applicants in the School District Sub-Program must request a minimum
of 15 school buses and can request up to a maximum of 50 school buses. If

a public school district or Tribal applicant (as defined in Section III.A of the
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)) cannot meet the 15-bus minimum,
they may still participate in the CSB Grant Program by partnering with a
third party (as defined in Section IIl.A of the NOFO). The third party
would be the direct applicant and would have to apply for a minimum of
25 buses to serve at least 4 school district beneficiaries. Under this
option, the requested school buses could be split in such a way that one
of the school districts only replaces one or two buses (there is no
minimum number of buses required per school district beneficiary as long
as the total number of buses for the third-party grant is between 25 and
100). Alternatively, you could wait and apply to the 2023 CSB Rebate
Program once it opens later this year. EPA encourages school districts to
consider which competition structure best suits their needs.

EPA CLEAN
SCHOOL BUS


http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
https://Grants.gov

Question - 2.20
Can two or more Answer:

school districts No, two or more school districts may not apply together under the

apply together to School District Sub-Program. However, they may wish to consider
meet the 15-bus partnering with a third-party. In that scenario, the third-party would be the
minimum under direct applicant and would have to apply for a minimum of 25 buses to
the School District serve at least 4 school district beneficiaries.

Sub-Program?

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS


http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
https://Grants.gov

Question - 2.31
If a school district
does not qualify as
a disadvantaged
community under
one or more
prioritizations, can
they still apply?

Answer:

Yes, school districts that do not meet any of the prioritization criteria
listed in the 2023 CSB Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) are eligible

to apply.

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS


http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
https://Grants.gov

Question - 2.38
If a third-party
applicant doesn't
have four school
district beneficiaries
that would like to
move forward with
clean school bus
replacements, can

Answer:

No. Third-Party Sub-program applicants must serve at least four school
district beneficiaries to be eligible for funding under the 2023 CSB Grant
Program.

they apply with less
than four school
district beneficiaries

as long as the
number of buses
applied for is 25 or
more?

e Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
\ ’ For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS



http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
https://Grants.gov

Answer:

No, funding under this Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) cannot be
used for the purchase of vehicles to expand a fleet. Scrappage is a key
component of this program as it reduces the number of diesel buses in

use, and there is a scrappage requirement for the vast majority of
applicants. Applicants with model year 2010 and older diesel buses must
scrap a bus for each new replacement bus funded by the Clean School Bus
(CSB) Program. Applicants with no model year 2010 or older diesel bus,
Can we expand our who are seeking to purchase a ZE bus, may alternatively scrap, sell, or
fleet with new donate (1) a 2010 or older non-diesel internal combustion engine bus or (2)
buses? a model year 2011 or newer diesel or non-diesel internal combustion
engine bus for each new replacement bus funded by the CSB program.

Question - 3.13

In a limited number of circumstances, applicants applying through the
School District Sub-Program only may request an exception of the bus
scrappage requirement at the time of application. Please see Section
[11.D.4.i of the Notice of Funding Opportunity for additional details on fleet
expansion limitations.

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS



http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
https://Grants.gov

Answer:

Question - 3.21 Applications must include projects which target school buses. For the
Are school fleets 2023 CSB Grant Program, "school bus" is defined as a passenger motor
made of vehicles vehicle designed to carry a driver and more than 10 passengers, that the
other than school Secretary of Transportation decides is likely to be used significantly to
buses (known as transport preprimary, primary, and secondary school students to or from

“white fleets”) school or an event related to school. School buses being replaced must
b4 o el sy . . . .
also meet the eligibility requirements detailed in Section I11.D.1 of the
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO).

eligible for funding?

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS
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Question - 4.3
If my school falls
under two Answer:
prioritized No. School districts that meet one or more of the prioritization criteria

categories, will | listed in the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) are equally prioritized.
receive preference

over schools with
only one prioritized
category?

(o) Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
\__/ g g
\ ’ For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL Bus
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Answer:

An applicant may be eligible to self-certify the school district’s low-income
prioritization status if the district is (1) Title | funded and does not have
SAIPE data OR (2) Title | funded and very large (defined as having more
Question - 4.10: If a than 45 schools or more than 35,000 students). Very large school districts
school district is not (as described in the second category) may either: (A) apply on behalf of
identified in EPA’s Title | sub-districts or individual schools if buses would be used primarily
for those Title | schools/sub-districts OR (B) apply for the entire district if
that district is at least 80% Title | schools. See the Prioritization Self-
is the process to self- Certification Instructions, which can be found on the CSB Grants webpage,
certify their for details on these options.
prioritization status?

Prioritized List, what

Note: Applicants are not able to self-certify that school districts are
prioritized under the other prioritization categories (rural, Bureau of
Indian Affairs-funded, or receiving basic support payments for children
residing on Indian land).

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS
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Question - 4.13
How are evaluation
criteria points for

prioritized school Answer:
districts calculated Third-party applicants will receive prioritization points based on the
for third-party number of buses in the grant serving prioritized school districts.

applications with a
combination of
prioritized and non-
prioritized districts?

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS
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Question - 5.23
Are additional costs

(personnel, fringe Answer:
benefits, travel, etc.)

Funding beyond the per-bus levels listed in Table 1is available for project
included in the per- implementation costs (i.e., costs directly related to the implementation,

bus funding amounts management, and oversight of the project, including personnel, fringe
listed in Table 1, or benefits, and travel costs (see Section 111.D.4.b of the NOFO)).

are those costs
additional?

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS
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' Answer:
Question - 6.9

e Multiple applications may be submitted to replace buses serving the
Can a school district

same school district, but each bus may only appear on one application.
appear on more than For example, if a school district that owns school buses also contracts
one application? with a private bus fleet for student transportation services, the school
district and the private bus fleet may submit separate applications as long
as each application contains unique buses for replacement.

e Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
\ ’ For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS
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Question - 6.10 Answer:

Are third parties able All applicants are limited to one application per EPA Region. There are 10
to submit multiple EPA Regions, so applicants may submit up to 10 applications (one per
Region). At least four school districts must appear on the same third-party
application. As a reminder, the same existing school bus to be replaced
cannot appear on multiple applications; each application must contain
unique existing school buses to be replaced.

applications for
different school
districts?

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS
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Answer:

Applicants looking to self-certify may do so by indicating the necessary
information in the application narrative. This is detailed in the
Question - 6.38 Prioritization Self-Certification Instructions at
If an applicant self- https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/fy23-csb-

prioritization-self-cert-instructions-2023-04.pdf. Applicants may also
optionally submit an official document certifying which schools within
the school district received Title | funding or the number of schools
within your district and how many received Title | funding, depending on
documentation is how they are self-certifying, as outlined in the instructions. Applicants
needed and how is it are not required to submit this optional documentation and applicants
submitted? that do submit this documentation will not receive additional points for it.

certifies its low-
income prioritization
status, what

Applicants that choose to submit documentation should do so as part of
the 2023 Clean School Bus grant application package to www.Grants.gov.

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS
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Answer:

. EPA has determined that school buses are not covered by the Build
Question - 9.2 America, Buy America Act (BABA). We are encouraging all applicants to
Are buses and consider the purchase of domestically-produced buses when possible. The

o P y-p P
eligible EPA is seeking a waiver from BABA requirements for charging
infrastructure infrastructure similar to the waiver recently finalized by the Federal
funded under the Highway Administration (FHWA)’s National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure
2023 CSB Grant (NEVI) Program for e]ectnc vghlcle charge.rs. See :
https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf/build-america-buy-america-baba-waivers-
covered under the : : : :
. ) open-public-:comment for more information on the proposed waiver.
Build An‘!erlca, Buy Approved waivers will be listed at https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf/build-
America Act? america-buy-america-baba-approved-waivers.

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS
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Answer:

QUSSR = s I.S No, cost sharing or matching is not required under this funding
there a cost sharing opportunity. However, EPA will award evaluation points to applicants
or matching fund that demonstrate that they have leveraged or plan to leverage additional
requirement for this external funds in order to support the proposed project activities, such as
grant program? public-private partnerships, grants from other entities, or the issuance of
school bonds.

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. EPA CLEAN
For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. SCHOOL BUS
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Optional Attachments

cleanschoolbus@epa.gov  epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
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Optional Attachment Documents

These are optional and are not included in
the 15-page project narrative page limit.
Use the “Other Attachments” form in
Grants.gov.

cleanschoolbus@epa.gov  epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
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Documentation of Partnership with Utility

Self-Certification of Prioritization

Leveraged Resources Commitment Letter(s)
Project Team Biographies
Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement

Partnership Letter(s)

cleanschoolbus@epa.gov  epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
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Application Documents

The FEY23 CSB Grants NOFO includes information on how to prepare and submit an application
package. The application package must be received by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on August 22, 2023.
Please refer to Appendix B in the NOFO for an Application Submission Checklist to ensure that all
required materials have been included in your application package.

s Standard Form SF 424 (4 - Application for Federal Assistance

e Standard Form SF 424A [4 - Budget Information

e FPA Form 4700-4 [ - Pre-Award Compliance Review

e EPA Key Contacts Form [ - Key Contacts Form
F Bi 2023 CSB Grants Sa mple Project Narrative (docx) (694.08 KB, April 2023) \
e B 2023 CSB Grants Program Utility Partnership Template (docx) (643.61 KB, April 2023)

B 2023 CSB Grants Third Party Approval Certification (docx) (635.72 KB, April 2023)

o B 2023 CSB Grants Priority Area List (pdf) (591.4 KB, April 2023)

e B 2023 CSB Grants Prioritization Self-Certification Instructions (pdf) (220.29 KB, April 2023)

B 2023 CSB Grants Fleet Description Template (xlsx) (80.52 KB, April 2023)

e B 2023 CSB Grants Prioritized School District List (pdf) (2.57 MB, April 2023)

B 2023 CSB Grants Prioritized School District Detailed List (xlsx) (751 KB, April 2023)
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2023 Clean School Bus (CSB) Grants Program
Utility Partnership Template

Planning early for long-term infrastructure needs is important for project success.! This worksheet is
provided for the convenience of applicants, to assist in discussing the proposed project with the appropriate
utility, including key components such as anticipated costs and timelines. When using this worksheet,
applicants should keep fleet electrification expansion plans in mind, as futureproofing for upcoming
needs can ultimately decrease overall utility upgrade costs.

The information identified in this worksheet may be used to support the Project Narrative component of the
2023 CSB grant application package, but is not required. Third-party applicants may include a copy of this
worksheet for each beneficiary included in the application.

Regardless of whether applicants use this worksheet, applicants should coordinate with their electric utility
fo determine anticipated costs and timelines.




1. Fleet Information

EPA CLEAN

SCHOOL BUS

Requested in Application
[Please provide the number of
buses and chargers requested in
vour application.]

Current Electric Fleet at
time of Application
Submission
[Please provide the number of
buses and chargers already in
your electric fleet.]

Electric Buses:

DC Fast Chargers:

Level 2 AC Chargers:

Expected location (street,
city, state) of charger
installations:




oy

2. Utility Information

EPA CLEAN
SCHOOL BUS

Name of the Utility Company:

Utility Contact Name?:

Utility Contact Phone: | ( )

Utility Contact
Email:

grant application:

Please work with your utility to provide a rough estimate of the
total engineering and construction cost for utility owned
infrastructure (in front of the meter) for the project based on the
number of buses and chargers listed in the applicant’s 2023 CSB

$ [0.00]

! Please visit EPA’s Clean School Bus Technical Assistance webpage for further information and resources, including an Electric

School Bus Charging Station Planning Form

? Please email the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) helpline for information on a utility point of contact (POC) to
facilitate communication throughout the project.
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In the box below, please briefly describe the scope of any needed utility upgrades for the
project. Please consider whether engineering, construction, and/or permitting is needed,
whether an interconnection study is necessary, and the extent of services needed for
completion. This should include whether upgrades are necessary for the following pieces
of equipment:

Power transformer
Terminator Pole

Service lateral/conductor
Metering

Primary line extension
Any additional equipment

Based on the information provided above, please provide an estimate of time required to
complete the necessary utility-owned infrastructure (in front of the meter) upgrades:




EPA

3. Utility Coordination Affirmation

By signing this Affirmation. I certify that I am an Authorized Representative for the School
District. Applicant, or Utility identified below.

School District Affirmation

EPA CLEAN
SCHOOL BUS

T have discussed the project plan for the fleet and charging infrastructure outlined above with the
Utility Company. and if applicable, with the Third-Party Applicant. and others as appropriate.

School District Name Authorized Representative (Signature)  Date

Applicant Affirmation [Only needed if applicant is different than the school district.]

I have discussed the project plan for the fleet and charging infrastructure outlined above with the
Utility Company, and if applicable with the School District, and others as appropriate.

Applicant Organization Name Authorized Representative (Signature)  Date

Utility Affirmation

I have discussed the project plan for the fleet and charging infrastructure outlined above with the
School Distriet, and if applicable, the Third-Party Applicant, and others as appropriate.

Utility Name Authorized Representative (Signature) Date
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2023 CLEAN SCHOOL BUS (CSB) GRANT PROGRAM
PRIORITIZATION SELF-CERTIFICATION INSTRUCTIONS

NOTE: Any applicant that wants to self-certify that a school district not listed
on the Prioritized District List is “low-income” for the purposes of the CSB
Grants program should follow the Instructions below.

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law allows EPA to prioritize certain communities that will benefit
from the Clean School Bus (CSB) Program. Based on the program priorities defined in the
statute,! EPA has developed a list of school districts that have priority status under this funding
opportunity. Please check school district prioritization statuses on the Prioritized District List,
which can be found on the CSB Grants Webpage.

Applicants requesting funds to replace school buses that serve a school district on the list will
receive points under the prioritization evaluation criterion as defined in the 2023 CSB Grants
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) and, if granted funding, will be offered a greater amount
of funding per bus. Please refer to the 2023 CSB Grants NOFO for more information.

Additionally, applicants may self-certify that school districts not listed on the Prioritized District
List are “low-income” for the purposes of the CSB Grants program if the school districts fall
under one of the two “categories” described on the following page and receives Title [ funding.?
Applicants that properly self-certify will receive the same points under the prioritization
evaluation criterion as those identified on the Prioritized District List, and the same opportunity
for a greater amount of funding per bus if the application is selected for funding. Third-party
applicants will receive prioritization points based on the number of buses in the grant serving
prioritized school districts, as defined in the prioritization criterion of the 2023 CSB Grants
NOFO.

EPA CLEAN
SCHOOL BUS
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\c" EPA SCHOOL BUS

CATEGORY 1: PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS NOT REPRESENTED IN SAIPE
The U.S. Census Bureau’s Small Area Income (SAIPE) and Poverty Estimates program produces
single-year estimates of income and poverty for all U.S. states and counties as well as estimates
of school-age children in poverty for all 13,000+ school districts. Public school districts,
including public charter school districts, not represented in SAIPE that received a Title [, Part A
grant authorized under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act in the 2021/2022 academic
year may self-certify their prioritization status.

Optional Documentation: EPA may verify applicants’ certification of Title I funding. In order to

assist and streamline that process, applicants may submit a copy of official letter from State
educational agency (SEA) indicating division-level Title I award(s) for the 2021/2022 academic
year. Applicants are not required to submit this documentation and applicants that do submit this
documentation will not receive additional points for it. If applicants wish to submit
documentation, it should be submitted as part of the 2023 CSB grant application package to
www.GRANTS.oov.




EPA

CATEGORY 2: SCHOOL DISTRICTS WITH MORE THAN 35,000 STUDENTS EPA CLEAN
OR MORE THAN 45 SCHOOLS SCHOOL BUS
Large public school districts, meaning districts with more than 35,000 students OR more than 45
public schools that are not listed on the 2023 CSB Grants Prioritized District List may self-
certify to be considered for low-income prioritization using either of the following options
(please select which option you are self-certifying under):

OPTION A: The whole school district may self-certify as prioritized if 80% or more of
all the schools within the district received a Title I grant authorized under the ESEA for
the 2021/2022 academic year.
OPTION B: The school district may receive prioritization for a sub-group of schools
within the district if both of the following statements apply:
= All schools in the sub-group individually received a Title I grant authorized under
the ESEA for the 2021/2022 academic year; AND
» Al school buses requested in the application will continue to primarily serve the
specific school(s) identified in the application (i.e., sub-group) as required by the
terms and conditions of the award.

Optional Documentation: EPA may verify applicants’ certification of Title I funding. In order to
assist and streamline that process, applicants may submit an official document certifying which
schools within the school district received Title I funding for the 2021/2022 academic year. If the
district is applying under Option 2A, self-certifying the entire district, please indicate (1) the
number of schools within your district and (2) the number of Schools in 2021/2022 Academic
Year that received Title I Funding. If the district is applying under Option 2B, on behalf of a sub-
group of schools within the district, please indicate which schools the buses will primarily serve
(for example, rows or school names may be highlighted). Applicants are not required to submit
this documentation and applicants that do submit this documentation will not receive additional
points for it. If applicants wish to submit documentation, it should be submitted as part of the
2023 CSB grant application package to www.GRANTS.gov.
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Section 3- Environmental Justice and Disadvantaged Communities

School districts that qualify under one or more priontizations above, except for 1.b and
1.c, are identificd on EPA s Pniontized School District List, found on the CSB Grants
Webpage. Please demonstrate prioritization status by completing the following table of
information for all applicants, adding additional rows as needed. Applicants should read
the Priontization Self-Certification Instructions, which can be found on the CSB Grants
Webpage, to understand whether they are able to self-certify that a school district not
listed on the Prioritized School District List as “low-income.” Third-party applicants will
receive priontization points based on the number of buses in the grant serving prioritized
school districts. Applicants that self-certify will receive the same points under the
prioritization evaluation criterion as those identificd on the Pnontized School District
List, and the same opportunity for a greater amount of funding per bus if the application
15 selected for funding,

List Of School District Name Number | Prioritization | (If Applicable)

Districts on this of Buses Status Category of Self~
Application Serving | [YesNo]on | Certification, as
NCES ID" the Prioritized | described in the

District | District List Prioritization

Self-Certification
Instructions
[Category 1,
Category 24,

Category 2B, ar

N

|

EPA CLEAN
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Question & Answer Session - SchSeaus

Upvote and comment on questions similar to your own.
Type your full thought so we can follow-up with an answer.
Speak slowly and clearly for the captioner/interpreter.

cleanschoolbus@epa.gov  epa.gov/cleanschoolbus
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Next Steps — How to Apply

‘) 1. Visit the Clean School Bus Website for Tools
! & Resources

2. Register your Organization with Grants.gov
and SAM.gov

_) 3. Prepare Application Package

4. Submit Application Package on Grants.gov
by August 22nd at 11:59PM ET

e Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. \ . EPA CLEAN
\ ’ For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus. — SCHOOL BUS
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wEPA Summary

2023 CSB NOFO Future Funding Opportunities
* Application packages must be * EPA encourages school
submitted to EPA via districts to consider which
Grants.gov no later than competition structure (grants
8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET. or rebates) best suits their
e Dates and topics for future needs.
webinars are on our website * EPA anticipates opening a
under the ‘Webinars’ section. rebate program in fall 2023.

EPA CLEAN
SCHOOL BUS

Resources

e EPA’s CSB Program website

e The Joint Office of Energy and
Transportation
(cleanschoolbusTA@nrel.gov)

e The CSB helpline
(cleanschoolbus@epa.gov)

¢ View the full 2023 CSB Grant NOFO at epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/clean-school-bus-program-grants

» Submit questions to cleanschoolbus@epa.gov

* Don’t miss any updates! To sign up for the listserv, please visit epa.gov/cleanschoolbus.

Application packages must be submitted to EPA via Grants.gov no later than 8/22/23 at 11:59 p.m. ET.

For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus.
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