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section two 

INTRODUCTION 
section one 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In the spring of  2011, the Cheltenham Township Commissioners decided to initiate a township-wide 
planning effort to create a Sustainability Plan in response to the growing interest among citizens 
to explore ways to make the community more resilient and environmentally friendly. Residents, 
businesses, community groups and organizations are all stakeholders in the plan, which seeks to 
create a united vision for a sustainable community, shared goals to achieve that vision, and a set 
of specific actions that the Cheltenham Township government can take to become a sustainable 
municipality. 

in may 2011 a group of 45 citizens, elected and appoint-
ed township ofcials and staf and representatives of 
major Cheltenham institutions, including the school 
District, arcadia university, and einstein hospital, were 
selected to represent the community on the sustainable 
Cheltenham General Committee with the montgomery 
County planning Commission serving as the planning 
consultant. these members played a signifcant role by 
meeting on a regular basis to provide input during the 
process and to review drafts of the plan. the purpose 
of the Committee was to identify aggressive commu-
nity-wide goals, furthering the vision of a sustainable 
Cheltenham, that can be implemented with a set of con-
crete, achievable actions and that can be accomplished 
by Cheltenham township government. workshops were 
held to discuss specifc issues in addition to a public 
open house, held by the Committee, to inform the 
public of the eforts and to receive their input. a public 
website was created where the writing team distributed 
information and visitors to the site could engage in a 
dialogue about sustainability. the board of supervisors 
was given regular updates on the progress of the plan at 
public meetings. throughout the planning process an 
efort has been made to reach out to the public because, 

without the input and support of the community, this 
plan could never become the useful public tool it is 
intended to be. 

the plan is divided into six sections. each section can 
be used separately, or they can be read together as one 
publication. 

Executive Summary - this section is a concise sum-
mary of the plan. 

Introduction – this section introduces the reader to 
Cheltenham township, the topic of sustainability and 
why Cheltenham strives to be a sustainable community. 
it also describes in more detail the planning process and 
the Cheltenham township sustainability plan. 

Cheltenham Community-Wide Goals and 
Objectives – this section describes the goals and 
objectives for Cheltenham township. these goals and 
objectives can be used by any organization, institution 
or individual in the township to promote sustainability: 

Community Engagement 
engage and educate all Cheltenham residents and 
stakeholders to unite behind a shared set of goals to 
build a sustainable future. 
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Energy 
maximize energy efciency, minimize energy de-
mand and emissions, and shift all community elec-
tricity consumption to renewably-sourced energy 
generated within the township and the region. 

Mobility 
minimize vehicular travel and emissions, increase 
use of alternative modes of transportation, and 
make it desirable, safe, and convenient to walk and 
bike throughout the township and connect to the 
region. 

Waste Reduction 
minimize solid and hazardous waste disposal, and 
maximize the re-use of waste products as a resource. 

Ecological Stewardship 
protect and improve the overall health and ecolog-
ical diversity of the township’s habitats, waterways, 
and soils, both on public and private lands. 

Sustainable Development 
promote building, land use, site development, and 
landscaping that respects the natural environment 
and maximizes clean and efcient use of resources, 
and ensure that all permitting, codes, and regula-
tions support the community’s sustainability goals. 

Water Management 
minimize stormwater hazards, reduce wastewater 
fows, increase natural absorption of rainwater, and 
maximize the utility of rainwater as a resource. 

Local Economy 
encourage and support local and regional agricul-
ture, artisans, businesses, institutions, and industry 
by strengthening connections to, and markets for, 
local goods and services. 

Healthy Living For All 
promote healthy living in Cheltenham through 
equitable, afordable, and safe access to information, 
education, recreation, natural areas, car-free trans-
portation, fresh local foods, health care services, 
clean air, and clean water. 

Monitoring 
track and report the progress of measurable imple-
mentation strategies; re-evaluate and update goals 
and targets as needed. 

Sustainability Resources – this section functions 
as a resource for Cheltenham township to pursue the 
sustainability goals.  For each goal, this section provides 
information so that the reader can understand the role 

of sustainability in Cheltenham and have easy access to 
pertinent data.  

Municipal Action Plan – the Cheltenham town-
ship government strives to be a leader in sustainability 
and therefore should serve as a model for township 
citizens.  the Cheltenham township sustainability 
municipal action plan outlines action items that the 
township can undertake to function in a more sustain-
able manner.  the Cheltenham township government 
will work to implement as many of the action items as 
possible.  although the timeline for each item may difer, 
for example some action items could be implemented 
immediately while others may take years, every item 
is worthwhile and will be pursued as soon as possible.  
Community members are encouraged to create their 
own action items which they can undertake in order to 
accomplish the township’s sustainability goals. 

input from Stakeholders - the material in this sec-
tion contains valuable comments gathered during the 
public process and is not an ofcial part of the sustain-
ability plan.  

this plan is meant to evolve and change over time.  the 
goals, objectives and action items should be assessed 
on a regular basis and modifed to ft the changing 
needs of Cheltenham township.  in the near future, new 
technologies and techniques may become available 
that will help Cheltenham become more sustainable.  or 
new challenges may arise that require swift action by 
the community.  this plan should adapt to the needs of 
Cheltenham township so that it can be a valuable tool 
to promote sustainability.  in 2020, the township could 
perform an overall assessment of the sustainability plan 
and perform a formal update of the plan to ensure it 
remains a useful tool for community. 
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section two 

INTRODUCTION 

Cheltenham Township was one of Philadelphia’s first suburbs, growing as railroads and roadways 
were extended out from the city allowing people to migrate out of  the city for a variety of  social 
and economic reasons.  But, the roadways were not the reason that people decided to live in Chel-
tenham. The incentives for expansion came from the desire of residents and businesses to benefit 
from the natural resources Cheltenham had to offer – woodlands, clean streams, and an exceptional 
living environment that includes preserved historic structures among a diverse building inventory 
filled with people of  all races, ethnicities and backgrounds. 

although much has changed over its 300 year history, 
the township remains an attractive community in which 
to live and work.  Cheltenham township’s combined 
economic, cultural and naural amenities have attracted 
over 36,000 residents and 18,000 jobs to the municipali-
ty.  some of these amenities include: 

•	 over 800 acres of preserved land 

•	 a highly educated, civically engaged and diverse 
community 

•	 nationally- and regionally-respected educational 
institutions 

•	 thriving business centers 

•	 easy access to transportation choices 

township ofcials, residents and business owners un-
derstand that their quality of life depends on preserving 
and enhancing these amenities.  they are concerned 
that the factors that brought them to the community 
may erode without proper long-term sustainability 
planning. throughout Cheltenham township’s history 
freethinking, creative and civically minded people have 
contributed to the creation of the present day township. 
moving toward sustainability will require this same lim-

itless creative problem solving ability and willingness 
to adapt to our changing times within the availability of 
natural resources. 

Creating and maintaining a healthy community that 
balances social, economic, and environmental needs 
requires an understanding of sustainability, a term that 
has many meanings. in 1987 the brundtland Commis-
sion, a committee formed to promote sustainability 
around the world, gave sustainability its classic def-
nition of “meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs.”while the true meaning of sustainabil-
ity is constantly being explored and revised, at the core 
of sustainability is the triple bottom line: environmen-
tal, social, and economic responsibility, along with a 
responsibility to not harm the current or future genera-
tions. a harmony must be established between the built 
and natural world which takes into account these three 
factors and the constraints of our natural resources and 
local economics. 

there are numerous social and environmental factors 
that infuence the quality of life in any community. 
some of the most pressing include: climate change, en-
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ergy and food security, human health, natural resource 
conservation, and population growth. there are also 
local issues which are less broad in their impact, but no 
less important to quality of life.  these include conges-
tion, economic vitality, and open space preservation.  
implementing sustainability requires establishing and 
maintaining the difcult and delicate balance among 
individuals, society, the economy and natural resourc-
es all while taking into account environmental and 
social changes. to do so, sustainability principles must 
be established and followed in a consensus-building, 
participatory process. 

there are numerous sustainability principles that can 
form the foundation for a sustainability plan, linking 
the community vision to a realistic process to achieve 
mutually agreed upon goals. Cheltenham’s sustain-
ability plan relies on the four natural steps proposed 
by Dr. Karl henrik-Robert.  the natural steps will be the 
benchmark by which the Committee evaluates every 
policy and practice considered in the plan.  all recom-
mendations in the Cheltenham township sustainabili-
ty plan will seek to meet these four conditions: 

•	 Reducing to the extent possible our dependence 
on fossil fuels and ecologically-persistent 
chemicals 

•	 eliminating all wasteful use of scarce natural re-
sources and synthetic substances 

•	 eliminating all thoughtless and unnecessary de-
struction and degradation of and encroachment 
on our natural ecosystems and resources 

•	 meeting everyone’s human needs fairly and 
efciently 

agreement on these principles was achieved in a 
process that spanned more than a year and involved 
all parts of the Cheltenham township community, in 
an efort called “sustainable Cheltenham.”that efort 
produced this Cheltenham township sustainability 
plan – an overarching document using these sustain-
ability principles to guide the community into a future 
where thoughtful choices and coordinated action can 
foster economic vitality, preserve natural resources 
and ensure that people and neighborhoods thrive. 

to succeed, a sustainability plan must also take into 
account the broad scope that these issues cover.  over 
the years the township has studied many of these 
issues and developed reports to plan for the future.  
the Cheltenham township sustainability plan is writ-
ten in the context of these previous planning eforts 
and takes their work into consideration.  some of the 

township’s previous planning eforts include, but are not 
limited to: 

•	 Cheltenham Comprehensive plan 

•	 wall park master plan 

•	 tookany Creek trail master plan 

•	 tookany Creek watershed management plan 

•	 tookany/tacony-Creek integrated watershed man-
agement plan 

•	 Community Revitalization plan 

•	 arcadia university master plan 

•	 Commercial District enhancement plan 

•	 Glenside Commercial District/arcadia university 
Revitalization and Circulation Feasibility study 

•	 Cheltenham avenue business improvement District 

•	 Cheltenham open space plan 

to protect and enhance the resources of the community 
for future generations, Cheltenham township realized 
it needed to be a pioneer and create a formal sustain-
ability plan to address the problems mentioned above. 
these new eforts will build upon previous sustainability 
initiatives and successes: 

•	 4 million dollars in federal, state and county grant 
funded stream bank restoration and stabilization 
eforts. 

•	 large scale recycling program that diverts more 
than 5.5 million pounds of materials each year from 
the waste stream.  

•	 Greening eforts that have resulted in awards and 
recognition from the pennsylvania horticultural 
society and the montgomery County lands trust. 

•	 Continued exploration of green energy and green 
building opportunities. 

•	 Focus on local sustainability issues by local organiza-
tions and citizens groups. 

•	 Creation of an environmental advisory Council to 
manage and oversee all township eforts regarding 
environmental issues. 

the sustainability plan can become an important 
municipal tool to address the issues Cheltenham faces.  
impacts from climate change, energy insecurity, natural 
resource loss, population and demographic shifts, shifts 
in regional economies, and environmental justice issues 
are frst felt on a local level. municipalities are able to 
incorporate sustainable practices into their daily oper-
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ations and long term planning to address these issues 
internally, which bufer the local economy and environ-
ment from these impacts. a municipality that adopts a 
sustainability plan can lead by example and advocate for 
sustainable practices among businesses and residents. 

the plan outlined in this document is a collaboration 
between township ofcials and staf, montgomery 
County planning Commission (mCpC), and the sustain-
able Cheltenham Committee (a group of 45 citizens 
and representatives of major Cheltenham institutions, 
including the school District of Cheltenham township, 
arcadia university, and einstein hospital). several public 
meetings, a sustainability open house and a public web-
site were used to create a dialogue between residents 
and the sustainability Committee. these meetings and 
discussions highlighted some of the major challenges 
facing Cheltenham and its communities: 

Energy Quick Fact: the combustion of natural gas, 
coal and petroleum for energy lead to the emission 
of greenhouse gases: carbon dioxide, methane 
and nitrous oxide.  while there is a national trend 
towards using more renewable energy resources, 
imported fossil fuels continue to be the main source 
of national and global energy production. according 

ly eliminated when only residential GhG emissions 
are taken into account 

Waste Quick Fact: waste production continues to 
be a major environmental problem. in 2010, amer-
icans generated approximately 250 million tons of 
trash. unless handled properly, disposal of such 
large quantities of waste, some hazardous, can lead 
to groundwater and air pollution. Current disposal 
practices often ignore the potential for reuse of 
these materials. Cheltenham residents produce 
less waste per capita than the national average, but 
only by 0.01 pounds. in 2010, Cheltenham’s 36,793 
residents produced 19,070 tons of residential and 
commercial waste and diverted 10,611 tons into the 
recycling stream. 

PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION IN CHELTENHAM IN 2010 

0.6 
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PER CAPITA WASTE CONSUMPTION IN 2010 
0.1 
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to the DVRpC Regional Greenhouse Gas emissions 
inventory, Cheltenham emits signifcantly less GhGs 
per capita from total emission sources than the na-
tional average.  however, this diference is essential-
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Healthy Living Quick Fact: some of the nation’s 
population lacks access to the basics underlying a 
healthy lifestyle. this could be a lack of access to 
education, healthcare, healthy foods, recreation, 
transportation, and clean air and water. this is exem-
plifed in the nation’s obesity rates, where more than 
one-third of U.S. adults (35.7 percent) are obese, and 
approximately 8.3 percent of the population has di-
abetes. in Cheltenham, 25 percent of the population 
sufers from obesity and the resultant health prob-
lems (8.2 percent of the population has diabetes). 

ObESITy ANd dIAbETES RATES 

40 

35 

30 

25 

20 

15 

10 

5 

0 

National 

Montgomery County 

Transportation Quick Fact: while there is a push to 
use alternative modes of transportation, the sin-
gle-occupancy vehicle remains the most prevalent 
mode of transit. in 2009, 86% of national commuters 
drove cars (either single-occupancy or carpooled), 
5% used public transportation, 3% walked, and 0.6% 
biked. a car-centric transportation system relies on 
imported oil, emits carbon dioxide and other pol-
lutants, reduces opportunities for physical exercise, 
and requires a network of impervious surfaces. the 
relatively easy access to public transportation means 
that Cheltenham’s population has a higher than 

Obese Diabetes 
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average transit use (10.5 percent in 2010).  however, 
the majority of the Cheltenham’s population still 
relies on single occupancy vehicles for commuting. 

MOdES OF TRANSPORTATION 
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The Sustainability Plan 
Discussions among residents, the sustainable Chelten-
ham Committee, and mCpC about these issues led to 
the identifcation of ten community-wide goals focusing 
on sustainability. each goal contains a set of objectives 
for private as well as public (local government) action, 
and the potential for public-private ventures. the com-
munity took the planning process one step further and 
identifed a set of concrete, achievable actions that the 
local governments could take to meet these important 
community health objectives. 

this plan is meant to evolve and change over time.  the 
goals, objectives and action items should be assessed 
on a regular basis and modifed to ft the changing 
needs of Cheltenham township.  in the near future, new 
technologies and techniques may become available 
that will help Cheltenham become more sustainable.  or 
new challenges may arise that require swift action by 
the community.  this plan should adapt to the needs of 
Cheltenham township so that it can be a valuable tool to 

http://www.census.gov/prod/2011pubs/acs-15.pdf
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promote sustainability.  in 2020, the township could per-
form an overall assessment of the sustainability plan and 
perform a formal update of the plan to ensure it remains 
a useful tool for community.  the rest of this document 
will discuss these goals and actions in greater detail. 

the Cheltenham sustainability plan is divided into var-
ious sections detailed below.  each section can be used 
separately, or they can all be read as one publication.  
the Cheltenham sustainability plan contains the follow-
ing elements: 

Executive Summary – the executive summary is a 
concise description of the reasons for the plan, the 
planning process, how the plan is structured and 
how it will be implemented. 

Cheltenham Community Goals and Objectives – 
this section describes the goals and objectives for 
Cheltenham township.  these goals and objectives 
can be used by any organization, institution or indi-
vidual in the township to promote sustainability.  

Sustainability Resources – this section functions 
as a resource for Cheltenham township to pursue 
the sustainability goals.  For each goal, this section 
provides information so that the reader can under-
stand the role of sustainability in Cheltenham.  

Municipal Action Plan – Cheltenham township 
government strives to be a leader in sustainability.  
if the township hopes its businesses and residents 
will live in a more sustainable manner, then the 
township government should commit itself to be a 
“good citizen” and set a good example.  the Chel-
tenham township sustainability municipal action 
plan identifes many steps that the township could 
take to operate in a more sustainable manner.  the 
Cheltenham township government has indicated 
its intention to implement as many of the action 
items as it can.  some may not be accomplished 
immediately and some will take consistent resolve 
over several years to accomplish, but all the items 
are worthwhile and will be pursued as soon as pos-
sible.  all members of the community – especially 
larger employers, academic institutions, school 
districts, hospitals, and private living communities 
– are encouraged to create their own sustainability 
action plans and outline the steps they can under-
take to accomplish our community’s sustainability 
goals. 
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section three 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

after much discussion and analysis of existing communi-
ty conditions, and a group visioning process, the sus-
tainable Cheltenham Committee drafted the following 
ten community-wide sustainability goals and objectives. 

Goals are broad and encompassing, providing a vision 
for the community to uphold as it moves ahead into the 
future. 

obJeCtiVes are a refning of the goals that are more 
detailed oriented and specifc. 

these goals and objectives can be used by any organiza-
tion, institution or individual in the township to pro-
mote sustainability. 

Community Engagement 
engage and educate all Cheltenham residents and 
stakeholders to unite behind a shared set of goals to 
build a sustainable future. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. engage and educate residents on what they can do 
to live sustainably. 

2. provide incentives to residents, businesses, and insti-
tutions to make sustainable changes and choices. 

3. integrate sustainability into schools’ curriculum and 
practices. 

4. more citizen involvement in all township meetings 
and planning. 

5. align rules, regulations, policies, and incentive pro-
grams to support all of the community sustainability 
goals outlined herein. 

6. support the creation or existence of an organization 
that will promote the sustainability goals outlined 
above and holistically work toward their implemen-
tation. 

Energy 
maximize energy efciency, minimize energy demand 
and emissions, and shift all community electricity 
consumption to renewably-sourced energy generated 
within the township and the region. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. maximize energy efciency and conservation. 

2. become energy producers rather than energy users. 

3. shift all energy use away from non-renewable and 
unsustainable sources (coal, natural gas, petroleum, 
nuclear, ethanol, etc.) to renewable sources (solar pV, 
geothermal, solar thermal, wind, etc). 

4. promote locally-sourced energy preferably generat-
ed on-site / within the township. 

5. minimize greenhouse gas emissions; ofset emis-
sions with sequestration and other scientifcally 
proven methods. 

6. Reduce “heat island” efect by changing roof and 
paved area composition. 

7. township government can be a leader in the region 
and provide incentives to residents, businesses and 
property owners. 
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Mobility 
minimize vehicular travel and emissions, increase use of 
alternative modes of transportation, and make it desir-
able, safe, and convenient to walk and bike throughout 
the township and connect to the region. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. minimize vehicle miles traveled and associated emis-
sions. 

2. integrate green spaces and bike and pedestrian 
pathways into fabric of community and as part of 
transportation system. 

3. increase use of public transportation. 

4. increase variety of modes of transportation used in 
the township. 

5. pursue transportation strategies that support the 
energy objectives outlined in the energy Goals sec-
tion above. 

Waste Reduction 
minimize solid and hazardous waste disposal, and maxi-
mize the re-use of waste products as a resource. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. minimize waste from households, schools, business-
es, etc. & maximize recycling & re-use. 

2. safely recycle hazardous waste (batteries, electron-
ics, chemicals, etc.). 

3. promote community-wide resource sharing and 
re-use (up-cycling, “free sales,” tool-sharing, co-ops, 
bartering, etc.). 

4. increase composting at home and throughout the 
community. 

5. promote “green” purchasing practices, including bulk 
purchasing of green products and purchasing prod-
ucts/services created within the community. 

Sustainable Development 
promote building, land use, site development, and 
landscaping that respects the natural environment and 
maximizes clean and efcient use of resources, and en-
sure that all permitting, codes, and regulations support 
the community’s sustainability goals. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. promote energy-efcient, renewable, and clean con-
struction (both new construction and remodeling) 
with fnancial and policy incentives. 

2. ensure that new development is compatible with 
and strengthens existing neighborhoods, infrastruc-
ture, and tax-base. 

3. align township land use codes and policies with 
sustainability goals. 

4. encourage “low-impact-development” practices 
that are designed to have minimal environmental 
impacts. 

5. promote walkable and transit-oriented develop-
ment. 

Ecological Stewardship 
protect and improve the overall health and ecological di-
versity of the township’s habitats, waterways, and soils, 
both on public and private lands. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. ensure clean and healthy indoor and outdoor air 
quality. 

2. plant native species and remove invasive species. 

3. Research and reduce use of harmful chemicals, fertil-
izers, and pesticides indoors 

4. and out and implement the use of healthy alterna-
tives. 

5. Promote best gardening practices for food, beau-
ty, and ecosystem enhancement. 

6. Increase tree cover and improve the care and 
maintenance of trees. 
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Water Management 
minimize stormwater hazards, reduce wastewater fows, 
increase natural absorption of rainwater, and maximize 
the utility of rainwater as a resource. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. promote the reuse of rainwater through the use of 
rain barrels, etc. 

2. Reduce impervious areas and increase support for 
porous pavement and other 

3. stormwater best management practices. 

4. Conserve water resources (low-fow toilets, washing 
machines, dish washing, etc.). 

5. Reestablish and preserve foodplains, wetlands, 
riparian plantings and other natural ways to manage 
stormwater. 

6. ensure clean and healthy streams within the town-
ship and throughout the region. 

Local Economy 
encourage and support local and regional agricul-
ture, artisans, businesses, institutions, and industry by 
strengthening connections to, and markets for, local 
goods and services. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. “shop local” as a way of life. 

2. attract and maintain local businesses, for tax reve-
nue, jobs, and goods close to home. 

3. award achievement for businesses’ sustainability 
eforts. 

4. walkable grocery stores / food outlets, health ser-
vices, and other essential goods in every neighbor-
hood. 

5. promote local goods and services, including local-
ly-grown food, local contractors and other service 
providers, and local artisans. 

Healthy Living For All 
promote healthy living in Cheltenham through equita-
ble, afordable, and safe access to information, educa-
tion, recreation, natural areas, car-free transportation, 
fresh local foods, health care services, clean air, and 
clean water. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. promote convenient, afordable access to wellness 
practices and medical care for all. 

2. ensure clean air and water. 

3. Facilitate access to fresh and healthy foods through 
home-growing, farmers’ markets, schools, & commu-
nity gardens. 

4. enable and encourage residents, especially children, 
to walk & bike to schools, parks, libraries. 

5. provide safe access to green spaces for everyone – 
kids, adults, athletes, walkers, dogs and bikers that 
promote physical activity, connectivity throughout 
the township and build a sense of community. 

Monitoring 
track and report the progress of measurable imple-
mentation strategies; re-evaluate and update goals and 
targets as needed. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. Develop an implementation process. 

2. Develop action items that work to achieve each goal 
and objective. 

3. establish baseline measurements related to the 
goals and objective. 

4. track progress towards the achievement of the goals 
and objective. 

5. Re-evaluate and update goals and objectives in 
2020. 
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section Four 

SUSTAINABILITY RESOURCES 

This section functions as the sustainability resource guide for Cheltenham Township and is useful 
in understanding Cheltenham’s Sustainability Plan goals.  This is not an all-inclusive list; relevant 
information is highlighted for each section. As new or updated information is obtained, it can be 
included in this resource. 

Community Engagement 
the key to any sustainability efort is communication 
and education.  Citizens must be made aware of the 
value of their eforts.  this will make it easier to garner 
support and dispel any negative perceptions. 

HELPFUL LINKS: 

•	 Federal tax Credits, http://www.energystar.gov/in-
dex.cfm?c=tax_credits.tx_index 

•	 education for sustainable Development toolkit, 
http://www.esdtoolkit.org 

•	 empowerment institute: the low Carbon Diet, 
http://www.empowermentinstitute.net/lcd/lcd_ 
fles/Cool_america.html 

•	 the natural step Framework, http://www.natu-
ralstep.org/it/usa 

•	 sustainable Communities network, http://www. 
sustainable.org/ 

•	 energy education, inc., http://www.energyeduca-
tion.com/ourservices/tabid/58/Default.aspx 

•	 schools for energy efciency, http://www.seepro-
grams.com/overview.htm 

•	 epa it’s easy being Green-Guide to planning environ-
mentally aware events, http://www.epa.gov/osw/ 
wycd/grn-mtgs/gm-bklt.pdf 

•	 Green event planning Guide, http://sustainability. 
ucsb.edu/purchasing/docs/pubs/bridging-the-Gap-
Green-event-manual.pdf 

•	 sustainable Communities network’s “how to plan a 
sustainable event,” http://www.sustainable.org/in-
formation/susevent.html 

•	 sustainable Green pages, http://www.nesea.org/ 
sgp/ 

•	 planet Green, http://planetgreen.discovery.com/ 

•	 GRiD magazine, http://www.gridphilly.com/ 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=tax_credits.tx_index
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=tax_credits.tx_index
http://www.esdtoolkit.org/
http://www.empowermentinstitute.net/lcd/lcd_files/Cool_America.html
http://www.empowermentinstitute.net/lcd/lcd_files/Cool_America.html
http://www.naturalstep.org/it/usa
http://www.naturalstep.org/it/usa
http://www.sustainable.org/
http://www.sustainable.org/
http://www.energyeducation.com/OurServices/tabid/58/Default.aspx
http://www.energyeducation.com/OurServices/tabid/58/Default.aspx
http://www.seeprograms.com/overview.htm
http://www.seeprograms.com/overview.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/wycd/grn-mtgs/gm-bklt.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/osw/wycd/grn-mtgs/gm-bklt.pdf
http://sustainability.ucsb.edu/purchasing/docs/pubs/Bridging-the-Gap-Green-Event-Manual.pdf
http://sustainability.ucsb.edu/purchasing/docs/pubs/Bridging-the-Gap-Green-Event-Manual.pdf
http://sustainability.ucsb.edu/purchasing/docs/pubs/Bridging-the-Gap-Green-Event-Manual.pdf
http://www.sustainable.org/information/susevent.html
http://www.sustainable.org/information/susevent.html
http://www.nesea.org/sgp/
http://www.nesea.org/sgp/
http://planetgreen.discovery.com/
http://www.gridphilly.com/
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Energy 
energy usage, energy production and the related green-
house gas issues are critical in the discussion of sustain-
ability in Cheltenham township.  

Energy Data for Township Buildings (Based on 
DVRPC Energy Analysis Toolkit): the purpose of the 
toolkit is to provide local governments with the ability to 
generate an energy use, cost and GhG emissions base-
line of local government operational sectors using en-
ergystar portfolio manager data and other eXCel-based 
programs.  

ENERgy USE INTENSITy (EUI) FOR SOURCE ANd SITE ENERgy (kbTU/Sq. FT.) 
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  EMISSIONS INTENSITy (MTC02E/Sq. FT.) 
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Energy Data for the Township Fleet (Based on DVRPC 
Energy Analysis Toolkit): the purpose of the toolkit is to 
provide local governments with the ability to generate 
an energy use, cost and GhG emissions baseline of local 
government operational sectors using energystar portfo-
lio manager data and other eXCel-based programs.  

ENERgy CONSUMPTION by vEHICLE gROUP 
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Energy Data for Township Outdoor Lighting (Based 
on DVRPC Energy Analysis Tool): the purpose of the 
toolkit is to provide local governments with the ability to 
generate an energy use, cost and GhG emissions base-
line of local government operational sectors using en-
ergystar portfolio manager data and other eXCel-based 
programs.  

OUTdOOR LIgHTINg 

Total Outdoor Lighting Streetlighting Costs Tra˜c Signal Costs 
Cost - Township-Wide 

Tra˜c Signals 10% Streetlights 90% Tap Fee 73% Energy Cost 27% Tap Fee 6% Energy Cost 94% 

Total Cost Streetlights Trafc Signals 
streetlights $ 367,792.91 energy Costs $ 100,995.83 energy Costs $ 39,499.74 
trafc signals $ 42,103.74 tap Fee $ 266,797.08 tap Fee $ 2,604.00 

total Cost $ 367,792.91 total Cost $ 42,103.74 

ENERgy CONSUMPTION by LIgHTINg TyPE COST by LIgHTINg TyPE gHg EMISSIONS by LIgHTINg TyPE 

6000 1000$400,000 

$350,0005000 

M
illi

on
 BT

Us
 800 

$300,000 
4000 

MT
C0

2e 

$250,000

Co
st 600 

3000 $200,000 
400$150,0002000 

$100,000 
2001000 

$50,000 

00 0 
Tra˜c Signals Street Lighting Tra˜c Signals Street Lighting Tra˜c Signals Street Lighting 
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Summary of Township Energy Data (Based on DVRPC 
Energy Analysis Tool): the purpose of the toolkit is to 
provide local governments with the ability to generate 
an energy use, cost and GhG emissions baseline of local 
government operational sectors using energystar port-
folio manager data and other eXCel-based programs. 

ENERgy COST 

Buildings 18% 

Water/Wastewater 0% 

Vehicles 45% 

Outdoor Lighting 37% 

ENERgy CONSUMPTION 

Buildings 26% 

Water/Wastewater 0% 

Vehicles 58% 

Outdoor Lighting 16% 

gHg EMISSIONS 

Buildings 25% 

Water/Wastewater 0% 

Vehicles 47% 

Outdoor Lighting 28% 
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Regional GHG Emissions Data from the DVRPC 
Regional GHG Inventory Report: the full report and a 
description of the methodology used can be found on 
the DVRpC website at http://www.dvrpc.org/energycli-
mate/inventory.htm 

RELATIvE CONTRIbUTION OF EMISSION SOURCES TO TOTAL dvRPC ANd NATIONAL gHg EMISSIONS by SOURCE CATEgORy - 2005 

Total Regional GHG Emissions 87.5 MMT 
Per Capita GHG Emissions 15.9 MT 

DVRPC Region 

Total National GHG Emissions 7,260 MMT 
Per Capita GHG Emissions 24.5 MT 

United States 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 

Agriculture 0.5% 
Fugitive Emissions  0.9% 
Waste Management 2.9% 
Industrial Processes 3.7% 

Agriculture 7.6% 
Fugitive Emissions 3.2% 
Waste Management 2.4% 
Industrial Processes 4.8% 

24.2% 

17.3% 27.6% 37.1% 

31.1% 36.6% 

QUOTED FROM THE DVRPC REGIONAL GHG INVENTORY 
REPORT FOR MAPS SHOWN ON PAGE 18 AND 19: 

Figure 7 shows how the municipalities in the region 
difer from each other in density of population and em-
ployment. Figure 8 and Figure 9 illustrate the results of 
the municipality level greenhouse gas emissions allo-
cation and their relationship to density in two diferent 
views. 

Figure 8 shows greenhouse gas emissions per acre by 
municipality for the DVRpC region.  as might be expect-
ed, the denser areas of the region produce more of the 
emissions, as these are the areas where people live and 
where businesses are located. 

Figure 9 shows the allocated greenhouse gas emissions 
at the municipality level normalized by the sum of 
population and employment, which together serve to 
indicate the level of human activity. this view indicates 

Commercial/Industrial Energy 

Transportation Energy 

Residential Energy 

Industrial Processes 

Waste Management 

Fugitive Emissions 

Agriculture 

Source : DVRPC 2010 

a clear correlation between municipalities with higher 
density of population and employment, and lower per 
capita greenhouse emissions. in general, these munici-
palities have amenities closer together than municipal-
ities with less dense population and employment. this 
allows shorter trips, and the ability to walk for some trips 
that might require driving in less dense municipalities. 
in addition, these municipalities may provide sufcient 
density to make mass transit feasible for some residents 
and employees. in addition, residential and commercial 
buildings may be smaller per capita or employee, and 
may be directly connected to adjacent housing or busi-
nesses (e.g., rowhouses or businesses with apartments 
above them), providing the energy efciency benefts 
of shared walls. Further analysis of the data would be 
required to develop a better understanding of these 
relationships. 

http://www.dvrpc.org/energycli
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Energy Use and Emissions Totals for Cheltenham Town-
ship (Based on DVRPC Regional GHG Emission Report): 

Sector 
Total Energy 

Use Billion 
BTU (BBTU) 

Total GHG 
Emissions 

(MTCO2eq.) 
Residential 1,914 148,885 
Commercial 502 54,306 
industrial 354 50,665 
mobile-highway 1,617 118,716 
mobile transit 42 4,417 
non-energy GhG na 30,939 
Total 4,428 407,928 
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CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP gHg EMMISSIONS, 2005 

Residential 37% 

Commercial 13% 

Industrial 12% 

Mobile-Highway 29% 

Mobile Transite 1% 

Non-Energy GHG 8% 

gHg EMMISSIONS COMPARISON, 2005 

25 
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Per Capita Residential (MT) 

US DVRPC MontCo Cheltenham 
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HELPFUL LINKS: 

american solar energy society, http://www.ases.org/ 

energy star home program, http://www.energystar.gov/ 
index.cfm?c=home_improvement.hm_improvement_ 
index 

energy star buildings and plants, http://www.energystar. 
gov/index.cfm?c=business.bus_index 

Green power partnership, http://www.epa.gov/green-
power/ 

environmental impacts of electricity Generation, http:// 
www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-and-you/afect/in-
dex.html 

Green power locator, http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/ 
pubs/gplocator.htm 

power profler, http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/ener-
gy-and-you/how-clean.html 

Greenhouse Gas equivalencies Calculator, http://www. 
epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-resources/calculator.html 

emissions & Generation Resource integrated Database, 
http://cfpub.epa.gov/egridweb/ 

Green power benefts, http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/ 
buygp/index.htm 

energy saver, http://energy.gov/energysaver/ener-
gy-saver 

top 5 Reasons to be energy efcient, http://ase.org/re-
sources/top-5-reasons-be-energy-efcient 

home energy audit, http://ase.org/resources/home-en-
ergy-audit 

home energy Checklist, http://www.aceee.org/consum-
er/home-energy-checklist 

american Council for energy efciency economy: Con-
sumer Resources, http://www.aceee.org/consumer 

local Government and municipal energy assistance, 
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/commu-
nity/local_government/10404 

pennsylvania public utility Commission Consumer info 
http://www.puc.state.pa.us/consumer_info.aspx 

pennsylvania public utility Commission approved Green 
energy suppliers, http://www.papowerswitch.com/ 
ways-to-save-energy/renewable-energy-resources/ 

household Carbon Footprint Calculator, http://www. 
epa.gov/climatechange/ghgemissions/ind-calculator. 
html 

home weatherization, http://energy.gov/public-ser-
vices/homes/home-weatherization 

http://www.ases.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=169&Itemid=36
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=home_improvement.hm_improvement_index
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=home_improvement.hm_improvement_index
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=home_improvement.hm_improvement_index
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=business.bus_index
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=business.bus_index
http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/
http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/
http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-and-you/affect/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-and-you/affect/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-and-you/affect/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/pubs/gplocator.htm
http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/pubs/gplocator.htm
http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-and-you/how-clean.html
http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-and-you/how-clean.html
http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-resources/calculator.html
http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-resources/calculator.html
http://cfpub.epa.gov/egridweb/
http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/buygp/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/buygp/index.htm
http://energy.gov/energysaver/energy-saver
http://energy.gov/energysaver/energy-saver
http://ase.org/resources/top-5-reasons-be-energy-efficient
http://ase.org/resources/top-5-reasons-be-energy-efficient
http://ase.org/resources/home-energy-audit
http://ase.org/resources/home-energy-audit
http://www.aceee.org/consumer/home-energy-checklist
http://www.aceee.org/consumer/home-energy-checklist
http://www.aceee.org/consumer
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/local_government/10404
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/local_government/10404
http://www.puc.state.pa.us/consumer_info.aspx
http://www.papowerswitch.com/ways-to-save-energy/renewable-energy-resources/
http://www.papowerswitch.com/ways-to-save-energy/renewable-energy-resources/
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/ghgemissions/ind-calculator.html
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/ghgemissions/ind-calculator.html
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/ghgemissions/ind-calculator.html
http://energy.gov/public-services/homes/home-weatherization
http://energy.gov/public-services/homes/home-weatherization
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Mobility 
no discussion of sustainability can take place without 
considering mobility.  Reducing vehicle miles traveled 
can signifcantly reduce the township’s greenhouse gas 
emissions, pollution emissions and also encourage res-
idents to live a healthier lifestyle by walking and biking 
more often. 

SEPTA dATA 

Cheltenham Township SEPTA Bus Lines 
bus Route 
Xh broad-erie to Cheltenham ogontz 
80 express horsham to olney transportation Center 
55 willow Grove & Doylestown to olney transportation Center 
22 warminster & willow Grove to olney transportation Center 
18 Fox Chase to Cedarbrook plaza 
16 City hall to Cheltenham-ogontz 
6 Cheltenham-ogontz to olney transportation Center 
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   REgIONAL RAIL STATIONS WITH HALF MILE WALkINg ACCESSIbILITy bUFFERS 
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UNITEd STATES COMMUTINg PATTERNS (bASEd ON 2010 CENSUS dATA) PENNSyLvANIA COMMUTINg PATTERNS (bASEd ON 2010 CENSUS dATA) 

Bike 0.5% Bike 0.4% 
Regional Rail 0.5% 

Other 1.3% 
Walk 2.8% 

Home 4.1% 
Bus/Trolley 4.3% 

Carpool 10.4% 

Drive Alone 76% 

Regional Rail 0.8% 
Other 1% 

Home 3.5% 
Walk 4% 

Bus/Trolley 4.4% 

Carpool 9.4% 

Drive Alone 76.4% 

MONTgOMERy COUNTy COMMUTINg PATTERNS (bASEd ON 2010 CENSUS dATA) CHELTENHAM COMMUTINg PATTERNS (bASEd ON 2010 CENSUS dATA) 

Bike 0.3% Bike 0.4% 
Other 0.7% 

Bus/Trolley 1.6% 
Regional Rail 3.1% 

Walk 3.1% 
Home 4% 

Carpool 7.8% 

Drive Alone 79.5% 

Other 0.5% 
Home 3.7% 

Walk 4% 
Bus/Trolley 4.3% 

Regional Rail 6.2% 

Carpool 9.2% 

Drive Alone 71.7% 
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      dRIvE ALONE TO WORk, bASEd ON 2005 - 2009 AMERICAN COMMUNITy SURvEy 

RAIL OR bUS TO WORk, bASEd ON 2005 - 2009 AMERICAN COMMUNITy SURvEy 
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Sustainability Resources

         

     

bIkE OR WALk TO WORk, bASEd ON 2005 - 2009 AMERICAN COMMUNITy SURvEy 

WORk FROM HOME, bASEd ON 2005 - 2009 AMERICAN COMMUNITy SURvEy 
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" West Conshohocken GG [Ûn Casinos " 
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WEST CALN 

WEST BRANDYWINE 
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Û MovieTheaters G 

CALN 
DowningtownÛ 
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Sources: DVRPC, 2000, 2009, 2011, 2012; FAA, 2009; Hoovers, 2011; Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, 2012; Pennsylvania Department of Health and Public Welfare, 2005; Philadelphia City Planning Commission, 2005, 2010; National Research Bureau, 2004; US Census Bureau 2006-2010. 
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Sustainability Resources
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Areas with Highest Potential for
Electric Vehicle Ownership 
Score by Census Block Group based on 
Household Income and Current Ownership 
of Hybrid or Electric Vehicles 

EV Adoption Potential Score 
0 to 4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
Municipal Boundaries 
Chevrolet Volt Owner 
Nissan Leaf Owner 
EV Charging Stations Planned 

May 2012 

0 1.25 2.5 5 7.5 

Miles 

Riegelsville 

DURHAM 

BRIDGETON 

SPRINGFIELD NOCKAMIXON 

TINICUM 
HAYCOCK 

RICHLANDRichlandtown 

Quakertown 
MILFORD 

BEDMINSTER 
Trumbauersville 

Elverson WHITPAIN Ambler UPPER MORELAND 
LOWER PROVIDENCEEAST NORRITON UPPER DUBLIN LOWER SOUTHAMPTONPenndel 

Phoenixville Hulmeville Tullytown EAST NANTMEAL LOWER MORELAND EAST PIKELAND WEST NORRITON 
WEST NANTMEAL Norristown 

WEST VINCENT Bryn Athyn BRISTOL 
PLYMOUTH ABINGTON 

Bridgeport WHITEMARSH Bristol 
WEST PIKELAND 

SCHUYLKILL BENSALEM 
Honey Brook SPRINGFIELD Jenkintown 

EAST ROCKHILL East Greenville 
UPPER HANOVER 

Pennsburg PLUMSTEAD 
Red Hill 

WEST ROCKHILLPerkasie Dublin 
SOLEBURY 

MARLBOROUGH Sellersville New Hope 
Silverdale 

DOUGLASS SALFORD HILLTOWN Green Lane 
Telford 

Telford BUCKINGHAM 
UPPER FREDERICK FRANCONIA 

UPPER SALFORD 

NEW HANOVER Souderton NEW BRITAIN Doylestown 

New Britain UPPER MAKEFIELD Chalfont 
LOWER FREDERICK Hatfield 

DOYLESTOWN UPPER POTTSGROVE 

HATFIELD WRIGHTSTOWN 
LOWER SALFORD WEST POTTSGROVE 

LOWER POTTSGROVE Schwenksville 
NEWTOWN 

Pottstown Lansdale WARRINGTON WARWICK 
TOWAMENCIN MONTGOMERY Yardley 

LIMERICK PERKIOMEN LOWER MAKEFIELD 
NORTH COVENTRY 

Newtown 
SKIPPACK UPPER GWYNEDD Ivyland 

EAST COVENTRY WARMINSTER 
NORTHAMPTON Morrisville 

Trappe HORSHAM 
WORCESTER 

SOUTH COVENTRY 

North Wales 
MIDDLETOWN 

Royersford Collegeville LOWER GWYNEDD 
Hatboro WARWICK Spring City Langhorne 

UPPER SOUTHAMPTON FALLS EAST VINCENT UPPER PROVIDENCE Langhorne Manor 

WALLACE UPPER MERION 

Conshohocken 
TREDYFFRIN 

CHARLESTOWN HONEY BROOK UPPER UWCHLAN 

West Conshohocken 

UWCHLAN 
WEST BRANDYWINE EAST WHITELAND 

EAST BRANDYWINE Malvern 
WEST CALN EASTTOWN RADNOR LOWER MERION EAST CALNWEST WHITELAND 

Downingtown Narberth 
EAST GOSHEN 

CALN WILLISTOWN VALLEY 
NEWTOWN 

SADSBURYVALLEYCoatesville WEST GOSHEN HAVERFORD 
WEST SADSBURY South Coatesville 

Parkesburg Modena WEST BRADFORD West Chester MARPLE Millbourne 

Atglen EDGMONT EAST BRADFORD UPPER DARBY 

WESTTOWN 
EAST FALLOWFIELD 

Lansdowne 

10 HIGHLAND NEWLIN SPRINGFIELD 
UPPER PROVIDENCE 

Yeadon 
THORNBURYTHORNBURY Media DARBYAldanDarby 

WEST FALLOWFIELD 
Collingdale 

BIRMINGHAM 
POCOPSON MIDDLETOWN Swarthmore Glenolden 

WEST MARLBOROUGH Chester Heights 
NETHER PROVIDENCE 

Rose Valley RIDLEY Folcroft 
DARBY 

EAST MARLBOROUGH 

PENNSBURY 
LONDONDERRY Ridley ParkNorwood CONCORD 

CHADDS FORD 
ASTONBrookhaven 

TINICUM 
CHESTER Eddystone 

UPPER OXFORD BETHEL Chester Kennett Square 

Rockledge CHELTENHAM

Philadelphia 

LONDON GROVE 
PENN West GroveAvondale 

LOWER OXFORD NEW GARDEN 

Oxford FRANKLIN 
NEW LONDON 

EAST NOTTINGHAM 

LONDON BRITAIN 

KENNETT UPPER CHICHESTER 

LOWER CHICHESTERTrainer 
Marcus Hook 

WEST NOTTINGHAM 
ELK 

helpful links: 

Sources: DVRPC, 2012; PA DEP, 2012; PennDOT, 2012; U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2006-2010 5-Year Estimates. 

international walk to school in the usa, http://www. 
walktoschool.org/ 

national Center for bicycling and walking, http://www. 
bikewalk.org/saferoutestoschool.php 

national Center for safe Routes to school, http://www. 
saferoutesinfo.org/ 

safe Routes to school national partnership, http://safer-
outespartnership.org/ 

smart ways, http://www.epa.gov/smartway/ 

Greener Driving tips, http://www.greenercars.org/driving-
tips.htm 

6 ways to save Gas, http://www.greendrivingusa.com/ 
sixtips.html 

Fuel economy Resources, http://www.fueleconomy.gov/ 

aCeee’s Green book, http://www.greenercars.org/green-
book.htm 

bicycle Coalition of Greater philadelphia, http://www. 
bicyclecoalition.org/ 

Greater philadelphia’s Regional trail network, http://con-
nectthecircuit.org/ 

trail link by Rails to trails Conservancy, http://www. 
traillink.com/ 

Rideshare Community, http://www.ridester.com/ 

eRideshare, http://www.erideshare.com/ 

iCarpool, http://www.icarpool.com/ 

pickup pal, http://www.pickuppal.com/pup/intro.html 

septa Regional Rail, http://www.septa.org/service/rail/ 

septa trip planner, http://airs1.septa.org/bin/query. 
exe/n?s=From?&SALL=1&z=To?&ZALL=1&getstop=1&-
date=9/19/12&time=10:25%20AM& 

public transit in your Community, http://www.publictrans-
portation.org/tools/local/Pages/Pennsylvania.aspx#a51 

Fuel savings Calculator, http://www.publictransportation. 
org/tools/fuelsavings/Pages/default.aspx 

Carbon savings Calculator, http://www.publictransporta-
tion.org/tools/carbonsavings/Pages/default.aspx 

Google maps transit, http://www.google.com/intl/en/land-
ing/transit/#mdy 

public transit Facts at a Glance, http://www.publictrans-
portation.org/news/facts/Pages/default.aspx 

transportation, Climate Change and public health, http:// 
www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/C09561E4-CAF2-4917-A231-
9207A4C1DB4E/0/ClimateChangeTranspFactSheet.pdf 

the hidden health Costs of transportation, http://www. 
apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/B96B32A2-FA00-4D79-99AB-
F0446C63B254/0/TheHiddenHealthCostsofTransportation-
Backgrounder.pdf 

http://www.walktoschool.org/
http://www.walktoschool.org/
http://www.bikewalk.org/saferoutestoschool.php
http://www.bikewalk.org/saferoutestoschool.php
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/
http://saferoutespartnership.org/
http://saferoutespartnership.org/
http://www.epa.gov/smartway/
http://www.greenercars.org/drivingtips.htm
http://www.greenercars.org/drivingtips.htm
http://www.greendrivingusa.com/sixtips.html
http://www.greendrivingusa.com/sixtips.html
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/
http://www.greenercars.org/greenbook.htm
http://www.greenercars.org/greenbook.htm
http://www.bicyclecoalition.org/
http://www.bicyclecoalition.org/
http://connectthecircuit.org/
http://connectthecircuit.org/
http://www.traillink.com/
http://www.traillink.com/
http://www.ridester.com/
http://www.erideshare.com/
http://www.icarpool.com/
http://www.pickuppal.com/pup/intro.html
http://www.septa.org/service/rail/
http://airs1.septa.org/bin/query.exe/en?s=From?&SALL=1&z=To?&ZALL=1&getstop=1&date=9/19/12&time=10:25 AM&
http://airs1.septa.org/bin/query.exe/en?s=From?&SALL=1&z=To?&ZALL=1&getstop=1&date=9/19/12&time=10:25 AM&
http://airs1.septa.org/bin/query.exe/en?s=From?&SALL=1&z=To?&ZALL=1&getstop=1&date=9/19/12&time=10:25 AM&
http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/local/Pages/Pennsylvania.aspx#a51
http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/local/Pages/Pennsylvania.aspx#a51
http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/fuelsavings/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/fuelsavings/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/carbonsavings/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.publictransportation.org/tools/carbonsavings/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.google.com/intl/en/landing/transit/#mdy
http://www.google.com/intl/en/landing/transit/#mdy
http://www.publictransportation.org/news/facts/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.publictransportation.org/news/facts/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/C09561E4-CAF2-4917-A231-9207A4C1DB4E/0/ClimateChangeTranspFactSheet.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/C09561E4-CAF2-4917-A231-9207A4C1DB4E/0/ClimateChangeTranspFactSheet.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/C09561E4-CAF2-4917-A231-9207A4C1DB4E/0/ClimateChangeTranspFactSheet.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/B96B32A2-FA00-4D79-99AB-F0446C63B254/0/TheHiddenHealthCostsofTransportationBackgrounder.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/B96B32A2-FA00-4D79-99AB-F0446C63B254/0/TheHiddenHealthCostsofTransportationBackgrounder.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/B96B32A2-FA00-4D79-99AB-F0446C63B254/0/TheHiddenHealthCostsofTransportationBackgrounder.pdf
http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/B96B32A2-FA00-4D79-99AB-F0446C63B254/0/TheHiddenHealthCostsofTransportationBackgrounder.pdf
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Waste Management 
Cheltenham is concerned with its waste production. it 
aims to reduce total tonnage produced, increase reuse, 
and increase diversion to recycling streams. 

CHELTENHAM REFUSE ANd RECyCLINg SCHEdULE 

Cheltenham Waste Generation and Recycling 
Data (provided by the Cheltenham EAC): 
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 HELPFUL LINKS: 

Cheltenham township Recycling Guidelines, http://chel-
tenhamtownship.org/pView.aspx?id=3293&catid=29 

montgomery County’s household hazardous waste 
Collection program, http://www2.montcopa.org/montco/ 
cwp/view,a,3,q,74873.asp 

tips for efective Composting, 

http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/garden/07212.pdf 

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/rrr/composting/ 
science.htm 

101 ways to Reduce waste, http://www.deq.pima.gov/ 
waste/101ways.html 

building materials Reuse association, http://www.bmra. 
org/listings/browse-by-state?catid=54 

planet Reuse, http://www.planetreuse.com/ 

http://cheltenhamtownship.org/pView.aspx?id=3293&catid=29
http://cheltenhamtownship.org/pView.aspx?id=3293&catid=29
http://www2.montcopa.org/montco/cwp/view,a,3,q,74873.asp
http://www2.montcopa.org/montco/cwp/view,a,3,q,74873.asp
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/garden/07212.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/rrr/composting/science.htm
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/rrr/composting/science.htm
http://www.deq.pima.gov/waste/101ways.html
http://www.deq.pima.gov/waste/101ways.html
http://www.bmra.org/listings/browse-by-state?catid=54
http://www.bmra.org/listings/browse-by-state?catid=54
http://www.planetreuse.com/
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Water Management 
water management, in its many forms, is critical to 
the wellbeing of Cheltenham township.  Concerns 
about stormwater and wastewater are foremost in the 
thoughts of Cheltenham’s citizens and government.
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    Cheltenham Impervious Surfaces Statistics based on 
a Montgomery County Planning Commission Study: 

LAND AREA: 

the total land area of Cheltenham township is: 
251,813,889 square feet 

5780.9 acres 

9.03 square miles 

IMPERVIOUS COVER: 

impervious surfaces cover a total of 1,805 acres 
of land area in Cheltenham township, comprising 
31.2% of the Township’s total land area. 

BUILDING STRUCTURES: 

there are 11,862 buildings/structures in the township.  
these include residential and non-residential structures, 
some accessory structures (such as detached garages 
and sheds), and even such small structures as mausole-
ums in the archdiocese cemetery.  

the township’s building structures cover 549 acres of 
land area, comprising 9.5% of the township’s total land 
area. 

DRIVEWAYS, WALKWAYS, PATIOS, ETC.: 

there are 10,067 driveways, walkways, patios, etc. on 
private property in the township.  these asphalt and 
concrete slabs cover 308 acres of land area, comprising 
5.3% of the township’s total land area. 

PARKING LOTS: 

there are more than 400 surface parking lots and asso-
ciated driveways in the township.  these asphalt and 
concrete areas (including islands within parking lots) 
cover 348 acres of land area, comprising 5.3% of the 
township’s total land area. 

ROADWAYS AND RAIL LINES: 

the township’s public travelways (including roads, 
medians, sidewalks, bridges, and paved shoulders) cover 
568 acres of land area, and rail lines and bridges cover 
another 17 acres of land, totaling 585 acres, comprising 
10.1% of the township’s total land area. 

POOLS, PONDS, AND DITCHES: 

there are 479 pools in the township, as well as 25 con-
crete ponds and drainage ditches / channeled stream 
sections, all covering 14 acres of land area. 

IMPERvIOUS SURFACE AREA IN CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP 

Public Roadways, Sidewalks, and Rail Lines 32% 

Pools, Ponds, and Ditches 1% 

Buildings 30% 

Parking, Driveways, 
Walkways, and Patios 37% 
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  2012 RIPARIAN bUFFER ASSESSMENT (STUdy dONE by THE HERITAgE CONSERvANCy) 

HELPFUL LINKS: water Conservation tips sheet 

epa’s watersense program for Reducing water usage & http://www.warwick-bucks.org/stormwater/pdf/Water%20 
Calculating savings, http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/ Conservation%20Tips.pdf 
index.html 

hot water Conservation tips, http://energy.gov/ener-
gysaver/articles/reduce-hot-water-use-energy-savings 

build- a-Rain barrel workshops, Rutgers water Resources 
program, http://www.water.rutgers.edu/Stormwater_Man-
agement/rainbarrels.html#home 

energy star products, http://www.energystar.gov/index. 
cfm?c=products.pr_fnd_es_products 

tookany/tacony Creek integrated watershed manage-
ment plan, http://www.phillywatersheds.org/doc/Taco-
ny_Frankford_WMP.pdf 

http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/index.html
http://energy.gov/energysaver/articles/reduce-hot-water-use-energy-savings
http://energy.gov/energysaver/articles/reduce-hot-water-use-energy-savings
http://www.water.rutgers.edu/Stormwater_Management/rainbarrels.html#home
http://www.water.rutgers.edu/Stormwater_Management/rainbarrels.html#home
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_find_es_products
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_find_es_products
http://www.phillywatersheds.org/doc/Tacony_Frankford_WMP.pdf
http://www.phillywatersheds.org/doc/Tacony_Frankford_WMP.pdf
http://www.warwick-bucks.org/stormwater/pdf/Water Conservation Tips.pdf
http://www.warwick-bucks.org/stormwater/pdf/Water Conservation Tips.pdf
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Sustainability Resources
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Ecological Stewardship 
it is important to protect existing natural resources in 
Cheltenham township and look for opportunities to 
supplement what is already here. 

OPEN SPACE NETWORk 

Cheltenham Township Open Space Network 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania Abington Township City of Philadelphia 
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Sustainability Resources

  

TREE CANOPY: 

mCpC hand-outlined (in Gis) more than 7,000 trees 
and tree masses (multiple trees with a merged canopy), 
based on 2010 aerial photography, to create the tree 
canopy shown here. the tree canopy shown here covers 
2,280 acres of land area (99,347,684 square feet; 3.6 
square miles), which represents coverage of 39.4% of the 
total land area of the township (5,781 acres). 

based on our analysis, almost 40% of Cheltenham town-
ship has tree cover. 

TREE COvERAgE 

HELPFUL LINKS: 

FaQs about invasive species, http://www.fws.gov/inva-
sives/faq.html#q9 

american Forests http://www.americanforests.org 

arbor Day Foundation tree Guide, http://www.arborday. 
org/learn/ 

tree maintenance Guide, tips on proper tree selection, 
planting & pruning, http://www.oru.com/documents/en-
ergyandsafety/treemaintenanceguide.pdf 

Rutgers, nJ agricultural experiment station, tree, shrub 
and Flower Growing Fact sheets and bulletins, http:// 

njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/subcategory.asp?cat=5&sub=41 

eco-health relationship browser, http://www.epa.gov/ 
research/healthscience/browser/index.html 

philadelphia horticultural society subject Guides http:// 
www.pennsylvaniahorticulturalsociety.org/learning-cen-
ter/ 

phs Gold medal plants http://www.goldmedalplants.org/ 

http://www.fws.gov/invasives/faq.html#q9
http://www.fws.gov/invasives/faq.html#q9
http://www.americanforests.org
http://www.arborday.org/learn/
http://www.arborday.org/learn/
http://www.oru.com/documents/energyandsafety/treemaintenanceguide.pdf
http://www.oru.com/documents/energyandsafety/treemaintenanceguide.pdf
http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/subcategory.asp?cat=5&sub=41
http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/subcategory.asp?cat=5&sub=41
http://www.epa.gov/research/healthscience/browser/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/research/healthscience/browser/index.html
http://www.pennsylvaniahorticulturalsociety.org/learning-center/
http://www.pennsylvaniahorticulturalsociety.org/learning-center/
http://www.pennsylvaniahorticulturalsociety.org/learning-center/
http://www.goldmedalplants.org/
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Healthy Living For All 
to sustain good health among township residents it is 
important that they have access to fresh food, health-
care and physical activity opportunities 

FOOd ACCESSIbILITy (WITHIN HALF MILE WALkINg RAdIUS) 

there are a number of grocery options in Cheltenham 
CHELTENHAM ObESITy dATA (bASEd ON 2010 CENSUS dATA): township that are accessible by walking, demonstrated 

by the blue areas (half- mile radius).  the area in purple 40
represents a food desert, because there are no accessi-
ble food options within walking distance.  there are no 35 

fresh supermarkets such as whole Foods or trader’s Joe’s 30 
accessible by walking from any part of the township, al-
though those stores are within the 2 mile radius (typical 25 

bicycling distance). 20 

the Cheltenham Vacant land map shows the location of 15 

vacant land and areas zoned for agricultural purposes in 10 
Cheltenham township.  these spaces could potentially 
be used for community gardens. 5 

there are currently only two established community 0 

gardens in Cheltenham township.  one is located in 
wyncote and the other in the lamott neighborhood. National 

Montgomery 

Obese Diabetes 
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vACANT LANd 

COMMUNITy gARdENS 
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AREA HEALTH CARE FACILITIES 

HOUSEHOLdS WITH FOOd STAMPS 
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HELPFUL LINKS: 

Community Garden benefts & Requirements, http:// 
www.cityfarmer.org/madison.html 

FoodRoutes network & Community involved in sustain-
ing agriculture (Cisa, http://www.foodroutes.org/bl_tool-
kit.jsp 

local harvest, http://www.localharvest.org/ 

pennsylvania association for sustainable agriculture, 
http://www.pasafarming.org/ 

buy Fresh buy local, http://www.buylocalpa.org/ 

the Food trust, http://www.thefoodtrust.org/ 

airnow, http://www.airnow.gov/ 

air pollutants, http://www.epa.gov/air/airpollutants.html 

pa’s environmental Facility application Compliance 
tracking system, http://www.ahs2.dep.state.pa.us/eFacts-
Web/default.aspx 

Design for the environment – labeled products, http:// 
www.epa.gov/dfe/pubs/projects/formulat/formpart.htm 

Green at work Guide, http://fles.dep.state.pa.us/Energy/ 
Governor’s%20Green%20Governance%20Council/GGGC-
PortalFiles/greenatworkguide.pdf 

top Green homes terms, http://www.epa.gov/greenho-
mes/TopGreenHomeTerms.htm 

urban planning and public health: a story of separation 
and Reconnection 

by lawrence D. Frank phD, Rla and sarah Kavage mup 

http://www.nursingcenter.com/lnc/journalarticle?Arti-
cle_ID=786709 

http://www.cityfarmer.org/madison.html
http://www.cityfarmer.org/madison.html
http://www.foodroutes.org/bl_toolkit.jsp
http://www.foodroutes.org/bl_toolkit.jsp
http://www.localharvest.org/
http://www.pasafarming.org/
http://www.buylocalpa.org/
http://www.thefoodtrust.org/
http://www.airnow.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/air/airpollutants.html
http://www.ahs2.dep.state.pa.us/eFactsWeb/default.aspx
http://www.ahs2.dep.state.pa.us/eFactsWeb/default.aspx
http://www.epa.gov/dfe/pubs/projects/formulat/formpart.htm
http://www.epa.gov/dfe/pubs/projects/formulat/formpart.htm
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/Energy/Governor's Green Governance Council/GGGCPortalFiles/greenatworkguide.pdf
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/Energy/Governor's Green Governance Council/GGGCPortalFiles/greenatworkguide.pdf
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/Energy/Governor's Green Governance Council/GGGCPortalFiles/greenatworkguide.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/greenhomes/TopGreenHomeTerms.htm
http://www.epa.gov/greenhomes/TopGreenHomeTerms.htm
http://www.nursingcenter.com/lnc/journalarticle?Article_ID=786709
http://www.nursingcenter.com/lnc/journalarticle?Article_ID=786709
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Local Economy 
local economy plays a vital role in any sustainability 
efort. it is crucial to understand the dynamics of how 
residents live, work and shop. these activities can have a 
tremendous impact establishing a strong, local economy.
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Sustainability Resources

 

 

HELPFUL LINKS: 

Cheltenham township business Directory, http://chelten-
hamtownship.org/businessview.aspx?l=a 

sustainable business network of Greater philadelphia, 
http://www.sbnphiladelphia.org/ 

business alliance for local living economies (balle), 
http://www.livingeconomies.org/ 

us Green Chamber, http://www.usgreenchamber.com/ 

sustainable business network of Greater philadelphia, 
http://sbnphiladelphia.org/ 

Greater philadelphia Green business program, http:// 
phillygreenbiz.com/ 

u.s. small business administration, http://www.sba.gov/ 
category/navigation-structure/starting-managing-busi-
ness/managing-business/running-business/green-busi-
ness-guide 

a guidebook to the Green economy issue 1: Green 
economy, Green Growth, and low-Carbon Development 
- history, defnitions and a guide to recent publications, 
un-Desa 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/index.php?page=view&-
type=400&nr=528&menu=45 

http://cheltenhamtownship.org/businessview.aspx?l=a
http://cheltenhamtownship.org/businessview.aspx?l=a
http://www.sbnphiladelphia.org/
http://www.livingeconomies.org/
http://www.usgreenchamber.com/
http://sbnphiladelphia.org/
http://phillygreenbiz.com/
http://phillygreenbiz.com/
http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/starting-managing-business/managing-business/running-business/green-business-guide
http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/starting-managing-business/managing-business/running-business/green-business-guide
http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/starting-managing-business/managing-business/running-business/green-business-guide
http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/starting-managing-business/managing-business/running-business/green-business-guide
http://www.uncsd2012.org/index.php?page=view&type=400&nr=528&menu=45
http://www.uncsd2012.org/index.php?page=view&type=400&nr=528&menu=45


www.Cheltenhamtownship.org
I

R
D

D

R
E

N
A

A

V
E

E

O
E

R
A

R
D

N
R

E
O

L
L

E

S

S
LI

W
A

LL
E

O
AA

E

B
R

R
D

A
O
O

E
W

E
N O

L

R
R

R

A
V

E
IR

E
S

O

H

E
LL

N

A
E

O
W

A

T

E
E

A
E

LAKESIDE AVE 

C
E
N
TR

A
L

C
H
ES

TN
UT

 

E

H
IG

H
L
A
N
D
 

A
V
E
 

ED
G
E
LY 

OAKDALE AVE STA
N
LEY 

MT CARMEL AVE 

VA
L
LE

Y
 G

L
E
N
 R

D
 

H
O
L
M

E
 A

V
E
 

R
O

L
LI

N
G

 H
IL

L
 R

D
 

KE
SW

IC
K
 

S
H

E
L
B
O

U
R
N
E
 S

T AVE 

H
A
S
B

R
O
O

K
 A

V
E
 

AVE W
O
O
D
LYN

 

W
A
L
K
E
R
 A

V
E
 

LY
N
W

O
O

D
 A

V
E
 

C
LI

V
E
D
E
N

 A
V
E
 

PAXSON AVE AVE 

E
D
G
E
 H

IL
L 

R
O

S
LY

N
 A

V
E
 

H
A
IN

ES
 A

V
E M

A
R
TIN

 R
D ZA

N
E
 A

V
E
 

ED
G
E
R
TO

N
 

W
ES

T 
AV

E 

N
O
R
TH

 A
V
E
 

S
U
S
A
N
 D

R
 

JENK

R
YE

R
S
 A

V
E
 

P
E
R
R
Y 

S
T 

C
A
R
D

IN
A
L RO

B
ER

TS
 

AV
E 

H
O
U
S
TO

N
 

I

M
A
TH

E
R
 

NTOWN

RD
 T RD

 

S
O

U
TH

 TYS
O
N
 

E IAVE SU
MM

PAXSON AVE dAV
E  

A
V
E
 

w RD 

AVE 

R
D
 

R
D
 

AVE a TOWNSHIP LINE RD 2.RURALSIDE AVE r TOWNSHIP LINE RD TOWNSHIP LINE 4 d ARGYLE RD H3 . BETHAN    RD  

FIS
H
E
R R

D
 

E
A

S
T  E L K I N S P

G
LE

N
 R

D
 

FO
R
E
S
T 

A
V
E
 

ROOSEV
AV
E
E
LT 

S
T RD 

H
A
S
B

R
O
O

K
 A

V
E
 

2 arr

H
U
B

E
R
 

D R

M
E
E
TI
N
G
H

O
U
S
E
 R

D
 

TYSON AVE WILSON y  

R
O

B
E
R
TS

 R
D
 

J

DPARK LN CALEB 

TU
LP

EH
O
C
K
EN

 

E
L

T E N H A M 

EBROOKE RD LA
N

W
AV

ER
LY

 

KE
SW

IC
K
 A

VE
 A 

I 
L 

A 
D 

E 
L 

P 
H 

I 
P 

H 

ST JAMES 

NAVE 
BROOKDALE     AVE KREWSON K

LN
 ICLAYTO

N 

H
EW

ET
T 

R
D
 N

O
D

G
R
O
V
EE WAY 

H
A
W

TH
O
R
N
E
 

T

AV  

RD
 

FO
XC

R
O

FT
 R

D
 

O

P A R K A
V
E
 

PL YEW O LN W

C
A
R
R
O

LL
 A

V
E
 

EA
ST

GLENSIDE AVE 

N
E
W

 S
T 

TO IF
F PL 

RICHELFIELD M
EKI

WPARKSIDE 

D N B  RD 

R

L BEECHER 

TE
R 

C
L iD L r AV
E 

G E 
dIRD H  LN 

H
A
R
R
IS

O
N
 A

V
E
 

SLN 

W
IL

LO
W

 G
R
O
VE

 A
VE

 

HEW

LY
N
W

O
O

D
 A

V
E
 

ITT
 GLENVIEW AVE 

E
D

G
E

 H I L L 
FP

LN
 

AVE ERN aE I

W

G
R
E
E
N

B
R
IA

RWESLEY nc

KE V R
D
 

HE ITT A

E
LM

 

A
V
E
 

BROOK 

MARVIN  t

TH
O

M
S
O

N
 

E

LIS
M

O
R
E
 A

V
E

RD ua

V
I

L
L

A 
D MONTIER RD D 

VE
 

I R AS AVE V ry N

AS
P
EN

 W
A
Y E AD E RD  L RG

W
EB

ST
ER

S
TO

N
E
H
O
U
S
E
 RD

  MAPLE
R

E
LL

E
N
 L

N
 N

EW
 S

EC
O

N
D
 ST 

R
YE

R
S
 

E RD I

H
EA

C
O
C
K
 L

N
 MANOR 

H
A
S
B

R
O
O

K
 A

V
E
 

T

A
V
E
 

N

MEA
DE WAVERLY  AO B BUTTONWOOD 

G
R
EE

N
W

O
O
D
 VE M E C

AD
W

ALA
D
ER

 

E
L 

K I N S 
R WHARTON 

B
E
R
YL

 R
D
 

MYRTLE K RD HE

W Y N
 C O T E 

1 RD BENT RD 

H
IG

H
 S

C
H
O
O

L 
R
D
 

AV
E AL F JE MORR

RD EN Y WAY 
CH AVE D N

LN
 

NG
TO

N M LN L H E

CHUR
CH y K ELTEN H

OAVE 

Y 3.STANLEY AVE I S IW
ES

TM
IN

STER
 

L N a

G
L E N S I 

D E A
V
E
 

R NL T 

LN
 TOWR

R
IC

E
S
 M

IL
L
 R

D
 

S D

w

MAPLE
E 4.EDGLEY AVE LAUREL AVE 

 

H H O D R N

kC I I LLLS
R 1.RADCLIFF RD 

B
R
O

O
K
S
ID

E R
D
 

D 

W
AS

H  5.FORSYTHE AVE D

C

RD r AVE 

D
EA

V
ER

 P
L CRESCENT RD 

FA
IR

V
IE

W
 R

D TOOKANY

 K 

E
A
S
TO

N
 R

D
 

Y

a 

YO
R
K
 R

O
A
D
 

DR CUSTIS RD 

RD
 

OC S

PRTOXONY RD O E R

W
IN

D
IN

G
 W

A
Y K RL D  O KENT ON kM P APLYMOUTH RD 

 CREEK S
P
U
R UPLAND 

E K

NGSTE

ree

 

WETH
ERILL

 RD AVE N STO
C
K
TO

N
 R

D
 

HH PKY 
RD N 

M
A
R
IO

N
 R

D
 T ILLL IL

W
A
L
N
 R

D
 N IN K  E D

C

P A R K 

LI
N
D
LE

Y 
R
D
 RD E R WALT LN R  yO AY

 W PARDEE LN 

M nE 6 DEAVER RD 

I

WSN V

B
EA

VE
R
 

SPRING- aWESTVIEW ID AL  LIBERTY OLD SOLDI

k SI HOUSE WALTHAM RD N

B
R
ID

LE
 R

D
 

KE

oo

G D RD 

RD
 BW GEORGIAN A RD R IO C PA SHOEMAKER RD 

 YY L C

TL LN 7 T LABURNAM LN ERS 
O

R O

C
US

TI
S
 R

D
 RD R RD E MGREENWOOD PL 

C
E
N
TR

A
LN D V A

B
EN

T 
RD

 

FO
S
TE

R
 R

D
 

ROLLING GREEN 

RD A C

ER
 WARING RD WFOX RD  

RO
C
K
 L

N
 

 R

AS
HBOUR

NED WALL PARK DR 
PKY

 CHELTEN HILLS DR 

D CHURCH RD D LR

RO
W

LA
N
D
 A

VE
 

ROYAL AVE 

US R

A
V
E
 

 K  RD BARKER EKE A

P
E
N
N
H
IL

L 

V BO RE HIGHLAND 
A

W
O
O

D
L
A
N
D
 

D  

OOKA
NY CR

D
 

N R

G
R
EE

N
W

O
O

D
 A

VE
 

 O R H

A
V
E
 

RD S HTWICKENHAM 

C RD I

M
U
LF

O
R
D

 R
D
 

6.LINCOLN AVER A RR PT US AA H T 7.HASBROOK RD 

W
A
L
D
E
N
 

VY
 L

N RH C

TH
O

M
A
S
 

D L K

G
R
IB

B
E
L
 R

D
 

RHARRISON 

S
IN

K
L
E
R
 R

D
 

RD I

R
D
 

 M A

R O W L A N D 
WIDENER 

V

R
D
 E CHURCH RD E K CROYDEN I C

AR
TER

 LN
 

GE IAVE 

LA
V
E
R
O
C
K
 R

D
 L MP DELL LN COOKE 

N RD 
O

LI
N
D
LE

Y 
R
D
 A N CROYDEN RD  TT NPERAL 

RD 5 

G
LE

N
 O

A
K
 

TIER K GRD OE 

GERS DR 

MSO
N 

P A R K R
D
 

A E
OL MVELKINS AVE R I

OD E L

SCHOVE
 Y BOYER RD L

TO
O
KA

N
Y 

C
R
EE

K
 

R A  R ED 
NS D  LR GH

C H E L T E N
KI

 H I L L S 

EL
K

PI
TT

 

I D I

H
E
A
TH

E
R
 R

D
 

N H

SU
N
S
ET

 R
D
 

RS

RD
 

G
EO

R
G
IAN

 R
D
 

M
U
LB

E
R
R
Y PATRICIA GREEN C

AM
B
ER

LY 

 A ARBOR RD 

O
 F

 

G
IL

B
E
R
T 

R
A
M

B
L
E
R
 R

D
 

V

PK
Y 

RA
N
D
A
LL

 R
D
 

W
H
IT

E
W

O
O

D
 

E SPRUCE 

R
D
 

DR LN 

HARRISON AVE RD
 REDWOOD LN LN

 

ROCK LN R
D
 

CHURCH RD LN 
ASHBOURNE RD PE

N
N
 

ASHMEAD RD 

LCHURCH RD HILTON LN 

ST E H

B I

B D

GERARD IR

D
ED 

G
R
E
E
N
W

O
O

D H

FALCON DR G R ARBORETUM RD 

R
O

N
A
E
L
E
 D

R
 L A

GA
YL

 R
D
 N ORLEANS RD N IE N

AVE 

A
V
E
 

N

PA
R
KSPRING AVE EM

A
L
B

R
IG

H
T 

R S

A
V
E O

U

A
V
E
 

 N

LE
E
C
H
 

R

B
E
R

W
YN

 

O T
RD 

TO
B

Y 14 D RICEWYNN S G

B P O
GYPSY LN 

NSELM
 

C
E
D
A
R
 L

N
 

H D
R
 

R M

R
D
 

AS I EN V

U
N
IO

N
 A

V
E
 

A D RWEBB RD E RD G Y R APANTHER RD  
SANDY HILL RD A COVENTRY AVE PLEASANT HILL 

VE FORT WASHINGTON EXPY 

C
A
V
E
R
S
H
A
M

H
O
P
E
L
A
N
D
 

C E D A R B R O
O

13.GLENWOOD RD 

C
LY

D
E

S
TO

N
E
 

DR 

R
D
 

LEVICK ST D
R
 

14.LAYAYETTE AVE EMORY LN R
D
 

13 

P A R K 

S
E
M

IN
O

LE
 A

V
E
 

HEDGEROW LN 
SURREY 

RD 

LY
C
O
M

IN
G
 A

VE
 

DEER RUN RD 
DOE LN 

SALISBURY ANDREA RD 

 R
D ASHBOURNE RD 

RO
C
K
 C

R
EE

K 

W
O
O

D
L
A
W

N
 A

V
E
 

BOK RD 

UMRD LODGES STETSON RD 

LA
FA

YE
TT

E 

B
OR

ET

F BELL 
TOWANDA 

O
A
K 

LA
N
E
 R

D
 AW

N D

CARLTON 

W
AT

ER
S
 R

D
 

RD
 

C
O
VE

N
TR

Y 

D
R 

LE
V
IS

 R
D
 O

LD

C 
I 

T 
Y LN 

O
LD

 M
IL

L 
R
D
 

G
R
EE

N
 V

A
LL

E
Y 

R
D
 

LA
R
Z
E
L
E
R
E
 

 AVE 

EM
EN

TS

B
EN

N
ET

T RD 

C
O
B

D
E
N
 R

D
 

AVE 

B
A
R
C
LAY C

IR
 

R

JU
N
IP

E
R  

CHAPEL 

L A V E R O C K 

YO
R
K
 

AV
E 

AV
E W

ILLO
W
 G

R
O
VE 

R

AOLD 

AV
E 

K 

W
E
S
T A

V
E
 

RD R
D
 

FARM RD 

L
R

O
S E 

ACADEMY LN LENAPE 
H

CL

R
D
 

W
A
S
H
IN

G
TO

N
 L

N
 

IWINDSOR AVE 

LRD LAVE ASH DAVE 

PROSPECT A

B
R
O
O
K
FI
E
LD

  
  
R
D
 LMCLARION 

E

NEW
BOLD LN

 B  LONGFELLOW AVE 11.VERNON RD A RRD O

S
P
R
IN

G
 

AVE D D N OMATHER WAY C12.MANCHESTER RD 

A
V
E MELROSE AVE LAVE 

W O N ULUCRETIA 10 P EAW
A
G
N
ER

 

R9 R  R

P
O

E K

N D 

TO
O

KA
N
Y 

C
R
EE

K
 

VWAY 

W
A
Y EE

IE

A
Z
A
L
E
A
 

MELROSE W

A
V
E
 

12 9.SUMMIT RD R  RG 11 STRATFORD AVE D E RLN
 

10.UNDERWOOD RD 

EDGEMOOR RD VE WISTAR DR AV STRATFORD AVE 

L A  M O T T 

D
EV

E
LO

N
 

E

PK
Y BHIGH AVE E

RI
C
H
A
RD

S
 R

D
 ARCLAJOHN RUSSELL CIR AVE MOSELEY AVE 

ASBURY AVE 

G
RA

N
ITE R

D
 

RD
 

YMORGAN LN  RD 
LAWNSIDE RD 

4
TH

 A
V
E
 

EFROEBEL COBDEN RD 

M

L GA
RR DD EN

 

I
SHARPLESS RD ZABE

IVIN
ETTA

 

HUMPHREY ANSLEY AVE THRD RD
 

 RD 

HAR

15 WAY O N
O
R
M

AN
D
Y 

R GR JOHNS RD D OI

W
A
V
E
R
LY

 R
D
 

FEN
TON S N O

VER
H
ILL 

E
A
S
TO

N
 R

D
 

B
 D

 S
T 

C
E
D
A
RTZ 

X A LN
 

N
EW

 S
EC

O
N
D
 ST 

O V8.CHANDLER RD 

LN
 

R
O

W
L
A
N
D
 A

V
E
 

N E 

C
H
A
TT

IN
 R

D
 

RD WILLOW AVE K 15.SUNNYBROOK AVE 
D 

VALLEY 
LANFAIR RD R

O
A
K 

AV
E 8 H

W
IL

LI
A
M

S
 W

A
Y 

B
U
TC

H
E
R

AV
E R

D
 

M
A
S
S
E
Y 

W
A
Y ILLC

R
ES

T R
D

S
H

A
R
P
L
E
S
S
 AS

B
U
R
Y 

K
E
E
N
A
N
 S

T 

S
C
H

O
O

L 
LN

 

16.BELLMAWR AVE 

S
YC

A
M

O
R
E
 

RD N S
T L

E
U
S
TO

N
 R

D
 

II AM
EK

DENNIS 

A
V
E
 

T
UNCONWELL CHELSEA VE
 

I

M
O

B
R
IE

F 

L
R
D
 

AAVE AVE 

N R
D
 16 RD  RD P

O
A
K
 

A
V
E
 

IKE CHELTENHAM AVE 
CHELTENHAM AVE C

R

1
2

TH
 S

T 

E 1
8
TH

 S
T 

72ND AV
E VR 

RE
NOVO

 C
O
VTO

N
 RD

 

P
IN

E
R
ID

G
E
 R

D
 3

R
D
 S

T 

E
S
C
EN

TV

B
O
UV

ER
 S

T 

73RD AV
E 

C
O
VTO

N
 RD

 

E

AN
D
R
EW

S
 AVE 

1
9
TH

 S
T 

A

W
A
LN

UT PA
R
K
 D

R
 

E 

M
A
R
YLA

N
D

 A
V
E
 

PITTV
ILLE AVE 

4
TH

 ST 

W
A
L
N
U
T L

N
 

2
0
TH

 S
T 

5
TH

 ST 

C
H
IL

D
S
 R

D
 

E N

M
T 

A
IR

Y 
A
V
E
 

U
P
S
A
L
 S

T TU
LP

E
H

O
C
K
E
N
 S

T 

 

S
E
V
E
N
 O

A
K
S
 R

D
 

M
E
R
M

A
ID

 L
N
 

IV
Y 

H
IL

L
 R

D 7
TH

 ST 

V

P
L
E
A
S
A
N
T 

A
V
E
 B

E
V
E
R
LY R

D
 

N 

W
O
O

D
B

R
O
O

K
 L

N

D
U
R
H
A
M

 S
T 

V
E
R
N
O

N
 R

D
 

G
R
EE

N
W

O
O
D
 S

T HE

E
LA

IN
E
 S

T 

M
T 

P
LE

A
S
A
N
T 

A
V
E
 

V 1
5
TH

 S
T 

FI
R
E
TH

O
R
N

E
 L

N
 

M
U
R
D
O
C
H

 R
D
 

M
C
P
H
E
R
S
O

N
 S

T 

C
O
W

E
N
 A

V
E
 

P
H
IL

-E
L
L
E
N
A
 S

T 

R
O

U
M

F
O
R
T 

A
V
E
 

A

2
1
S
T 

LA T AVE 

D

2
N
DD ST   0 KI H  RW H 7

B
R
O
A
D
 S

T 

AT T O9 8  

7 S
T 

ILLE 

7 S
T 

Ú 

PLEASANT HILL 

E
D
G
E
LY 

R
O

LL
IN

G
 H

IL
L 

R
D
 

OAKDALE AVE 

C
E
N
TR

A
L 

A
V
E
 

MT CARMEL 

S
TA

N
L
E
Y 

C
S

X 

H
O
L
M

E
 A

V
E
 

AV
E 

S
U
S
A
N

 D
R
 M

A
R
TIN

 R
D

H
A
IN

E
S
 A

V
E K

E
S
W

IC
K
 W

E
S
T 

A
V
E JENK

AV
E AVE W
O
O
D
LYN

 

INTOWN RD 

AV
E AV

E 

E
D
G
E
R
TO

N COTTMAN AVE 

E
D
G
E
 H

IL
L 

 T

RO
B
ER

TS
 

SU
MMI TOWNSHIP LINE RD R

D
 

H
O
U
S
TO

N
 

PAXSON AVE AV
E 

TYS
O
N
 

R
D
 

AV
E TOWNSHIP LINE RD AV

E 

FIS
H
E
R
 R

D
 

G
LE

N
 R

D
 

AV
E 

JEFFERSON AVE J

M
E
E
TI
N

G
H
O

U
S
E
 R

D
 E KREWSON NARGYLE RD 

RD
 BRIGHTON 

TU
LP

EH
O
C
K
EN

 S KCALEB 
ST JAMES 

Ih NROOSE 
A
V
V
E
E
LT 

D
 o T LN YEW RD 

SEPTA PARK LN e O

TYSON AVE 

O
O
DL

AN

m PL BEECHER AVE 

W
AV

ER
LY

 WRWAY 

D 

KE
S
W

IC
K
 A

VE
 a N PECO Electric Line BROOKDALE     AVE N PL k

H
E
W

E
TT

 R
D
 

L ELLIOTT BROOKE RD 
e P

RD
 r

AV
E

TO

C
LI

FF  CL Jenkintown 

W R
VE

 RD 

TE
R LL

A

EA
ST A

u
GLENSIDE AVE PARKSIDE 

L Y MARVIN RD n FRANKLIN AVE II T

H

G
R
E
E
N TH

O
M

S
O

N
 

M
EK

B
R
IA

RON 

R

R
D
 

FERNBROOK 

D HEWITT RD 

TT LN II

WLN 

W
IL

LO
W

 G
R
O
V
E
 A

V
E
 

EWESLEY 

AS
P
EN

 W
AY

 R
D
 

P

HE 

 A
VE

 IK
E 

V A N
E
W

 S
E
C
O
N
D
 S

T 

C
RD VE A D 

LIS
M

O
R
E
 AV

E
 

STERLING RD r RE MONTIER RD  MYRTLE eAVE 
EA

DED MANOR 

S
TO

N
E
H
O

U
S
E
 

e WHARTON 

W
E
B
S
TE

RI k S MAPLEN

C
AD

W
A
LA

D
E
R
 

H

H
EA

C
O
C
K
 L

N
 

MD E A

RL JM

G  ENK
 RD LN R AVE RD M

G
R
EE

N
W

O
O
D
 

E WAVERLY 

CHUR
CH I F O IT NON N LAUREL AVE BUTTONWOOD 

TB REO

AV
E 

D OWN
E BENT RD AV

E H
M CHELTEN

I ST 

 R LRD R

N
G
TO

N K LN

W
E
STM

IN
S
TER

 

L TOOKANY CREEK 

D  E S RL D E

LN
 

N O DR WAY 

B
R
O

O
K
S
ID

E
 R

D
 

Y L L R D MAPLE AVE 

 H D OY

TO
N R

D ILLS
 R I AY

M
il
lt
ow

n
 

A
S
H

YO
R
K
 R

O
A
D
 

KR O

C
E
D
A
R
 R

D
 RD

 

 E  R PHDR 
KRH K IS

WETHERILL
 RD CRESCENT RD 

CK

LL Y 
NGS

D
E
A
V
E
R
 P

L D C UPLAND 
E

W

STO
C
K
TO

N
 R

D
 

C
re
ek
  

S
P
U
RR DR O IP KKENT RD 

L

M
A
R
IO

N
 R

D
 E

EM

NCUSTIS RD 

Y T RD L I A

W
IN

D
IN

G
 W

AY
 

H NN N WPLYMOUTH RD 

E OLD SOLDIERS 

L  S
KEWALT LN WESTVIEW PARDEE LN 

E IP

LI
N
D
LE

Y 
R
D
 

R

B
IC

K
LE

Y 
R
D
 

DEAVER RD 

RD O RD 

HIGHLAND 

M

VE
 

FO
S
TE

R
 R

D
 

S SHOEMAKER RD 

W
RD ROLLING GREEN 

II

B
E
A
V
E
R L AN A  

RNECD C e 

R
O

W
LA

N
D

 A
V
E IN inD B O

PKY
 

SHBOUR
D
 

lG eR RD 

O M

BU
SL

ER
 pW

 Pi L A  YA

B
E
N
T 

R
D
 

EE
KT

R
O
C
K
 L

N
 

L D sC CHELTEN HILLS DR 

Y O

GaR A R

CHURCH RD R RN E
NY C

R n D D 

C
US

TI
S
 R

D
 

V D er RD A R t
 EasW D  AHR

TO
OKC sR  

exa

TH
O
M

A
S
 

K RHA UE SEPTA 

A TO HV P

G
R
E
E
N
W

O
O
D

 A
V
E
 

TA A C R
D
 

S R
N D K

VY
 L

NO R  
S A C

A
R
TE

R
 LN

 

I V CROYDEN RD R WIDENER 

TWICKENHAM 

E
RA IH ML OI COOKE 

M RD N
RD E TGK O

TO
O
K
A
N
Y 

C
R
E
E
K
 I BOYER RD GE L RD M M

LA
V
E
R
O
C
K
 R

D
 P

RS N

OL A E IA NE  LV RP

ODGE HO

LI
N
D
L
E
Y 

R
D
 T P LE Y T I E  

P
IT

T R K RE

SCE CAL 

E D R
D
 

VR O
y R ED A  HS   L ER NS ARBOR RD 

P
K
Y 

n
D GKO

N 

l
RD

 

M
U
LB

E
R
R
Y 

R e II HNI cKa

Too
kan

y 
tS

EL
ri c

k k 
A  LV

SE
P

TA
 F

ox
 C

ha
se

 in
o

E e e 
o e HARRISON AVE 

T ASHMEAD RD 
r ASHBOURNE RD 

S
U
N
S
E
T 

R
D
 

R
A
N
D
A
LL

 R
D
 

C SPRUCE C
AM

B
ER

LY

P
E
N

N
 ROCK LN S

T LN RD
 

CHURCH RD H

GERARD H

G
A
YL

 R
D
 A

ORLEANS RD I

L ID N
E D E

B AVE SL E

B

B
E
R

W
YN

 

R
O

N
A
E
LE

 D
R
 

MN  N ROIR ARBORETUM RD D E D N

G R N T

R
D
 

GR S OME
P GLENWOOD RD U

RD R

FALCON DR O AI

U
N
IO

N
 A

V
E
 

VE 
N B R COVENTRY AVE 

AN
SEL

M G Y H  

S AVA D LEVICK ST E 
GYPSY LN DR LORIMER DR R

FR
O
N
T 

S
T 

SANDY HILL RD 
FORT WASHINGTON EXPY ASHBOURNE RD 

LY
C
O
M

IN
G

 A
V
E
 

HEDGEROW LN 

L
ee
ch
's
 

ASHBOURNE RD BELL 

O
A
K 

LA
N
E 

R
D
 

LA
FA

YE
TT

E 

W
AT

ER
S
 R

D
 

RD
 

RO
C
K
 C

R
EE

K 

R
u
n
 

LODGES DOE LN 

LE
VI

S
 R

D
 

C
O
V
E
N
TR

Y STETSON RD BOK RD  

RB
O
RE

TU
M RD 

O
LD

 

LN B
A
R
C
LA

Y C
IR

 

T
ook

a
n
y
 

AV
E 

C
LE

M
EN

TS
 R

D
 

AV
E CHAPEL 

D
R
 

CARLTON 

LA
R
ZE

LE
R
E
 

JU
N
IP

ER
 YO

R
K

G
R
EE

N
 V

A
LL

EY
 R

D
 

B
E
N
N
E
TT

 F H

O
LD

 M
IL

L
 R

D
 W

E
S
T A

V
E
 

AV
E AW ILCURTIS DR LENAPE 

RD AVE LDN A ACADEMY LN R
D
 

OLD R
D  R

D
 

WINDSOR AVE 

AAVE ASH  

C
O
B

D
E
N
 R

D
 

LT D MFARM 

B
R
O
O
K
FI

EL
D
  
  
R
D
 Er R E  aW

ILLO
W

 G
R
O
VE

PROSPECT CLARION 
A RBn D 

Ci
ty

 o
f P

hi
la

de
lp

hi
a O Ds

RD NCOU
Oc RD Lo W OLD FARM RD 

S
P
R
IN

G
 

PEC

N n AVE 
MELROSE AVE AVE t P ERi AV

E
 

n

d AMELLON RD eO
 R  o

TO
O

K
A
N

Y 
C
R
E
E
K
 

Rn K

ok
wo

AV
E 

MATHER WAY D t VE a Il Ele

NEWBOLD
 LN  W

A
G
N
E
R
 

WG THORNBERRY RD c  ot as Rr

Br

P
E
N

R
O

S
E
 A

V
E
 

k i D c

EDGEMOOR RD  

MELROSE e

W
A
Y 

STRATFORD AVE  PL

eN ii

P
K
Y pn rEee E Cl

STRATFORD Bi

Rn

 HIGH AVE 
ARCLAY RD 

AVE 

D
EV

EL
O
N
 e G

RI
C
H
AR

D
S
 R

D
 

n CE R WISTAR DR V uE rAVE 

LAWNSIDE RD AV

ASBURY AVE 

RE

GA
RR DD EN

 

eEL RD
 

JOHN RUSSELL CIR I ell ZABETH

IVIN
E
TTA

 

k BEECH AVE iSHARPLESS RD 

M

RD
 ANSLEY AVE  RD N

O
R
M
A
N
D
Y 

LATHAM PKY GRAHAM O
VER

H

N
EW

 S
EC

O
N
D
 S

T 

O LN
 LN GHAR

O IN LL R
D
 

LANFAIR RD TZ WILLOW AVE R

C
H
ES

TN
U
T R  

W
A
V
E
R
LY

 R
D
 

D A
VALLEY 

O
A
K 

AV
EI VS SE

P
TA 

G
R
A
N
ITE

 R
D
 

FENTON 

AV
E AS

B
U
R
Y AVE 

E 

S
H

A
R
P
LE

S
S
 

DEWEY RD X ERLEN RD N RD O AINRD K

O
UN

T CREST 

B
R
IE

F 

D 

VE
 

R H L R
D
 ILLC

R
ES

T

I

R
D
 

AM
EK M AVE CHELTENHAM 

ILN C
RAVE  E

SC
EN

TVI

P
IN

E
R
ID

G
E
 R

D
 P C

O
V
TO

N
 R

D
 

C
O
V
TO

N
 R

D
 

 R
D

I W
A
L
N
U
T PA

R
K
 D

R
 

KE 

3
R
D
 ST 

1
2

TH
 S

T 

VE

4
TH

 S
T 

5
TH

 S
T 

A

72ND AV
E 1

8
TH

 

A V
E 

7
TH

 S
T 

N 

73RD AV
E  2

N
D

RE
NOVO

 B
O
U
VER

 S
T 

G
EO

R
G
I

LPITTVILLE AVE 

H1
9
TH

 S
T 

AN
D
R
EW

S
 AVE 

 T K

2
0
TH

 

1
5
TH

 S
T 

W
A
L
N
U
T LN

 

M
A
R
YLA

N
D
 A

V
E
 

0

TU
LP

E
H
O

C
K
E
N
 S

T 

ACHELTENHAM AVE E 

B
E
V
E
R
LY R

D
 

LLE 

E 7 O

 S
T 

V

2
1
S
T S

T 

V ST 

S
T 

B
R
O
AD

 S
T 

A

G
R
EE

N
W

O
O
D
 S

T A  HR H S
T 

A
N
 R

D
 

TE T

7
9N

7
8ED DI RW

¯ 

T
O

W
N

S
H

I
P

S
P

R
N

G
F

I
E

L
D

B
I

LE
R
D

W
A
L
N

R
D

C
H
IL

S
R
D

Sustainable Development 
when development occurs, it should be done in a man-

FI
TH

O
R

E
LN

Z
LE

A

LN

ner that has the most positive impact for the township
R
O

S
LY

N
A
V
E

C
LI

D
N

A
V
E

and the least negative impact on the environment.
LY

N
W

O
D

A
V

H
U
B

E
R S

T

H
R
IS

O
N

A
V
E

E
A
S
TO

N
R
D

E
A
S
TO

N
R
D

LANd USE MAP 
N
E
W

S
T

B
IC

K
L
E
Y

R
D

M
U
LF

O
R
D

A B I N G T O N  T O W N S H 

V
E

O
N

R
D

H. Carroll 
G
R

E
N
W

O
D

Brooke Park 
AV

E
Grove 
Park 

P
H
I

-
LE

N
A

S
T

AV
E

Park

U
P

A
L

S
T

H
O
P
E
LA

N
D

R
D

TO
B

Y
M

A
TH

E
R

R
D

C
LY

D
E

S
TO

N
E

LI
M

W
A
Y

2.RURALSIDE AVE 

Edward H. Parry 
Bird Sanctuary 

1.RADCLIFF RD 

GEORGIAN 

309 

LAVEROCK 

MORGAN LN 

8.CHANDLER RD 

CONWELL 

Montgomery County Courthouse - Planning Commission 
PO Box 311 Norristown PA 19404-0311 
(p) 610.278.3722 (f) 610.278.3941 

rom the Montgomery County Board of Assessment Appea 
s not meant to be used as a 

GLENWOOD RD

O
A
K

VA
Y

G
LE

N
R
D

AV
E

League

H
S
B

R
O
K

A
V
E

Melrose

W
L
K

R
A
V
E

LN

STOWE RD 

MARVIN RD

LN

S
T

A
M

B
L
E

R
D

R
D

C
R
D

IN
A
L

R
S
YC

A
M

O
R
E

H
IT

W
D

D

K
E

A
N

S
T

S
C
H

O
LN

PA
R
K

P H I L A D E L P H I A
AV

E

O
B

E
TS

R
D

M A P  O F  C H E L T E N H A M  T O W N S H I P
M O N T G O M E R Y  C O U N T Y ,  P E N N A . 

C
E
D
A

R
D

A
L
B
R
IG

H
T

F
AV

E
I

W
R
D

2 0 1 2 

BETHAN RD 

St James 
Parochial 

School 

Township 
Building 

Fire House 

WALL PARK DR 
Elkins Park Library 

MELRO SE 
PARK WEST 

(p) 610.278.3722 (f) 610.278.3941 
www.montcopa.org/plancom 

This map is based on 2010 ortho photography and official sources. Property lines were compiled 
from individual block maps from the Montgomery County Board of Assessment Appeals, with no verification 
from the deed. This map is not meant to be used as a legal definition of properties or for engineering purposes.

V
E
N

O
A
K
S

R
D

AV
E

H
A
S
B

R
O
K

A
V
E

Chel. 
E.S. 

Township 
Park 

16.BELLMAWR AVE 

PHILADELPHIA 
COTTMAN AVE 

C
r

G
R
O
V
E

E
LM

T O W N S H I P

A
W

TH
O
R
N
E

E
LN

C
N
TR

L
A
V
E

O
D
L

W
N

A
V
E

FR
O
N

S
T

CITY OFBOROUGH OF JENKINTOWN A B I N G T O NI P 

TOWNSHIP LINE RD 

Geo. A. 
JEFFERSON AVEBRIGHTONPerley Bird 

ConklinPLSanctuary 
ELLIOTT Pool BEECHER AVE 

RD 

Renninger FRANKLIN AVEThomas Williams 
Park Park STERLING RD 

Robinson 
Griffin 
Field 

Wall 
Park 

Ogontz 
LittlePark 

High School BallparkGimbel 
Field 

O
S

A
V
E

P
N
R

Russell 

Park 
Curtis Arboretum 

LORIMER DR 

CURTIS DR 

ASHBOURNE RD 

GRAHAM LATHAM PKY 

OLD FARM RD 

MELLON RD 

THORNBERRY RD 

BEECH AVE 

Public Works 
Facility 

LNJohn 
ParkCedarbrook Cheltenham Mall ERLEN RDParkPlaza Playground DEWEY RD FairmountCREST 

ParkAVE 
CHELTENHAM 

CHELTENHAM AVE 
AVE 

O FC I T YS P R I N G F I E L D  T O W N S H I P 

Land Use - 2011 
Multifamily Office 

Single Family Attached Industrial 

Twin / Duplex Institutional 

Single Family Detached Utilities 

Country Residence Undeveloped 

M
C

PC

Montgomery 
CountyMixed Use Public Open Space 
Planning 

Retail Private Open Space Commission 
0 1,000 2,000 4,000 Montgomery County Courthouse - Planning Commission 

PO Box 311 Norristown PA 19404-0311Feet 

AV
E

Z
N

EMORY LN 

16 

TOWNSHIP-OWNEd PROPERTIES 

Abington Township 

H
IG

H
LA

N
D
 

AV
E
 

N
O
R
TH

A
V
E
 

City of PhiladelphiaAbington Township 

S
H

E
LB

O
U
R
N
E

S
T 

Borough of Jenkintown 
SEPTA 

SE
P

TA
 

Fo
x

C
ha

se
 

AV
E
 

AV
E
 

R
YE

R
S

A
V
E
 

R
YE

R
S
 

LN
 

P
E
R
R
Y

S
T 

PAXSON AVE 

LY
N
W

O
O
D

A
V
E
 

TOWNSHIP LINE RDRalph 

S
O

U
TH 73Morgan 

TOWNSHIP LINEPark 73 
4 

FO
R
E
S
T

A
V
E Einstein Elkins Park 

RD Moss Rehab
3 STOWE RD 

AV
E
 

AV
E
 

2 Conklin 
WILSON Swimming 

BEECHER 

FO
X
C
R
O
FT

R
DGeorge A. Perley PoolAVE SalusBird Sanctuary AVEUniversity 

C
A
R
R
O

LL
A
V
E

CHELFIELD MARVINGLENVIEW AVE 

H
A
S
B

R
O

O
K

A
V
ERD 

AV
ERD 

Ci
ty

of
Ph

ila
de

lp
hi

aRenninger Park Kleinheinz MemorialH. Carroll Brooke Park 
Thomas Williams 

Park 

B
E
R
YL

R
D
 

B
u
r
h
o
lm

e 

Glenside Memorial Hall 

C
E
N
TR

A
LAVE 

H
IG

H
S
C
H
O
O

L
R
D Cheltenham 

Library Fire House 

Grove1 
Park WYNCOTEShady 3.STANLEY AVE 

4.EDGLEY AVE 

G
R
IB

B
E
L

R
D
 

S
IN

K
L
E
R

R
D
 

R
IC

E
S

M
IL

L
R
D
 

CHELTENHAMNook 
5.FORSYTHE AVE 

LIBERTY 

VILLAGECrGLENSIDE WEST TOXONY CheltenhamGlenside Library 

Sp
rin

gf
ie

ld
To

w
ns

hi
p Ogontz 6Art Center 

AVE Tookany ParkWALTHAM RD152 
7RDELKINS PARK Presentation BVM 

C
E
N
TR

A
LBishop McDevitt Wall ParkSPRING- Parish SchoolCatholic High School

HOUSE Elkins Park School
LABURNAM LN WARING RD 

GLENSIDE 

W
O

O
D
LA

N
DLN GREENWOOD PL 73 

P
E
N

N
H
IL

L 

R
D

RD 6.LINCOLN AVE 
7.HASBROOK RDFOX RD ROYAL AVE BARKER 

W
A
L
D
E
N
 

R
D
 

RD CROYDEN 

RD 
CHURCH RD

HARRISON DELL LNAncillae 

G
LE

N
O
A
KGlenside 

AVE Assumpta LittleElementary 
5 ELKINS AVESchool LeagueSchool 

Baseball 

G
IL

B
E
R
T 

R
D
 Wordsworth Academy FieldWyncote CHELTEN HILLS 

H
E
A
TH

E
R

R
D Ogontz ParkElementary School 

Curtis Hall GREEN 

PATRICIA Texas Eastern Gas Pipeline LNCurtis Arboretum R
D
 

611 
REDWOOD LNDR World War II 

HILTON LNMemorial 
CEDARBROOK Elkins Park

CHURCH RD Fire HouseSPRING AVE73 14 
Ashbourne 

C
AV

E
R
S
H
A
M

 

R
D
 

LE
E
C
H
 

D
R
 

D
R
 

Arcadia 

C
E
D
A
R
 

C
E
D
A
R

LN School 
RICEWYNN WEBB RDUniversity 

RD 13.GLENWOOD RDPANTHER RD 
14.LAYAYETTE AVE MELROSEWestminster Theological Seminary 13 

S
E
M

IN
O

LE
A
V
E Coventry Melrose Country Club 

PARK EASTParkSURREY 

RD 

Faith 
Myers ANDREA RD 

St Joseph's 
Parochial 

Theological 
E.S.Seminary 

DEER RUN RD SALISBURY TOWANDA 

AVE 

Sp
rin

gf
ie

ld
To

w
ns

hi
p 

RD 

Cheltenham Township 
SchoolSchool District Administration 

W
A
S
H
IN

G
TO

N
LN

 

Brothers 11.VERNON RD 
Runof Charity 12.MANCHESTER RDLONGFELLOW AVESchool 

LUCRETIACedarbrook
10

9 

R
oc
k
 

Cr
ee
kPlaygroundHoly 12WAY LYNWOODP

O
E

11Sepulchre 

AV
E
 

Cemetery 9.SUMMIT RD GARDENS LA MOTT
10.UNDERWOOD RD MOSELEY AVECedarbrook School 

4
TH

A
V
E
 

15HUMPHREY 
JOHNS RDFROEBEL

COBDEN RD WAY 

R
O

W
LA

N
D

A
V
ECedarbrook ParkRD 

LaMott 15.SUNNYBROOK AVE 
Fairmount ParkJohn Russell Library 

Melrose ParkPark 

AV
E
 

B
U
TC

H
E
R
 

S
T 

Playground 

M
A
S
S
E
Y

W
A
Y 

C
H
A
TT

IN
R
D
 

E
U
S
TO

N
R
DCheltenham Mall DENNIS 

Cedarbrook Mall8 
CHELSEA 

AVE309 
RD CHELTENHAM AVE 

RD 
CHELTENHAM AVE 

LAKESIDE AVE 

Cr
ee
k
 

City of PhiladelphiaM
T

A
IR

Y
A
V
E
 

D
U
R
H
A
M

S
T 

M
T

P
LE

A
S
A
N
T

A
V
E
 

M
E
R
M

A
ID

LN
 

IV
Y

H
IL

L
R
D
 

W
O

O
D
B

R
O
O

K
L
N
 

M
U
R
D
O

C
H

R
D
 

R
O

U
M

F
O
R
T

A
V
E
 

M
C
P
H
E
R
S
O

N
S
T 

E
LA

IN
E

S
T 

C
O
W

E
N

A
V
E
 

P
L
E
A
S
A
N
T

A
V
E
 

City of Philadelphia 

Springfield Township 

Cheltenham Township 

M
C

PC

Montgomery 
County 
Planning 

Township-Owned Lands 
Mapped April, 2011 

Commission 

www.montcopa.org/plancom 

This map is based on 2010 ortho photography and official sources. Property lines were compiled 
from individual block maps f ls, with no verification 
from the deed. This map i legal definition of properties or for engineering purposes. 

46 

www.montcopa.org/plancom
www.montcopa.org/plancom


47 

Sustainability Resources

 

 

  

CENSUS bLOCk MAP 

HELPFUL LINKS: 

environments for living, http://www.environmentsfor-
living.com/pdfs/pl_CG.pdf 

u.s. Green building Council (usGbC), http://www.usgbc. 
org/ 

national association of home builders (nahb), http:// 
www.nahb.org/ 

Consensus Committee on the national Green building 
standard, http://www.nahbrc.org/technical/standards/ 
greenbuilding.aspx 

Rutgers Center for Green building, http://www.green-
building.rutgers.edu/ 

sustainable sites initiative, http://www.sustainablesites. 
org/ 

leeD for homes, http://www.usgbc.org/Displaypage. 
aspx?CmspageiD=147 

leeD building Certifcations, http://www.gbci.org/main-
nav/building-certifcation/leed-certifcation.aspx 

local Government Guide to leeD, http://www.usgbc. 
org/Displaypage.aspx?CmspageiD=2451 

national association of home builders: environment, 
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/section-
iD=211 

Green building, Remodeling & Development, http:// 
www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectioniD=206 

sustainable Development:  From brundtland to Rio 2012 

http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/ 
shared/gsp/docs/Gsp1-6_background%20on%20sus-
tainable%20Devt.pdf 

http://www.environmentsforliving.com/pdfs/PL_CG.pdf
http://www.environmentsforliving.com/pdfs/PL_CG.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.nahb.org/
http://www.nahb.org/
http://www.nahbrc.org/technical/standards/greenbuilding.aspx
http://www.nahbrc.org/technical/standards/greenbuilding.aspx
http://www.greenbuilding.rutgers.edu/
http://www.greenbuilding.rutgers.edu/
http://www.sustainablesites.org/
http://www.sustainablesites.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=147
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=147
http://www.gbci.org/main-nav/building-certification/leed-certification.aspx
http://www.gbci.org/main-nav/building-certification/leed-certification.aspx
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=2451
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=2451
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectionID=211
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectionID=211
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectionID=206
http://www.nahb.org/page.aspx/category/sectionID=206
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/shared/gsp/docs/GSP1-6_Background on Sustainable Devt.pdf
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/shared/gsp/docs/GSP1-6_Background on Sustainable Devt.pdf
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/shared/gsp/docs/GSP1-6_Background on Sustainable Devt.pdf
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section Five 

MUNICIPAL ACTION PLAN 

The government of  Cheltenham Township strives to be a leader in sustainability. To do so, the 
Township seeks to enact action items that will help it achieve a vibrant local economy, a healthy 
community, and a protected environment, and will in turn encourage local residents to live more 
sustainably as well. Some may not be accomplished immediately and some will take years to ac-
complish, but all the items are worthwhile and will be pursued as soon as possible.  Any member of 
the community is encouraged to create their own action items to pursue sustainability in their own 
lives and further the Township’s goals. 

the action items are organized under each goal and 
contain a brief description followed by: 

Phasing - a discussion of when the action item 
could begin and how long it may take to accom-
plish. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues – a discussion 
of cost and funding issues that may be associated 
with the action item. 

Possible Partners – an identifcation of possible 
partner organizations and institutions both outside 
and within the township to increase the chances of 
action items being accomplished. 

Community Engagement 
1. Expand the presence of sustainability on the munici-

pal website 

it is crucial for the public to be aware of Chelten-
ham’s sustainability plan and become knowledge-
able about sustainability in general. to that end, the 
township website could include more information 

concerning sustainability and the Cheltenham 
sustainability plan to make residents more aware of 
these issues when browsing or researching on the 
site.  a separate website can also be created, devot-
ed solely to the sustainability plan, and linked with 
the township’s website. 

Phasing 

Can be immediate 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

there will be some web design, implementation 
and maintenance costs.  but, having a future Chel-
tenham sustainability implementation organization 
manage the website would drastically reduce the 
township’s costs. 

Possible Partners 

the environmental action Committee (eaC), town-
ship organizations and institutions, and any future 
Cheltenham sustainability implementation organi-
zation. 
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2. Explore ways to promote the sustainable practices 
needed to achieve the goals and objectives of the 
Cheltenham Township Sustainability Plan. 

it is crucial for the public to engage in sustainable 
practices in order to achieve the goals and objec-
tives of the plan, and  be prepared for the mounting 
climate, economic and resource challenges.  the 
township government can encourage public action, 
and should determine the best methods within its 
abilities to do so.  the township could explore tax 
incentives, other possible fnancial mechanisms and 
non-fnancial incentives that may motivate the pub-
lic to embrace sustainable practices. 

Phasing 

Can be immediate 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

an extensive study should be conducted to research 
the best possible fnancial and non-fnancial practic-
es within the township’s abilities that could encour-
age sustainable practices in a fscally responsible 
manner. 

Possible Partners 

the eaC, township organizations and institutions, 
and any future Cheltenham sustainability imple-
mentation organization. 

3. Use community events and displays at Township facili-
ties to inform residents about sustainability 

township events are perfect, low-cost opportunities 
to reach out to the citizens. the township can: 

a. host tables or booths at events. 

b. the township could consider acquiring an 
electronic dashboard for the township admin-
istration building to show information about 
township facilitates, energy use, amount of 
material recycled, trash collected, other informa-
tion about sustainable township activities (green 
cleaning, purchasing etc).  the dashboard infor-
mation could be shared via sustainable Chelten-
ham website and with the public at events. 

C. ensure sustainability-related organizations have 
an opportunity to be present at events. 

D. educate the public about sustainable decisions 
the township is implementing (such as recycling 
containers, recycled content, environmentally 
friendly materials being used, etc.). 

e. provide sustainability information for public 
consumption in spaces like libraries, municipal 
buildings, park facilities and partnering organi-
zations’ buildings. 

Phasing 

Can be immediate 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

production of materials to distribute, including 
handouts, posters, banners, etc.  there will also be 
a cost in compensation for staf time to attend an 
event. 

Possible Partners 

the eaC, township organizations and institutions, 
and any future Cheltenham sustainability imple-
mentation organization. 

4. Create a community calendar that lists all programs, 
events, meetings, etc. in one place to promote citizen 
participation 

it is crucial for citizens to be aware of government 
activities and take advantage of opportunities to 
communicate and interact.  the township current-
ly has a community calendar on the website that 
highlights meeting dates and times.  a centralized 
calendar that includes more events, meetings, etc. 
will be a good way to bring people together and 
support the activities of Cheltenham township and 
community organizations. 

Phasing 

Can be immediate 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

there will be some web design and implementation 
costs to upgrade the calendar.  it will also take staf 
time to update and maintain the calendar if it is on 
the township website. 

Possible Partners 

input would be needed from organizations in the 
township to provide the events they want listed. 

5. Create an annual awards program for individual and 
group sustainability eforts 

Creating an awards program can recognize the sus-
tainability work being done by residents, commer-
cial and retail properties and institutions.  the com-
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plexity of the program could range from recognition 
in the township newsletter to a fully developed 
award program with formal submissions and awards. 
Criteria for the awards and necessary rules can be 
created following models and examples, including: 
the Chris Bedford Arts Festival & Sustainability Awards 
Program, Grassroots Awards, and Sustainable Morris-
town Triple Bottom Line Awards 

Phasing 

intermediate.  it may take up to a year to set up such 
a program. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

staf time to design the program and then time 
every year to choose winners.  if a prize is awarded, 
such as a plaque, that cost must be fgured in. 

Possible Partners 

Residents and community organizations would be 
needed to add input for nomination. the eaC or any 
future Cheltenham sustainability implementation 
organization can manage the program. 

6. Sponsor and encourage community involvement in 
improving parks and open spaces 

Community volunteering in township parks and 
open spaces encourages citizen ownership and 
helps ofset the need for staf time.  if citizens feel 
invested in the township, then they are more likely 
to use the spaces, maintain them, and support the 
funding necessary for the parks and open space pro-
grams.  Community involvement can be encouraged 
by the township during the following projects 

a. the wall park playground project 

b. Riparian planting 

C. park clean-ups 

D. tree plantings 

e. participation with Friends groups. 

F. Construction of a new foot bridge at Grove park. 

G. maintenance of high school park, Ralph morgan 
park and tookany park. 

h. Citizen participation through a master plan 
Committee is a required part of the planning 
process.  Citizen Committees could be formed 
for each park that does not yet have a master 
plan. 

Phasing 

immediate  

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

Volunteer help should save the township money but 
the process is not free.  staf time must be devoted 
to acquiring the volunteers and then managing 
them. liability and insurance issues should be 
understood before volunteer work begins.  many 
grants exist that require or encourage citizen par-
ticipation in the proposed project.  in each case, 
the efort involved in engaging the public must be 
weighed against the time and efort required to 
do so. 

Possible Partners 

the township can elicit help from any organization 
within the township, possibly focusing on environ-
mental and student groups. 

7. Increase communication, information, and transpar-
ency about municipal projects and actions 

it is important that the community is aware of the 
decisions and subsequent actions the township is 
undertaking.  a more informed public makes for a 
better government process and a citizenry that feels 
more invested in its township.  the township can: 

a. Continue to broadcast township meetings and 
publicize township activities in paper and on 
web. 

b. expand the reach of electronic newsletter to 
reduce communication expenses. 

C. use social media as communication tools (pin-
terest, Facebook, twitter, etc.) to reach more 
citizens. 

Phasing 

work can be done immediately to update email list 
serves, while it may take longer to develop a social 
media strategy. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

staf time to develop and update the social media 
outreach along with production costs associated 
with the relevant technologies. 

Possible Partners 

the township could work with academic institu-
tions, or open data organizations, to help design, 
implement and maintain social media outreach. 

http://www.enichols.com/headlines/363-chris-bedford-arts-festival-a-sustainability-awards
http://www.enichols.com/headlines/363-chris-bedford-arts-festival-a-sustainability-awards
http://www.dailyrecord.com/article/20120923/NJNEWS/309230034/Toasting-sustainability
http://www.dailyrecord.com/article/20120923/NJNEWS/309230034/Toasting-sustainability
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bly negative (such as the risks of lyme Disease and 
west nile Virus). signage at the meadow areas may 

Energy help educate the residents during their recreational 
experience. 1. Reduce the usage of GHG-producing land mainte-

nance equipment 

powered land maintenance equipment such as 
mowers, tractors, weed whackers, etc. consume 
fuel and produce GhG emissions. the township can 
continue to explore the possibility of fnding more 
efcient and cost efective land maintenance equip-
ment. the township could also pursue opportuni-
ties to reduce the use of this equipment in town-
ship-owned parks and open spaces. For example, 
altered mowing regimes can be used to allow for 
meadow growth.  along with the reduction of fuel 
usage and GhG emissions, the creation of mead-
ows has value as a native habitat, improving water 
quality and decreasing soil erosion and stormwater 
run-of. 

Phasing 

an examination of parks and open spaces can begin 
immediately.  once areas have been designated 
“low mow,” the process of cultivating a meadow will 
take two to three mowing seasons to fully become a 
meadow. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

trying to defne an exact cost savings from this ac-
tion item is difcult because fuel costs vary and the 
amount of land allowed to turn to meadow is not yet 
determined.  but, the savings will be apparent.  For 
example, as of may 2012 the berks County parks De-
partment has implemented a test run of their “new 
multi-year low mowing program.” only 1 percent, 
about 9 acres, of county park lands will experience a 
change in mowing schedules.  this will yield an 87% 
fuel cost savings and an 85% manpower savings for 
the 2012 year.  the expected total savings for 2012 
amount to $41,475.58; though that does not include 
the cost for signage and resident education. 

Possible Partners 

the most important partner in this efort will be 
citizens who use the parks and open spaces.  it 
is important to educate them about the value of 
meadows to reduce possible complaints.  it is also 
an opportunity to educate the population about 
the species that may live in the meadow and their 
efect on the community, both positive and possi-

2. Reduce the energy demands of Township buildings 

explore energy conservation strategies through the 
continued use of the DVRpC energy analysis tool 
and through professional-level energy audits. the 
township has been awarded a place in the DVRpC 
Circuit Rider program Direct technical assistance 
program.  the benefts of this program will include: 

a. one-on-one assistance from DVRpC and practi-
cal energy solutions that will: 

1. evaluate energy use in municipal operations, 

2. identify and prioritize cost-efective projects 
to reduce energy costs, 

3. train staf on energy management best 
practices, and 

4. provide assistance with implementing rec-
ommended projects, including purchasing 
and identifying sources of funding. 

b. participation in workshops with other Direct 
assistance Communities. 

C. Recognition as an energy efciency leader. 

the township can take the experiences gained from 
the DVRpC Circuit Rider program Direct technical 
assistance program and apply these lessons to other 
municipal buildings to replicate the success. 

the township can also consider participating in 
demand response programs from peCo or with a 
private company. 

Phasing 

this work can begin immediately but will take years 
to accomplish and could be ongoing.  looking at 
energy conservation is not a project with a defnitive 
timeline; it is more of a fundamental change in how 
the township will do business. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

the goal of energy conservation is to save money 
and resources while reducing the township’s im-
pact on the environment. the Circuit Rider program 
will help the township develop cost estimates and 
pay-back periods for each recommendation. some 
recommendations will include larger capital expen-

https://41,475.58
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ditures with long term payback, while other savings 
will include behavioral shifts and retrofts that have a 
payback within a year.  savings realized through the 
low-cost or no-cost measures can be used towards 
future, more capital-intensive, conservation mea-
sures.  

Possible Partners 

the township will be partnering with DVRpC and 
practical energy solutions. the township may also 
want to consider coordinating with other municipal-
ities in the Circuit Rider program.  additionally, part-
nerships could be formed with state and regional 
agencies that work in energy conservation and with 
private citizens that have expertise in this area. 

3. Develop a strategy to help promote and produce 
renewable energy 

the township can develop a strategy to make 
sustainable choices when purchasing energy, work 
towards renewable energy production, and promote 
the use of renewable energy in the township.  the 
strategy may include: 

a. tracking energy usage.  the township could in-
stall smart meter technology, wireless metering 
and/or computer-controlled energy manage-
ment to understand real time energy demands 
and to minimize electrical uses both in munici-
pal buildings and residential properties. 

b. exploring new energy providers if current sup-
plier is not the most competitive. 

C. exploring purchasing green energy for a portion, 
or all, of the township’s energy needs. explore 
the possibility of a consortium of montgomery 
County municipalities buying renewable energy 
to reduce costs. 

D. publicizing renewable energy purchases and its 
environmental benefts in an easily digestible 
way so that residents understand the benefts of 
renewable energy. 

e. providing renewable energy and energy conser-
vation incentives. the incentives may be pro-
vided through the Zoning ordinance, removal 
of existing regulatory challenges and exploring 
possible fnancial incentives. 

F. establishing a clearinghouse of renewable 
energy and energy conservation information for 
residents based on state, regional and federal 
websites. the information can highlight example 

payback times, location assessment, installation 
and other related building permit and zoning 
rules. 

G. maintaining a list of people and organizations 
within the township with renewable energy 
expertise. use as a resource guide for fellow 
citizens. 

Phasing 

this work can begin immediately but will take years 
to accomplish and could be an ongoing efort.  
looking at energy purchasing and renewable 
energy production is not a project with a defnitive 
timeline; it is more of a change in how the township 
will do business. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

a competitive energy purchasing strategy can pro-
duce cost savings for the township, though energy 
from a renewable source may be more expensive 
than energy from traditional sources. staf, and pos-
sibly consultant time, will be required to make these 
decisions. 

Possible Partners 

the eaC, township organizations and institutions, 
local residents and any future Cheltenham sustain-
ability implementation organization. additionally, 
the township can work with established non-profts 
dedicated to promoting renewable energy. 

Mobility 
1. Continue to shift from conventional vehicles to elec-

tric, hybrid or renewable fuel vehicles 

the use of conventional gas and diesel vehicles 
leads to greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution. 
the township can work to reduce these pollution 
levels by replacing its feet with electric, hybrid or 
alternative fuel vehicles. the external consequences 
of using alternative fuels, such as emissions and land 
consumption, should be taken into account when 
determining vehicle replacement strategies. a ve-
hicle purchasing and use model can be established 
using the DVRpC energy analysis tool. 

Phasing 

this work has already begun and could continue 
through each year’s budgeting process.  as older 



54 

www.Cheltenhamtownship.org

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

vehicles need replacing, hybrid or alternative fuel 
vehicles could be considered. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

it is important to consider the type of vehicle need-
ed and the average vehicle miles traveled when con-
sidering buying a hybrid or alternative fuel vehicle.  
it is also crucial to consider the cost of new fueling 
infrastructure and its regional availability. these fac-
tors will greatly infuence the payback period for the 
increased cost of a hybrid or alternative fuel vehicle. 
the DVRpC energy analysis tool can help Chelten-
ham consider these issues.  

Possible Partners 

the township can look to state, regional and federal 
partners for decision-making tools and purchasing 
guidance. 

2. Develop and implement a plan to connect greenways, 
safe roadways, sidewalks, and other paths to create a 
seamless car-free transportation system 

working to improve the ability of residents to travel 
throughout the township without the use of their 
cars will create a healthier environment, healthier 
residents and a more vibrant community.  some 
project possibilities include: 

a. assess and prioritize the 36 specifc intersections 
within the township that would make its bike 
Route network.  a map of the “Cheltenham pro-
posed bike Routes map” is found in the sustain-
ability Resource section. 

b. Connect current bike routes to the regional 
trail system with installation of the proposed 
Cresheim trail to the pennypack trail and other 
regional trails. 

C. work to create safer intersections leading to rail 
stations. 

Phasing 

this can begin immediately and continue for the 
long term.  planning for these connections and 
future bike route additions can begin immediately. 
initial bike route development can be achieved by 
painting lines on certain roads to designate a bike 
lane and by adding “share the Road” signage and 
safety features. when construction is required, these 
types of projects are most feasibly implemented 
concurrent with road work or development. plans 

could be established immediately, but the actual 
building might not happen for years to come. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

the cost of these projects can vary greatly de-
pending on the project.  Grant funding exists to 
help communities plan and implement pedestrian 
projects. 

Possible Partners 

the eaC is currently working on this issue as are oth-
er citizen groups and individual citizens in the town-
ship.  the township can also partner with non-profts 
such as the bicycle Coalition of Greater philadelphia, 
pennsylvania environmental Council and the nation-
al Rails to trails Conservancy. 

3. Encourage residents to walk and bike to township 
meetings, to school and throughout the Township 

the township can encourage walking and biking by 
creating promotional programs and by creating an 
environment that is conducive to pedestrian trafc. 
some project possibilities include: 

a. installing bike parking in downtown areas, at 
train stations, at schools and at municipal facili-
ties.  where economically feasible, the township 
could consider adding commuter facilities (i.e. 
showers and lockers) at these sites as well. 

b. encouraging collaboration with the national 
Center for safe Routes to school 

C. partnering with the school district on “safe 
Route to school Days” and “walking school bus” 
programs. 

D. Continuing to work with septa to increase bike 
parking at train stations 

e. implementing a bike-sharing program 

Phasing 

this could begin immediately and continue for the 
long term.  

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

some of these projects can be done with just staf 
time (such as promotion of programs and providing 
incentives). others may require capital investments 
such as for commuter facilities.  Grant funding exists 
and can be used to help communities plan and im-
plement pedestrian projects. 
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Possible Partners 

septa and DVRpC are possible regional partners. the 
eaC is currently working on these issues as are other 
citizen groups in the township.  

4. Maintain and improve upon the Greater Valley Forge 
Transportation Management Association (GVFTMA) 
Gold Sustainability Award 

the township currently is a GVFtma Gold sustain-
ability award recipient for its outstanding achieve-
ment in implementing programs that provide and 
promote commuting alternatives for its employees 
and the community as a whole. the township can 
maintain this status and work to achieve platinum 
level.  Details about the sustainability award pro-
gram, and a video about Cheltenham township, 
can be found on the GVFtma website: http://www. 
gvftma.com/sustainability/awards.php. 

Phasing 

achieving these award levels is attainable but could 
require a considerable amount of time to execute. 
the community would need sufcient time to 
design and plan how to execute the initiatives in 
addition to obtaining any necessary funding.  

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

the cost to advance sustainable award levels varies 
depending on the activity and/or practices that are 
chosen. 

Possible Partners 

the GVFtma. 

5. Train Township personnel on proper feet use to help 
conserve fuel and reduce GHG emissions  

education about proper feet use is recommended 
to train municipal employees and feet managers 
about how to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and complete necessary tasks more fuel-efciently.  
educational tools available to the township include 
webinars, educational materials and trainings from 
regional and national organizations.  a survey can 
also be undertaken to determine whether municipal 
vehicle use can be limited or replaced with bikes or 
walking. Vehicle telematics can also help to con-
serve fuel by tracking unauthorized personal uses of 
municipal vehicles. at a base level, this can include 
installing Gps navigation systems on feet vehicles. 
to achieve greater efciency, the township can also 

install wireless data communication, routing optimi-
zation and vehicle tracking software.  

Phasing 

both training and installing software can be accom-
plished within weeks if needed. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

proper driving techniques and vehicle maintenance 
can reduce feet fuel consumption by up to 30% on 
the highway and 5% around town.  For Cheltenham, 
that could mean a savings up to $24,000 just for em-
ploying proper driving techniques.  many of these 
techniques can be taught and re-enforced in house 
without the need to pay for trainings. 

if not already installed, Gps and wireless software 
would be relatively inexpensive to purchase—$349 
to $799— and can be implemented quickly com-
pared with the option of purchasing new vehicles.  
the durability of the electronic equipment and asso-
ciated maintenance issues should be considered 
as well. 

Possible Partners 

partners could include pennDot, DVRpC, non-proft 
organizations, and private business that ofer train-
ings, services and products. 

6. Work with SEPTA, DVRPC, and the community to pro-
mote better use of train and bus service in the Town-
ship 

the township can pursue opportunities to work with 
septa, DVRpC, private companies and the communi-
ty to promote public transportation.  the opportuni-
ties can include: 

a. lobbying for more electric or hybrid transit vehi-
cles and more efcient use of the transit service  
to reduce fuel consumption. 

b. improving train/bus/trolley service – more 
comprehensive, increased frequency of service. 
improved efciency and reliability, improved 
safety throughout the region. 

C. working with private and public partners to in-
stall more bus shelters and maintain rail stations 
(ex: work with melrose park neighbors associa-
tion to beautify the melrose park station stop). 

D. working with institutional and private partners 
to create an incentives program for public transit 
use. encourage local companies to join already 

http://www.gvftma.com/sustainability/awards.php
http://www.gvftma.com/sustainability/awards.php
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established incentive programs like the GVFt-
ma’s bike to work Challenge. 

e. providing comprehensive transit maps both in 
hard copy and on line. 

Phasing 

this can begin immediately and continue for the 
long term.  

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

the township could work with the possible partners 
in a support role.  supporting these partners will 
probably involve the use of staf time and resourc-
es.  lobbying, creating incentives programs, put-
ting maps online can all be done by the township. 
most costs would be borne by the septa and other 
public/private partners, but staf time and limited 
resources would be needed to promote greater use 
of public transit. 

Possible Partners 

septa, DVRpC, private companies, the eaC and 
community. 

7. Pass ordinances and install signage to reduce vehicle 
idling 

truck, bus, and car idling can be large sources of 
wasted fuel and GhG emissions. every 30 minutes of 
idling consumes between 20-70% of a gallon of gas 
for an 8-cylinder engine. every gallon of gas used 
produces about 19 pounds of carbon dioxide.  the 
township can work to reduce idling by: 

a. participating in the national Clean School 
Bus’s National Idle Reduction Campaign. 

b. establishing no-idle zones at schools and other 
locations. 

C. encouraging residents to avoid using a re-
mote vehicle starter and to obey no-idle zones 
through education campaigns. 

D. adopting auxiliary power systems in feet 
vehicles, which provide heating, cooling, and 
electronic device power without running the 
vehicle’s primary engine. 

Phasing 

the process of writing and adopting ordinance lan-
guage can be done in a matter of months. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

Reducing vehicle idling will save the township 
in fuel costs.  it will require staf time to draft an 
ordinance and there will be a cost to buy and in-
stall signage. Capital costs will also be required to 
adopt auxiliary power systems, but may be ofset 
by reduced fuel consumption.  the auto industry is 
introducing a feature that shuts down an engine at 
stops and automatically restarts it when the driver 
hits the gas pedal; the township could consider this 
and other technological advancements in the future. 

Possible Partners 

the township could work with the GFVtma and the 
epa’s Clean school bus program to create and imple-
ment strategies to reduce vehicle idling. 

Waste Management 
1. Examine ways to improve the efciency and life span 

of trash trucks through the type of service provided. 

the DVRpC energy analysis tool suggests that refuse 
vehicles are the number two fuel consumers and 
GhG emitters in the township feet. a Township anal-
ysis of diferent waste pickup methods concluded 
that automated trucks will save the township money 
and reduce GhG emissions while calling for no layof 
of personnel.  

Phasing 

the budgeting process for the new vehicles can 
begin as soon as possible. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

the fnances for this change were determined by the 
township and are as follows: 

a. 1st year operating budget savings: 
(520 additional recycling tons 
projected in increased revenues) 

$209,889 

b. 1st year Capital budget Costs: $1,072,000 

c. 1st year net Costs: $862,111 

d. program pays for itself in 5.4 years 

Possible Partners 

the eaC and other community groups are also work-
ing to reduce the township’s refuse production and 
GhG emissions while increasing the recycling rates.  

http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/antiidling.htm
http://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/antiidling.htm
http://www.cheltenhamtownship.org/docview.aspx?docid=6018
http://www.cheltenhamtownship.org/docview.aspx?docid=6018
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these groups, along with the private businesses 
that would be supplying the trash trucks, could be 
partners in this decision. 

2. Adopt a “green purchasing” policy 

Cheltenham township can implement a “green pur-
chasing” policy.  there are many things to consider 
when purchasing products.  sample green purchas-
ing policies can be found on these websites: Stop-
Waste.org, Green Purchasing Institute, University of 
Pennsylvania, California Product Stewardship Council. 
these include, but are not limited to: 

A Reducing waste sources: examples include elec-
tronic communication instead of printed, double 
sided printing, reusable dishes, rechargeable 
batteries, on demand printing of reports, refur-
bished products, etc. 

b. purchasing post-consumer recycled goods, like 
paper, paper towels, toner, etc. 

C. purchasing energy efcient and water saving 
products: Guides are available online to help 
people and organizations choose products 

D. buying products with third-party sustainability 
Certifcation 

e. Creating a life cycle analysis that examines 
where and how the product was produced, how 
far it must be shipped, secondary uses or the 
ability to be recycled 

Phasing 

immediate.  policy creation can take one to three 
months. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

sustainable products can be more expensive than 
traditional items while others can be purchased at 
no additional cost or even save money immediately. 
the township can evaluate potential savings over 
time to determine whether the product will pay 
for itself.  it can choose to set a specifc cap for the 
increased cost that the township may spend for a 
green product over a standard product. this enables, 
but sets limits on, the purchase of slightly higher 
cost green items. a common tactic uses funds saved 
from a cheaper alternative to purchase more expen-
sive products. For instance, the township could use 
funds from energy savings to purchases nontoxic 
cleaners that protect the health of employees.  

Possible Partners 

the township can seek guidance from the eaC when 
considering purchasing green products. DVRpC is 
also a resource for examining the possibilities of 
collaborative purchasing among municipalities of 
sustainable items. 

3. Adopt and enforce no litterbug and dog waste laws 

Citizens’ neglect of proper garbage and animal 
waste disposal can pollute the township’s natural re-
sources.  the township can institute an anti-littering 
signage campaign in high-priority locations. waste 
cans and pickup can be provided at parks where 
owners frequently take their dogs. the township 
can also adopt and enforce littering and dog waste 
laws to help curb this issue.  existing anti littering 
and water quality protection programs developed 
by environmental groups such as the Pennsylvania 
Resources Council or PA Department of Environmental 
Protection could be used to promote the township’s 
eforts. 

Phasing 

immediate.  policy creation can take one to three 
months. Creating and installing signage and waste 
cans will cost money, but may not be very expen-
sive. trash routes may also have to be modifed to 
allow for pickup at new sites. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

it would take staf and the solicitor time to create 
the laws and identify areas with higher improper 
garbage disposal.  police would need to take the 
time to enforce the laws but there would be a gener-
ation of revenue from the fnes. 

Possible Partners 

the eaC could be a valuable resource for public 
education about these laws. 

4. Continue to explore best management practices for 
recycling and waste management 

the comparison of recycled waste in november, 
2010 versus november, 2011 showed a 3 percent 
increase to a 27 percent recycling rate. this rate is ex-
pected to rise when, in 2013, the township institutes 
an automated recycling system. as the township 
embraces sustainability, it can explore incorporating 
current best management practices for recycling 
and waste management. these practices include, 
but are not limited to: 

http://www.calpsc.org/admin-document-upload/cat_view/2-public-documents/7-get-involved/30-epr-resolutions-passed
http://www.calpsc.org/admin-document-upload/cat_view/2-public-documents/7-get-involved/30-epr-resolutions-passed
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_find_es_products
http://www.prc.org/community_outreach.html
http://www.prc.org/community_outreach.html
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/illegal_dumping/14084/litter_program/589635
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/illegal_dumping/14084/litter_program/589635
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a. pay-as-you-throw (unit pricing or variable rate 
pricing) – Residents are charged for the collec-
tion of municipal solid waste – ordinary house-
hold trash – based on the amount they throw 
away. this creates a direct economic incentive to 
recycle more and to generate less waste. units 
of measurement could include pounds of trash 
or size and number of standardized cans or 
bags. For example, in Longmont, CO, residential 
customers have a two-tier weekly pricing system 
depending on the size of the container. 

b. Recycling Rewards programs – Residential 
recycling can be incentivized with a rewards 
program.  Residents accrue points with each 
pound of waste they recycle. these points can 
then be redeemed for gift cards, gift certifcates, 
discounts and more. Philadelphia has an estab-
lished relationship with Recyclebank which has 
proven to increase recycling rates 

C. Composting – mandatory or volunteer based 
programs can divert food scraps from landflls by 
creating a pickup or drop-of system for residen-
tial compostable waste.  the township currently 
has an established leaf and garden debris collec-
tion program that composts leaves and makes 
the resulting compost publically available. 

Phasing 

immediate to long term.  the township can always 
explore new avenues to reduce waste generation, 
increase recycling, and save money.  

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

many alternative waste management systems can 
save the township money.  as an example, on aver-
age, communities that implement pay-as-you-throw 
programs report a 15-28% reduction in the amount 
of waste disposed.  it is important to weigh these 
savings against any additional required investments 
that both the township and residents would need 
to make (ex: changes in staf time, new trash trucks, 
new standardized trash cans).  

Possible Partners 

the eaC could be a valuable resource for their waste 
management knowledge and their ability to do pub-
lic outreach about any possible changes. 

Water Management 
1. Restore streambanks through naturalization 

the township has completed several successful 
streambank stabilization projects in the tookany 
Creek watershed.  using the experience gained 
from these projects, the township can continue to 
identify degraded streambank areas to stabilize, 
and determine what sections of stream corridor are 
appropriate for naturalization. the township can use 
the Riparian bufer assessment map found in the 
sustainability Resources section to help prioritize 
possible project areas. 

Phasing 

stream bank naturalization projects usually happen 
when one of the following occurs: 

a. Grant funding is acquired for a specifc project.  
priority areas could be designated as soon as 
possible to make applying for these grants an 
easier process. 

b. new trails, new developments, or road work are 
undertaken by the community.  the township 
can pursue these opportunities when they arise. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

stream bank restoration projects can be quite 
expensive.  Fortunately, funding sources do exist.  
Grants may become available through a number of 
sources that may help pay for these projects.  

Possible Partners 

the township can work with the eaC, the tookany/ 
tacony-Frankford watershed partnership, penn-
sylvania Department of environmental protection 
(paDep), the philadelphia water Department and 
partners from previous projects to plan and com-
plete these projects. 

2. Implement the Stormwater Management Program 
required for the PAG-13 Permit. 

the township was required by the pennsylvania 
Department of environmental protection (paDep) to 
develop, implement and enforce a stormwater man-
agement program under its existing paG-13 permit.  
the township should continue to implement their 
stormwater management program in the most sus-
tainable manner possible. 

http://www.ci.longmont.co.us/solidwaste/trash/index.htm
http://www.phillyrecyclingpays.com/recycling-rewards-detail.asp
http://www.cheltenhamtownship.org/pView.aspx?id=3738&catid=29
http://www.cheltenhamtownship.org/pView.aspx?id=3738&catid=29
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Phasing 

the stormwater management program must be 
implemented within the frst fve-year permit term 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

the cost of this program falls on the township.  
Grants may become available through a number of 
sources that may help pay for this program, though 
the township cannot rely just on these opportu-
nities.  partnering with other townships or with 
non-proft organizations may reduce some of the 
fnancial burden when trying to implement the 
stormwater management program. 

Possible Partners 

the township could work closely with the eaC, 
economic Development task Force, the tookany/ 
tacony-Frankford watershed partnership, the phila-
delphia water Department, other municipalities, and 
with the County to help accomplish its stormwater 
management program. 

3.  Promote BMPs on private and public properties in-
cluding: 

best management practices for rainwater and storm-
water include a variety of green infrastructure tools. 
extensive research has already been undertaken by 
the township, and recommendations for water and 
land management can be found in the 2006 Open 
Space Plan, Tookany/Tacony-Creek Integrated Water-
shed Management Plan, and in the Flood Damage 
Reduction Study done in conjunction with the army 
Corps of engineers. these practices use natural 
systems to divert water and prevent it from becom-
ing runof via infltration, evapotranspiration, and 
fltration. some potential projects that the township 
can use as green infrastructure models include, but 
are not limited to: 

a. Creating a vegetated swale on municipal lands 
behind Greenwood ave 

b. Creating vegetated swales and infltration basins 
at Caroll brook park 

C. Removing berms and naturalizing basins during 
phase iii of the high school park construction. 

D. Restoration of the site adjacent to the bird sanc-
tuary at Rices mill and Glenside avenue.  

e. Removing the dam beyond the public works fa-
cility on shoemaker Rd to help alleviate fooding 
and restore the watershed 

the township could also explore options to convert 
impervious surfaces on public and private land into 
more natural pervious or semi-pervious landscapes. 
the township could also look into “daylighting” 
creeks and restoring natural streambeds. exploring 
a partnership with the philadelphia horticultural 
society to create a “best of Cheltenham” residential 
stormwater management award would also pro-
mote bmps throughout the township. 

Phasing 

immediate to long term. establishing bmps will help 
the community come into compliance with the 
stormwater management program. the township 
can more quickly identify the most appropriate sites 
for managing stormwater. however, these projects 
may take an extended period of time to complete. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

the cost of implementing bmps on municipal public 
property falls on the township, while private land-
owners would have to independently fund projects. 
the township may want to consider subsidizing 
projects on private land to encourage watershed 
restoration. Grants may become available through 
a number of sources, such as the pwD or the paDep. 
partnering with other townships or with non-proft 
organizations may reduce some of the fnancial bur-
den when trying to accomplish certain bmps. 

Possible Partners 

the township could work closely with the eaC, the 
tookany/tacony-Frankford watershed partnership, 
the philadelphia water Department, other munic-
ipalities, and with the County to help accomplish 
their stormwater management program. 

Ecological Stewardship 
1. Strengthen the township’s tree preservation and land-

scape standards 

the township can work to strengthen the tree 
preservation and landscape standards found in the 
township’s subdivision and land Development 
ordinance to make them more sustainable. the 
township can also consider adopting an ordinance 
restricting the use of certain fertilizers, herbicides or 
pesticides that could pollute the township’s water-
ways if not applied correctly. 

http://cheltenhamtownship.org/docview.aspx?docid=2934
http://cheltenhamtownship.org/docview.aspx?docid=2934
http://cheltenhamtownship.org/documents.aspx?id=3537&catid=26
http://cheltenhamtownship.org/documents.aspx?id=3537&catid=26
http://cheltenhamtownship.org/docview.aspx?docid=7378
http://cheltenhamtownship.org/docview.aspx?docid=7378
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Phasing 

this work can begin immediately. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

staf time for ordinance work. 

Possible Partners 

the montgomery County planning Commission can 
write and review tree preservation and landscape 
ordinances. the pennsylvania horticultural society 
and extension agencies are also available for consul-
tation. 

2. Continue to work to naturalize municipal owned lands 

extensive use of parks and open space, as well as 
grading and facilities development to provide for 
recreation, has degraded the natural features of 
parts of the township’s lands. the township can 
focus on naturalizing some municipal owned land 
to increase native habitat, support a healthy water-
shed, protect soil quality and manage stormwater 
run-of. to do this the township can: 

A. Changing mowing patterns to create meadows 
(as noted in energy action item #1) 

b. Replanting trees and underbrush with native 
species and protect the plantings from deer, 
geese and other damaging wildlife 

C. Reintroducing native wetland plants, especially 
if and when state and federal sponsored projects 
create or restore wetlands 

D. Controlling invasive species 

e. managing streambank restoration projects 

F. encouraging the use of trails to maintain more 
natural areas 

G. planting fruit and nut trees as part of a local 
harvested food initiative 

the township has worked towards many these 
tasks as it developed and implemented the master 
plan for high school park.  it will continue to do so 
in 2013 by developing the master plan for Curtis 
arboretum.  naturalization of township parks can 
continue over time through development of master 
plans for our other parks, and fundraising through 
pennsylvania’s Department of Conservation and nat-
ural Resources.  

Phasing 

an examination of parks and open spaces can begin 
immediately to identify degraded areas. plans for 
park and open space management can be estab-
lished to identify projects according to priority. en-
couraging residents to change use patterns can also 
begin immediately. Changing mowing schedules, 
replanting and removing invasive species will need 
to be done annually. larger stream bank restoration 
projects can be done when funding becomes avail-
able or during a larger infrastructure program. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

mowing less will save fuel and require less employ-
ee time.  plantings and invasive removal will be 
time consuming, but can be done with the help 
of volunteers. Capital costs will be minimal, and 
may be ofset by grants or donations from planting 
programs. Restoration eforts will be costly, though 
some grants can be obtained. naturalizing eforts 
can reduce stormwater compliance issues, thereby 
ofsetting some potential capital or penalty costs. 

Possible Partners 

the most important partner in this efort will be 
citizens who use the parks and open spaces.  it is im-
portant to educate them about the value of mead-
ows, native versus invasive species, and streambank 
restoration.  education eforts could also focus on 
encouraging the proper use of these natural and 
open spaces either through a campaign online or 
through signage. the township can partner with 
paDep, phs, pwD, and community groups for capital 
help and for volunteer labor. 

3. Explore ways to reduce invasive species 

invasive species dominate many green spaces in the 
community. the township currently invests $15,000-
$20,000 yearly in an invasive species removal pro-
gram. Difculties persist with these removal strate-
gies. in some cases, the invasives are stabilizing the 
landscape or protecting wetlands, making removal a 
double edged sword. also, without yearly treatment, 
or without replacement plants, the invasive species 
will inevitably return.  therefore management strat-
egies are only efective if capital investments can 
be made in annual treatments, replacement species 
and in monitoring. 
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Phasing 

this work is currently done on an annual basis and 
could continue. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

the township could explore grant opportunities to 
supplement the investments they currently make. 

Possible Partners 

the township can partner with paDep, phs, pwD, 
and community groups for planning purposes, fund-
ing opportunities and possibly for volunteer labor. 

4. Develop a comprehensive Sustainable Urban Forest 
Management Plan 

to strengthen the community’s commitment to 
tree preservation and landscape management, the 
township can develop a comprehensive “sustain-
able urban Forest management plan” to help protect 
the community’s tree canopy, including trees on 
public property (street, park, township facilities) as 
well as private property (residential, commercial, 
institutional). the plan can address such topics as 
tree inventory, assessment, maintenance, removal, 
replacement, stewardship, preservation, and other 
elements of maintaining a healthy tree canopy. 

Phasing 

the township can begin immediately by working 
with the shade tree Commission to begin the plan-
ning process.  within the next year the township can 
begin a tree inventory and the comprehensive forest 
management plan could be done within a two year 
timeframe. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

the shade tree Commission is an existing volunteer 
organization, but there would be a cost for a consul-
tant to organize the inventory and develop the plan. 

Possible Partners 

possible partners include the montgomery County 
planning Commission, DVRpC, phs, the penn state 
extension and DCnR. 

5. Continue monitoring and replacing trees on public 
land 

the township currently maintains a list of those 
trees removed from parkland, and has a waiting 
list of residents desiring street trees. Continued 

monitoring and recording will allow Cheltenham to 
maintain and enhance its urban tree canopy. this 
work can be done in conjunction with community 
organizations, such as tree tenders. Current collab-
orations with local nurseries, contractors, and the 
pennsylvnia horticultural society can also be main-
tained to further the sustainability goals 

Phasing 

a plan can be developed that prioritizes areas 
throughout the township that would most beneft 
from tree plantings.  the plantings with the most im-
pact could occur when funding becomes available. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

most often, these types of projects occur when grant 
funding becomes available.  this grant funding is 
available on a regular basis from state, local and 
regional sources.  the township has done a tremen-
dous job in pursuing these opportunities and lever-
aging those with donations from private businesses. 
the township can continue to pursue these funding 
opportunities and nurture the relationship it has 
with the private sector. 

Possible Partners 

the eaC, community organization, private business-
es, paDep, phs and DVRpC are possible partners. 

6. Expand range of tree planting projects on municipal 
lands to provide models for similar development by 
the community on private lands. 

the introduction of naturalized features along de-
veloped municipal lands such as streets, and parking 
lots, would not only improve their appearance, but 
also reduce stormwater run-of.  the us Forest ser-
vice states that every mature tree crown intercepts 
1,000 gallons of rainfall per year.  Cheltenham town-
ship has approved a watershed plan that references 
the ttF Consolidated watershed plan.  this plan rec-
ommends that every municipality in the watershed 
achieve a 5% increase of tree canopy coverage.  

to set an example for the whole community to ac-
complish this goal, the township can: 

a. Continue and fully fund a program to provide 
tree saplings for residential yard planting once a 
year and free of charge.   

b. Develop a street tree planting program in 
collaboration with civic groups, such as tree 
tenders, and provide sidewalk removal services 
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free of charge to create tree wells for township 
approved planting projects. 

C. seek funding to develop projects to install tree 
trenches and/or pocket rain gardens in munici-
pal parking lots.  

Phasing 

some of these actions are already taking place, while 
others will take time to develop or will require a 
funding opportunity to begin. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

as with action item #5, most often these type of 
projects occur when grant funding become avail-
able.  this grant funding is available on a regular 
basis from state, local and regional sources.  the 
township has done a tremendous job in pursuing 
these opportunities and leveraging those with 
donations from private businesses.  the township 
could continue to pursue these funding opportuni-
ties and nurture the relationship they have with the 
private sector. 

Possible Partners 

the eaC, community organization, private business-
es, paDep, phs and DVRpC are possible partners. 

Healthy Living For All 
1.  Consider participating in the Let’s Move Cities and 

Towns” program 

Childhood obesity rates in america have tripled 
in the past three decades to nearly thirty percent. 
let’s move is a comprehensive initiative, launched 
by michelle obama, the current First lady, aimed at 
solving this challenging societal problem through 
participation by families, schools, health care pro-
fessionals, private sector companies, and all levels 
of government. local leaders can participate in the 
program through the let’s move! Cities, towns and 
Counties (lmCtC) initiative, which provides tools, 
resources and a framework for battling childhood 
obesity in communities. 

Phasing 

immediate to long term. the frst step is for local of-
fcials to commit to the fve goals outlined by LMCTC, 
which include: start early, start smart; my plate, 
your place; smart servings for students; model Food 

service; and active Kids at play. after completing 
a short survey, the national league of Cities will 
develop technical assistance opportunities specifc 
to the township. these will most likely be longer 
term projects. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

each goal requires a diferent level of funding 
commitment. none of the goals necessitate capital 
expenditures, however, they all require substantial 
time investments from private and public partners 
to incorporate new programs, gather data, ex-
amine purchasing systems, and create marketing 
campaigns among other commitments. 

Possible Partners 

a wide variety of partners will need to be involved. 
these will include: usDa regional ofces, local 
head start chapters, child care resources, the pedi-
atric medical community, the Cheltenham school 
District, vendors, parks and Recreation Depart-
ments, teachers, community members, and local 
colleges and universities. 

2. Promote local foods through community gardens 
and farmers markets 

local food production reduces the need for fossil 
fuels for transportation, encourages healthy eating 
habits, discourages the use of pesticides and 
fertilizers, and connects residents to where their 
food comes from. to encourage the purchase and 
consumption of local food, the township can: 

a. explore creating incentives for local food pro-
duction and consumption of  regional public 
food sources within 100 miles of the township 

b. Create and promote dedicated areas for 
community gardens, most likely within already 
established public parks and open spaces. 

C. Determine the most suitable locations for new 
gardens depending on local economy, resident 
interest, and access to fresh fruits and 
vegetable. 

D. work with local extension agencies, commu-
nity organizations and schools, and local food 
experts to provide the knowledge needed to 
grow, store and preserve produce grown 
at home. 

e. Continue to encourage farmers markets and 
co-ops. 

http://www.healthycommunitieshealthyfuture.org/get-started/


63 

Municipal Action Plan

 

 

 

 

F. encourage local foods education in the school 
system by converting under-used school proper-
ties to small gardens. 

Phasing 

immediate. the township can map out established 
community gardens and identify where the need 
and the land exists for future ones. an education 
program with classes might take a few months to 
establish, but online information can be compiled 
and made readily accessible immediately. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

staf will be needed to map out community garden 
locations and to create and potentially staf classes. 
support may be given to startup gardens and co-
ops in the form of small grants or low interest loans. 
Grants and collaborations can help ofset some 
of these costs. payback will be seen mostly by the 
residents using the gardens, farmers markets, and 
co-ops. 

Possible Partners 

the township can partner with existing neighbor-
hood organizations and non-profts that currently 
work in the community. 

3. Create neighborhood parks and open space within 
easy walking distance of every neighborhood 

the township has already established an extensive 
network of parks and open space.  however, the res-
idents of laverock do not have easy access to green 
space. the township can determine parcels within 
the laverock community that can be acquired and 
turned into a park or open space.  this may involve 
working in conjunction with springfeld to preserve 
parcels near the township boundary. opportunities 
may also arise as development or redevelopment is 
proposed.  of particular importance is the mainte-
nance or creation of open spaces around creeks or 
restored wetlands.  the township can also continue 
promoting the Cresheim trail, which would provide 
a greenway near the laverock community. addi-
tionally, the township could ensure that the existing 
parks are protected and maintained both through 
zoning changes or conservation easements, and 
through the establishment of management plans. 

Phasing 

immediate-to-long term – the township needs to 
map out priority locations for future open space 

and natural areas near laverock and throughout 
the community. acquiring appropriate parcels and 
turning them into green spaces will be a long-term 
goal dependent on funding and availability. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

acquiring new parcels will be a large capital expense 
as open land is scare in the community. the town-
ship can also identify under-used municipal proper-
ties that could be turned into a park or open space 
with some capital investment. 

Possible Partners 

the township would need to work with residents 
and community groups to identify where the need 
is for more green space.  it might also be prudent 
to work with developers to identify and acquire the 
appropriate lots. 

4. Provide easy access from every neighborhood (prefer-
ably walkable and/or bikable) to key services such as 
post ofce, banks, shops, libraries, schools, etc 

specifc populations within each neighborhood may 
not have easy access to cars or public transit. it is 
therefore critical for the township to make key mu-
nicipal services available via walking and/or biking. 
to do this, the township can adopt a comprehensive 
map showing the location of bike trails, easily bike-
able streets and municipal services. another com-
prehensive map could identify the current location 
of key services and the populations that can access 
them via walking and biking. the township can use 
these maps to identify safe streets and intersections 
to make walking to these facilities easier. Finally, the 
township can develop a thorough understanding of 
where the highest density of non-drivers are in the 
community to determine whether key services can 
be relocated, whether new locations can be added, 
or whether new bike lanes or public transit routes 
can be established. the township can also continue 
to encourage the senior Citizen shared Ride 
program. 

Phasing 

work on the planning aspects of this action item can 
begin immediately. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

staf time will be required to manage the planning 
process and any projects would require capital 
dollars.  these types of projects are most feasibly 
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implemented concurrent with road work or devel-
opment. plans could be established immediately, 
but the actual building might not happen for years 
to come. 

Possible Partners 

the eaC is currently working on this issue as are 
other citizen groups in the township.  

5. Develop partnerships with the school districts, univer-
sities, hospitals and other organizations to promote 
healthy lifestyle choices 

public institutions and specialized private organiza-
tions frequently have the ability to reach a wide net-
work of people. the township could create ofcial 
partnerships with these organizations to promote 
healthy lifestyles. this can include tabling at events, 
specifc web content, joint events, wellness screen-
ings, etc. 

Phasing 

immediate 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

production of materials to distribute, including 
handouts, posters, banners, etc.  there will also be 
a cost in compensation for staf time to coordinate 
collaborations, create online content and to attend 
events. 

Possible Partners 

the eaC, township organizations and institutions, 
the pennsylvania Department of health and any 
future Cheltenham sustainability implementation 
organization. 

Local Economy 
1. Promote sustainable action items outlined in the 2002 

Community Revitalization Plan and the subsequent 
2009 Update 

Cheltenham township has the opportunity to invest 
in nurturing its local economy while abiding by the 
sustainability criteria of the natural steps method. 
in fact, creating a vibrant local economy is a founda-
tion of sustainability. The Township has identifed 
four goals in sustainable economic development: 
attracting and maintaining local businesses in-
cluding cottage industries, using resources more 

efciently, promoting sustainable living in Chel-
tenham, and creating downtown hubs that are 
pedestrian and bike friendly. the township can 
continue to work towards these goals by supporting 
and encouraging some of the projects proposed 
in the 2002 Community Revitalization plan and the 
subsequent plan update in 2009. For example:  

a. Gateway and streetscape improvements 
to intersection of penrose and Cheltenham 
avenues: Creating a gateway entrance into 
Cheltenham township that takes into account 
pedestrian mobility, stormwater management 
bmps, and community signage will encourage 
local economic growth while incorporating 
other sustainability principles.  

b. Community Garden ownership: see healthy 
living for all action item #1 

C. tyler Campus re-use, and more specifcally, 
beech hall re-use: when temple’s tyler school 
of art relocated, the campus became available 
for occupancy by another institutional entity. 
the campus itself contains open space and an 
already established building infrastructure. 
encouraging tenure by another organization 
would help boost the local economy and would 
provide a great model for reuse. the township 
could also initially focus on flling beech hall 
dormitory with a new business. 

D. street tree management throughout lamott: 
see ecological stewardship action item #1 

Phasing 

the phasing for these action items can be found in 
their respective plans. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

the cost and possible funding issues for these action 
items can be found in their respective plans. 

Possible Partners 

the township could continue to support the work of 
the Cheltenham township economic Development 
task Force and its associated partners. 

2. Work towards establishing green economic initiatives 

in order for the township to attract and maintain 
local businesses, use resources more efciently, pro-
mote sustainable living in Cheltenham, and create 
downtown hubs, it can examine established green 
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economic initiatives. these initiatives are created 
to foster green business and development and to 
help the community become a hub of sustainable 
activity. some examples instituted by communities 
include, but are not limited to: 

a. providing funding for technology to help entre-
preneurs and startups 

b. surveying businesses to understand what is 
needed to support and attract new businesses. 
surveys can also be used to understand what 
green businesses are currently located in the 
community. 

C. encouraging actions to stop the outfow of 
local dollars, support existing businesses, en-
courage new local enterprises, and recruit new 
businesses.  

Phasing 

planning for these initiatives can begin immediate-
ly. Future plans can build upon an already existing 
cottage industry. other large economic projects may 
not be feasible until some point in the future. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

For any of these initiatives it is hoped that the 
costs associated with planning, administration and 
any possible loss of tax revenue can be regained 
through the retention and growth of the business 
sector so that these initiatives lead to a net gain for 
the township. 

Possible Partners 

the township could continue to support the work of 
the Cheltenham township economic Development 
task Force and its associated partners. 

Sustainable Development 
1. Explore sustainable designs for all retrofts and new 

construction on municipal properties 

while energy Goal action item #2 focuses on energy 
conservation, building sustainably can encompass 
many more issues.  sustainable buildings should be 
accessible by everyone. they should also create a 
healthy, safe, and productive environment for oc-
cupants and visitors while minimizing their impact 
on the environment.  the township can develop 
sustainable building standards that will guide all 

retrofts and new construction projects on municipal 
properties.  the township can look to a number of 
sustainable building programs, such as leeD, energy 
star, Green Globes, etc., for guidance on construc-
tion standards.   

Phasing 

the preparation for building sustainably can begin 
immediately but opportunities to take action may 
not arise for years. the township can begin to pre-
pare a system that will ensure sustainable designs 
so that when a municipal construction opportunity 
occurs, the township is ready to proceed in the most 
sustainable manner possible. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

it is commonly accepted that building in a sustain-
able manner does add costs to the initial construc-
tion. these costs can be limited through smart plan-
ning and many of the initial costs can be recovered 
through energy savings, greater tenant productivity 
and healthier tenants. 

Possible Partners 

the eaC is currently working on this issue as are 
other county, state and regional organizations that 
could be a resource.  the eaC and any other town-
ship sustainability stakeholders can be brought on 
board at the inception of municipal retrofts and 
new construction.  

2. Ensure codes and land development ordinances are 
aligned with sustainability goals.  

the township’s regulatory control over development 
can play an important role in sustainable develop-
ment.  the codes and ordinances can spur sustain-
ability in many ways, such as removing roadblocks 
to good design, requiring sustainable practices 
whenever possible and incentivizing sustainable 
practices.  the montgomery County planning 
Commission is working with the township to re-
view its zoning ordinance, salDo, and stormwater 
ordinance and make recommendations on changes/ 
additions to existing ordinance language to increase 
environmental protection, energy efciency, and/ 
or resource management during the development 
process.  the epa’s local Government Green building 
toolkit (http://epa.gov/region4/recycle/green-build-
ing-toolkit.pdf) can be used to evaluate roadblocks 
to green and sustainable codes.  From the planning 
process, a number of ordinance issues were high-

http://epa.gov/region4/recycle/green-building-toolkit.pdf
http://epa.gov/region4/recycle/green-building-toolkit.pdf
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lighted that the sustainability review can address. 
these include, but are not limited to: 

A. adopt, and modify as needed, the montgomery 
County model Floodplain ordinance to ensure 
compliance with Fema requirements and to 
protect the foodplain 

b. attempt to reduce impervious pavement and 
stormwater runof and attempt to increase use 
of permeable pavement by ensuring that im-
pervious coverage limits are present in the draft 
zoning ordinance 

C. explore requiring the use of pervious concrete 
in the construction of sidewalks and pervious 
paving in parking stalls of all new residential 
developments 

D. explore zoning for solar access and orientation 

e. explore providing incentives for sustainable con-
struction that maximizes energy efciency and 
reduces environmental impacts (leeD, energy 
star, etc.) 

F. explore adopting the most sustainable and up-
to-date version of the international Construction 
Code 

G. encourage residential and mixed-use develop-
ments around train stations and transit lines 

h. explore infrastructure for electric and liquid 
natural gas vehicles with assistance from DVRpC 
and other transportation organizations. 

i. attempt to identify private properties in the 
township that are paved to provide parking but 
do not serve this function.  Determine measures 
that the township could take to incentivize the 
restoration of these lands to pervious earth cov-
ered by vegetation. 

Phasing 

the montgomery County planning Commission is 
currently working with the township to review and 
edit the Zoning ordinance.  the subdivision and 
land Development ordinance review and editing 
process will begin when that has fnished. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

the review and editing process are part of Chelten-
ham’s planning assistance contract and will not have 
any additional cost to the township. 

Possible Partners 

the montgomery County planning Commission 
works closely with the township, the eaC and all 
over stakeholders during the process. 

Monitoring 
1. Develop a process so that the EAC plays an advisory, 

oversight and monitoring role in the Municipal Action 
Plan’s Action Items 

the eaC’s sustainability monitoring roles would be 
carried out by the following eaC committees: 

•	 water management and ecological stewardship 

•	 sustainable Development, energy, mobility, & 
waste Reduction 

•	 school board liaison 

•	 Communications for Community engagement, 
healthy living and progress monitoring 

the eaC would assume the following roles and use 
the following methods of operation. 

a. monitoring and Reporting the activities of 
township Government 

1. the Communications Committee would de-
velop articles about government and com-
munity sustainability projects and progress 
to be posted on the sustainable Cheltenham 
website.  assistance for this committee 
would include: 

a. monthly updates of government sus-
tainability activities provided at the eaC 
meeting by the township’s Director of 
Communications, who serves as the 
eaC’s advisor.  

b. technical assistance from the montgom-
ery County planning Commission staf 
in posting articles on the sustainable 
Cheltenham website and from the Com-
munications Director by linking them to 
the township website.  

2. each of the other eaC committees would 
assume their own part in annual narrative 
reporting of the township government’s 
prior year sustainability map projects and 
accomplishments, and following year’s map 
projects plans.  however, the eaC would 
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 not be responsible to provide any portions 
of the report for which we did not receive 
performance data from the town depart-
ment directors, including relevant statistics 
on their consumption and green practices.  
according to the township manager, these 
reports by department directors would be 
due in august as part of the submission of 
department budget proposals to him.  to 
facilitate this process, the eaC Communi-
cations Committee would develop a map 
performance reporting matrix chart, identi-
fying which departments are responsible for 
accomplishing and reporting on progress for 
each action step in the map. 

b. Communication and promotion of Communi-
ty-wide sustainability initiatives 

eaC committees would interact with community 
groups and businesses to motivate the accom-
plishment and reporting of any projects that 
work towards the accomplishment of sustain-
able Cheltenham goals using any of the meth-
ods approved in the plan.  each eaC committee 
could promote only one or two methods in any 
given year, to insure that substantial progress 
will be made that year. 

promotion of community projects could be 
done through: 

1. Community Forumsin 2013 the eaC has 
planned community forums that focus on: 

a. energy issues:  these will be presented in 
collaboration with the energyworks resi-
dential conservation program to provide 
client orientation, and will be hosted by 
school pto groups. 

b. watershed and stormwater manage-
ment issues:  these will be presented in 
collaboration with the ttF watershed 
partnership at township civic group 
meetings.  

a variety of forums could be planned for the 
following years. 

2. publications. monthly recognition and 
publicity about community sustainability 
initiatives could be provided in the eaC 
newsletter, currently distributed to over 
1,000 township residents.  

3. awards. an annual awards contest could be 
designed to motivate reporting by commu-
nity organizations and businesses about 
their sustainability accomplishments.  the 
eaC committees would serve as awardee 
selection groups and award event organizers 
and promoters. 

Phasing 

the eaC could begin its role immediately. 

Cost and Possible Funding Issues 

the eaC could incorporate these duties as part of 
their normal agenda.  the eaC may want to organize 
their internal structure to accommodate this new 
role.  staf time would be necessary on a regular 
basis to provide the eaC with the information it re-
quires. Funding for the annual report can come from 
the same sources that fund all other eaC activities. 

Possible Partners 

the eaC and township government would work 
closely together. 
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section six 

INPUT FROM STAKEHOLDERS 

The material in the appendix contains comments gathered during the public process and is not an 
official part of the Sustainability Plan. These comments were made by Sustainability Committee 
members throughout various stages of  the planning process. Many of  these comments were inte-
grated into the Cheltenham Sustainability Plan, while some did not.  Some of  these comments were 
not able to be integrated into the plan due to the municipal focus of  the plan and these comments 
would be more appropriate for a community-wide sustainability plan.   But, the comments are in-
teresting and will be valuable for later Cheltenham community planning efforts.  Instead of  losing 
these valuable ideas, we have included them in this appendix. The public is encouraged to use these 
ideas as a foundation for more sustainability work in the Township. 

Responses to the Questionnaire Distributed at the June 29, 2011 Kick-Off Mtg. 

Environment 
Open Space & Recreation 

•	 integrate green spaces into fabric of community 

•	 Green spaces for everyone – kids, adults, sports, 
walkers, dogs, bikers, wheelchair users 

•	 Foster recreational uses on township waterways; 
daylight creek where possible; allow for canoing, 
kayaking, swimming 

•	 “Friends of” groups to maintain, clean up and raise 
funds for parks; involve community in improving 
and maintaining parks and open spaces (e.g. wall 
park community build project, riparian bufer plant-
ings, native gardens, community gardens, etc.) 

Growing Food, Trees, & other Living Things 

•	 Residential farming/food production 

•	 Community food production – use parks and open 
spaces for fruit and nut trees, gardens, bees, grazing 

•	 native gardening; replace turfgrass lawns with na-
tive meadows and gardens 

•	 education, workshops on sustainable gardening 

•	 Gardening programs in schools 

•	 tree planting programs; require permit to remove 
trees 

•	 bee keeping, poultry raising, small livestock 

•	 allow for small-scale commercial farming in the 
township 
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Clean Air & Water Energy Efciency/Reduction 

•	 adopt policies that protect the natural environment 
in Cheltenham (support healthy watershed, clean 
water, stream bufers, soil protection, tree protec-
tion) 

•	 encourage or require use of porous pavement 

•	 streamside-living education 

•	 mark storm sewers “no Dumping - Drains to stream!” 

•	 Reduce use of fertilizers and pesticides 

•	 Reduce use of harmful chemicals in homes and 
businesses 

•	 public spaces dedicated to stormwater management 

•	 improve sewer infrastructure 

•	 stream restoration, “daylighting,” planting, reduce 
erosion 

•	 healthy habitats for all types of native species (frogs, 
fsh, birds, turtles, mammals, etc.) 

•	 (adopt and) enforce no litterbug and dog waste laws 

Energy 
Overall Goals 

•	 Reduce energy Consumption – net Zero emissions 
aspiration 

•	 shift energy use to renewable sources 

•	 Create energy independence 

•	 set aggressive energy reduction goals 

•	 Create on-going group of local energy experts 
(“think-tank”) to help township and community 
evaluate and reach reduction targets 

Renewable Energy 

•	 explore locally-sourced energy (bio-fuels, ethanol, 
etc.,) made in the township 

•	 explore District energy for the township 

•	 support innovation and new technologies; be a 
showcase community for pilot programs 

•	 promote solar thermal (not just solar pV), for home 
hot water heating 

•	 incentives for solar panels, solar thermal, and micro 
wind turbines 

•	 “get Cheltenham of dirty coal” 

•	 township take a stance against coal and natural gas 
(no fracking) 

•	 township buildings “set the bar” with use of alterna-
tive energies / energy use reductions; energy-ef-
cient township-owned buildings and vehicles 

•	 township partner to provide alternative energy and 
energy reduction incentives 

•	 promote energy star initiatives 

•	 home energy audit programs, low-interest loans for 
projects (eCa, e.g.) 

•	 Reduce energy use by 15% across the township 

•	 ban electronic billboard – huge energy wasters! 

•	 turn of streetlights when not needed 

•	 incentives for alternatives to gas-powered lawn 
mowers; green lawn services 

•	 Green roofs to reduce heat island efect and reduce 
storm run-of 

Economy 
Overall Goals 

•	 support a culture of local businesses to make us a 
self-sustaining community 

•	 Create jobs and income close to home 

•	 save tax dollars by using resources more efciently 

•	 Keep taxes low/competitive with surrounding com-
munities 

Local Business & Industry 

•	 “shop local” as a way of life 

•	 local businesses practice sustainable consumption 
and energy use 

•	 increase availability of Farmers’ market goods 
(year-round, daily access to local, fresh foods); local 
groceries (walkable) in every neighborhood 

•	 program to evaluate and award achievement for 
businesses’ sustainability eforts 

•	 Foster sustainable/ green businesses and technolo-
gies 

•	 local currency; bartering programs 

•	 support biD development in downtowns 

•	 Fill vacancies in downtowns before adding to com-
mercial building stock 
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Tax Structure 

•	 Decrease taxes to maintain property values, com-
pete for homebuyers, and keep Cheltenham aford-
able 

•	 tax breaks/incentives for local businesses 

•	 Conserve resources in all aspects of government 

Community & Society 
Overall Goals 

•	 work together as a unifed Cheltenham, not just 
individual neighborhoods 

•	 engage the whole community in making changes 

•	 enhance the quality of life in Cheltenham 

•	 be a resilient community in the face of peak oil and 
climate change 

Education 

•	 Require environmental education component to 
graduate from high school 

•	 integrate sustainability into schools’ curriculum and 
practices 

•	 teach kids to grow their own food; alternative to 
after-school sports 

•	 weekly outdoor education and more time outside, 
all grades K-12 

Engagement & Equity 

•	 education, workshops on living sustainably 

•	 incentives, grants to make energy-efcient upgrades 
and sustainability afordable to all 

•	 strategic partnerships with companies to help peo-
ple of all incomes 

•	 program to evaluate and award achievement for 
households’ and neighborhoods sustainability 
eforts 

•	 Community gardens & agricultural co-ops 

•	 Food-sharing programs, neighborhood potluck 
meals 

•	 support innovation, creativity, and new ideas 

•	 more citizen involvement in all township meetings 
and planning 

•	 support our libraries 

•	 more community events 

Healthy Living for All 

•	 Continue to foster sports, recreation, community 
park & rec programs, healthy living programs, and 
other initiatives to keep Cheltenham citizens healthy 

•	 Find ways to provide afordable health care and 
insurance for all 

•	 Foster programs that allow residents to age in place 
(home health care, seniors housing, shuttle bus ser-
vices, neighborhood access to food and services) 

•	 ensure access to fresh foods and healthy environ-
ments 

•	 neighborhood medical clinics – convenient access 
to medical care for all, including alternative health 

•	 make parks, trails, sidewalks, and recreation accessi-
ble to all 

Mobility/ Transportation 
Overall Goals 

•	 safe and convenient to walk and bike eVeRywheRe 

•	 integrate green spaces into fabric of community, as 
part of transportation system 

•	 Reduce vehicle miles traveled, trafc on our road-
ways, and greenhouse gases 

Biking & Walking 

•	 more / better-designed crosswalks at key intersec-
tions 

•	 total integration of biking into the street network 
and of-road trail system 

•	 bike-sharing program 

•	 bike parking/racks in downtowns, at train stations, at 
schools, etc. 

•	 encourage bike commuting (provide lockers, show-
ers) 

•	 urban hike program; promote walking 

•	 safe Routes to school funding 

•	 Connect to Regional trail system 

•	 programs to encourage car-pooling and walk-
er-stops (like bus stops for walkers) for school fami-
lies; encourage walking to school 

•	 build walking/biking bridges (and underpasses) at 
key crossings in the township (e.g. across Church Rd. 
at Curtis arboretum) 
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Transit (bus, shuttles, rail) 

•	 more bus shelters (Cedarbrook mall!) 

•	 lobby for more electric transit, more and better 
train/bus/trolley service, more connections in the 
region, not just the spokes to Center City 

•	 Continue to provide and expand local shuttle bus 
services 

•	 more commuter parking at train stations 

•	 support businesses around train stations 

Reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled & GHG Emissions 

•	 trafc-calming measures and “road diets” 

•	 electric car infrastructure 

•	 prefer people-power over motor-power (even elec-
tric) 

•	 Community car-pooling, ride-sharing, hitch-hiking, 
“slugging” 

•	 hoV incentives for commuters 

•	 Car-share programs (zip-car) 

•	 electric car infrastructure 

Land Use, Buildings, & Development 
Overall Goals 

•	 Revise codes to promote more walking (pedestri-
an-friendly development) 

•	 incentives to build green new construction (leeD, 
energy star, etc.) 

Green Building 

•	 incentives to build green new construction (leeD, 
energy star, etc.) 

•	 adopt international Green Construction Code 

•	 preserve large estates and undeveloped parcels for 
community open space uses 

•	 Restore and re-purpose historical buildings 

Sustainable Land Use 

•	 ensure land development ordinances are in line with 
sustainability goals 

•	 every neighborhood should have easy access (pref-
erably walkable and/or bikable) to key services such 
as post ofce, banks, shops, libraries, schools 

•	 Downtowns need more development, more busi-

nesses, need to be more of a “hub” and more pedes-
trian-friendly 

•	 encourage development around train stations 

•	 Require sidewalks on every street 

•	 allow commercial and mixed-use throughout the 
township (“mini” main streets, corner stores, local 
food markets in every neighborhood) 

•	 ”Cheltenham will continue to be a vibrant suburban 
community.” 

•	 Redevelop or un-pave paved areas; reduce unused 
parking lots 

•	 Require “green” parking lot design – lots of trees, 
planting islands, walkways, pervious paving when 
possible 

•	 Require green stormwater infrastructure in new 
development 

•	 allow for smaller lot sizes, “granny fats,” denser 
development 

•	 Community involvement in development processes 

•	 Require new developments to be integrated into the 
existing community, walkable, and developers must 
provide community services and infrastructure 

Waste Management 
Overall Goals 

•	 Reduce waste – Zero waste aspiration 

•	 Re-use and Recycle more 

Reduce Trash 

•	 Composting services for homes and businesses 

•	 encourage home composting, school lunch com-
posting 

•	 Zero waste schools – particularly lunches, snacks 

•	 trash fees per use (monetary incentive to reduce 
waste) 

Reduce Wastewater and Storm Run-of into Streams 

•	 Rainwater harvesting incentives, education, and 
strategies 

•	 programs to use grey water 

•	 sewer fees / credits (monetary incentives) for lower 
water usage 



73 

Input From Stakeholders

 

Re-Use and Recycle 

•	 encourage community resource sharing and re-use 
(up-cycling, free-cycling,etc.) 

•	 Recycling bins everywhere – parks, downtowns, 
train stations 

•	 enhanced recycling services 

•	 encourage greater percentage participation in recy-
cling (incentives) 

•	 make it easier to recycle and safely dispose of com-
mon hazardous items such as batteries, electronics, 
cleaning supplies, pharmaceuticals, etc. (not just a 
few saturdays); use as township income source 

•	 more public education about single-stream recy-
cling 

SWOT Analysis 
Cheltenham Township Sustainability Plan 

in small groups, based on your understanding and expe-
rience of living and/or working in Cheltenham, and on 
the Community profle presented tonight, discuss and 
identify the community’s stRenGths, weaKnesses, op-
poRtunities, and thReats to being sustainable.  take 
30 minutes to discuss and record a group list.  at 9:00, 
each group will send a scribe to write the group’s list on 
the big sheets hanging on the walls.  if you have an idea 
that is the same as another group’s, place a check next to 
it on the big sheet of paper rather than re-stating it. 

Strenghts 

unique community assets and strengths (e.g. extensive 
open space network) 

lots of active community groups 

Five local train stations 

proximity to philadelphia 

Diversity (socio-economic, racial, religious, cultural) 

historic properties and preservation eforts 

extensive linear greenway system 

spaces for gardens 

educated populace 

Good public schools 

lots of long-time residents 

people willing to share expertise 

Variety of housing; afordable housing options 

Commitment to arts 

local climate is temperate, has four distinct seasons 

Creeks 

traditional, walkable development patterns 

healthy old trees 

universities and colleges = incubators 

accessibility (good public transportation) 

active government, receives lots of grant funding for 
needed projects 

Five local business districts 

Regulations allow people to farm, raise fowl, etc. 

Weaknesses 

things the township and community need to work on 
improving 

(e.g. sewer and stormwater management infrastructrue) 

high taxes 

trafc 

sidewalk gaps 

lack of redevelopment/developable areas 

aging infrastructure 

sewer problems 

Flooding and run-of problems 

major roads divide neighborhoods and cut of access for 
bikes, pedestrians 

lack of safe/usable bikeways 

perception of high crime in some areas 

not easily accessible to region by car 

lack of farmland 

lack of tax ratables 

tookany Creek 
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too many tax-exempt properties 

older developments too close to water, built on steep 
slopes, etc. 

poor communication with residents (newspaper, email, 
website, etc.) 

lots of large old houses = obsolete 

transitional area between city and suburbs = lots of 
“pass through” trafc 

Opportunities 

opportunities to take advantage of to help us achieve 
our sustainability goals (e.g. partnerships with estab-
lished institutions and community groups) 

Creative local funding ideas 

“pay as you throw,” recycle bank, and other programs 

Greater community involvement 

stock of large homes and historic properties = adaptive 
re-use/subdivide 

Redevelopment opportunities 

new technologies and innovations 

incubate green / new businesses 

Grants and rebates available 

Rising cost of gas = locational advantage for Chelten-
ham 

Renewable energy becoming more available 

Fertile land available for food production 

Role models – learn from similar communities 

local currency, bartering, time-banking, gifting, co-ops, 
worksharing, all gaining acceptance 

proximity to local farms and food sources 

partnerships with farms in region 

Composting 

involving students / school in eforts 

Threats 

threats, constraints, and potential roadblocks that could 
stand in the way of achieving our goals (e.g. local fund-
ing issues) 

“nimby-ism” 

Resistance to / fear of change 

“informed futility” (fear that actions will not matter) 

lack of septa/County support for frequent train service 

lack of vision 
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lack of understanding of the problems 

media downplay of major environmental problems 

lack of understanding of energy and climate realities 

expectations that don’t match reality 

high taxes 

Dependence on fossil fuel 

Climate Chaos 

economy 

Run-of (downstream efects) 

aging sewers 

Regulation and de-regulation 

short-term thinking 

old electrical infrastructure 

Competition for limited grants/loans 

pollution from pass-through trafc and other external 
forces 

Corruption in politics and business 

Ideas Suggested by the Committee from the 
Summer of  2011 to January 2012 
1. Community enGaGement: engage and educate all 

Cheltenham citizens, students, and stakeholders to 
unite behind a shared set of goals to build a sustain-
able future. 

Potential Objectives/Action Items: 

•	 hold regular educational workshops on living 
sustainably 

•	 program to evaluate and award achievement for 
households’ and neighborhoods’ sustainability 
eforts 

•	 Require environmental education component at 
high school 

•	 integrate sustainability into schools’ curriculum 
and practices 

•	 more community involvement in improving our 
parks, open spaces (e.g. wall park playground 
project, riparian planting, etc.) 

•	 more citizen involvement in all township meet-
ings and planning 

•	 increase communication, information, and 
transparency about municipal projects and ac-
tions – broadcast township meetings, publicize 
township activities in paper, on web 

•	 engage and educate residents about govern-
ment functions and living sustainably. 

•	 align rules, regulations, policies, and incentive 
programs to support all of the community sus-
tainability goals outlined herein. 

•	 support the creation or existence of an organi-
zation that will promote the sustainability goals 
outlined above and holistically work toward 
their implementation. 

2. eneRGy: strive to reduce energy demand, reduce 
emissions, and ofset 100% of the community’s en-
ergy consumption with equal investments in renew-
able energy sources within the community and the 
region. 

Potential Objectives/Action Items: 

•	 Reduce/eliminate dependence on fossil fuels 

•	 Reduce energy use by 15% across the township 
by 2020 

•	 shift energy use (away from coal and natural 
gas) to renewable sources (solar, geothermal, 
solar thermal, wind, etc). 

•	 net zero green house gas emissions aspiration 

•	 promote locally-sourced energy (bio-fuels, eth-
anol, solar, wind, geothermal, etc., made in the 
township) 

•	 promote solar thermal (not just solar pV) for 
home hot water heating especially 

•	 incentives for solar panels, solar thermal, and 
micro wind turbines 

•	 township buildings use alternative energies / 
energy use reductions 

•	 township partner to provide alternative energy 
and energy reduction incentives and clearing-
house of information for residents 

•	 promote energy star initiatives 

•	 home energy audit programs, low-interest loans 
for projects (eCa, Keystone help, e.g.) 

•	 township take a stance against coal and natural 
gas (anti-fracking) 
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•	 township government to be a leader in the 
region and provide incentives to residents, busi-
nesses and property owners. 

•	 Reduce “heat island” efect by changing roof and 
paved area composition. 

•	 become energy producers rather than energy 
users 

3. mobility: Reduce vehicular travel and emissions, 
increase use of alternative modes of transportation, 
and make it desirable and convenient to walk and 
bike throughout the township and region. 

Potential Objectives/Action Items: 

•	 safe and convenient to walk and bike eVeRy-
wheRe. 

•	 integrate green spaces into fabric of communi-
ty and as part of transportation system, where 
feasible. 

•	 Reduce vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse 
gas emissions and fne particulates. 

•	 increase use of public transportation. 

•	 alternate energy feet development. 

•	 increase modes of transportation. 

•	 linear greenways/foot powered transport. 

•	 electric car charging stations and car sharing 

•	 Revert parking areas back to greenspace. 

•	 more / better-designed crosswalks at key inter-
sections 

•	 total integration of biking into the street net-
work and of-road trail system 

•	 bike-sharing program 

•	 bike parking in downtowns, at train stations, at 
schools 

•	 encourage bike commuting 

•	 urban hike program 

•	 promote walking 

•	 programs to encourage car-pooling and walk-
er-stops (like bus stops for walkers) for school 
families 

•	 safe Routes to school funding programs 

•	 Community car-pooling programs for commut-
ers, hoV incentives 

•	 Car-sharing and commute-sharing 

•	 electric car infrastructure; electric car-sharing 

•	 Connect to Regional trail system 

•	 more bus shelters (Cedarbrook mall!!) 

•	 lobby for more electric transit, more and better 
train/bus/trolley service 

•	 Decrease car miles traveled and car trafc on our 
roadways 

•	 Continue to provide and expand local shuttle 
bus services 

4. waste ReDuCtion: aggressively reduce solid and 
hazardous waste and maximize the use of waste 
products as a resource. 

Potential Objectives/Action Items: 

•	 Reduce waste – Zero waste aspiration 

•	 pay-as-you-throw waste collection 

•	 increase recycling rates, increase what can be 
recycled 

•	 increase re-use and sharing of resources/con-
sumer goods. 

•	 increase home composting and communi-
ty-wide composting. 

•	 Reduce wastewater fows and stormwater runof. 

•	 encourage “freecycling” programs 

•	 make it easier to recycle and safely dispose of 
common hazardous items such as batteries, 
electronics,  cleaning supplies, pharmaceuticals, 
etc. (not just a few saturdays) 

•	 Recycling bins everywhere – parks, downtowns, 
train stations 

•	 improve sewer infrastructure 

•	 (adopt and) enforce no litterbug and dog waste 
laws 

•	 encourage community resource sharing and re-
use (up-cycling, “free sales,”etc.) 

•	 Create a green purchasing policy to guide mu-
nicipal procurement and operations 

5. GReen inFRastRuCtuRe: Reduce stormwater runof 
and wastewater fows, and maximize the utility of 
rainwater as a resource. 

Potential Objectives/Action Items: 

•	 Rainwater harvesting incentives, education, and 
strategies 
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•	 programs to use grey water 

•	 sewer fees / credits (monetary incentives) for 
lower water usage 

•	 build rainwater infltration facilities into town-
ship roadways 

•	 promote rain gardens and other bmps on private 
property to keep rain out of storm sewer system 

•	 targeted tree planting program and education 
about importance of trees 

•	 sewer fees and credits for lower usage 

•	 public spaces dedicated to stormwater manage-
ment 

•	 encourage use of porous pavement 

6. eColoGiCal stewaRDship: protect and improve 
the overall health and ecological diversity of the 
township’s habitats, waterways, and soils, both on 
public and private lands. 

Potential Objectives/Action Items: 

•	 native species planting, removal of invasive 
species 

•	 work to ensure clean air and water with moni-
toring, regulations, enforcement 

•	 adopt policies that protect the natural environ-
ment in Cheltenham (support healthy water-
shed, clean water, stream bufers, soil protection, 
tree protection) 

•	 Reduce use of fertilizers and pesticides 

•	 Reduce use of harmful chemicals in homes and 
businesses 

•	 promote clean indoor and outdoor air quality 

7. healthy liVinG FoR all: promote healthy living in 
Cheltenham by ensuring equitable access to recre-
ation, natural areas, car-free transportation, fresh 
local foods, health care services, clean air, and clean 
water. 

Potential Objectives/Action Items: 

•	 township provide space for community gardens 
& agricultural co-ops 

•	 Food-sharing programs, neighborhood potluck 
meals 

•	 neighborhood medical clinics – convenient 
access to medical care for all 

•	 neighborhood parks and open space (both pas-

sive and active greenspaces) within easy walking 
distance of every neighborhood 

•	 walkshare for school kids – encourage/promote 
walking & biking to school 

•	 access to fresh foods in all neighborhoods 

•	 Green spaces for everyone – kids, adults, sports, 
walkers, dogs, bikers 

•	 incentives, grants to make sustainability aford-
able for all 

•	 education, workshops on sustainable gardening, 
permaculture 

•	 Gardening programs in schools 

•	 promote use of, knowledge about, and access to 
alternative medicine and therapies 

•	 every neighborhood should have easy access 
(preferably walkable and/or bikable) to key ser-
vices such as post ofce, banks, shops, libraries, 
schools 

8. loCal eConomy: promote and support local and 
regional agriculture, artisans, institutions, industry, 
and business by strengthening connections to, and 
markets for, local goods and services. 

Potential Objectives/Action Items: 

•	 “shop local” as a way of life 

•	 attract and maintain local businesses. 

•	 support a culture of local businesses to make us 
a self-sustaining community. 

•	 local businesses practice sustainable consump-
tion and energy use 

•	 increase availability of Farmers’ market goods 
(year-round, daily access to local, fresh foods) 

•	 program to evaluate and award achievement for 
businesses’ sustainability eforts 

•	 walkable grocery stores in every neighborhood 

•	 Create jobs and income close to home. 

•	 save tax dollars by using resources more ef-
ciently. 

•	 business district cooperatives to promote pur-
chasing power. 

•	 eliminate plastic bags in the township. 

•	 promote the township as a good place to pur-
chase property – “living sustainably in Chelten-
ham” 
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•	 Downtowns need more development, more 
businesses, need to be more of a “hub” and more 
pedestrian-friendly 

9. sustainable DeVelopment: ensure that all land 
use, zoning, and development policies and regula-
tions support the community’s sustainability goals. 

Potential Objectives/Action Items: 

•	 provide incentives for clean, renewable, sustain-
able construction that maximizes energy ef-
ciency and reduces environmental impacts. 

•	 align codes with goals that promote walking, 
support transit, reduce environmental impacts 
of development, promote healthy living and 
support aging in place. 

•	 Reduce paving and reduce stormwater and run-
of throughout the township. 

•	 ensure that land development ordinances are 
aligned with these sustainability goals including 
local food production when crafting ordinances. 

•	 Reclamation of foodplain areas 

•	 no variances to allow for construction in 50 year 
foodplain. 

•	 adopt iCC Codes (if not already adopted) 

•	 Zone for solar access and orientation (for active 
and passive solar gain) 

•	 increase use of permeable pavements vs. imper-
vious and other stormwater bmp’s 

•	 encourage large residential and mixed-use 
developments around train stations and transit 
lines. 

•	 preserve large estates and undeveloped parcels 
for community open space uses 

•	 Revise codes to promote more walking (pedes-
trian-friendly development) 

•	 Require sidewalks on every street 

•	 incentives to build green new construction 
(leeD, energy star, etc.) 

•	 Community building programs 
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Draft Comments that were not directly in-
corporated into the Final Draft 
Community Engagement 

“For discussion: reduce local income taxes, and institute 
local taxes on: car ownership/leasing, powered lawn 
equipment, impervious surfaces, waste by weight 

tax relief for: local food production, local sustainable 
business & cottage industries, using 100% clean re-
newable energy for electricity, energy conservation 
measures for homes & businesses, walking, biking and 
transit.” 

“suggestion: lawn/landscape services must register 
with township and only use earth-friendly substances 
on Cheltenham properties—qualifed green landscape/ 
garden services can be recommended by the township.” 

Energy 

“i found that the “most competitive” (economically) 
electricity supplier gave out air miles too and within 
the season had increased their rates to be one the most 
expensive: energy plus. i recommend energy Coop 
because the customers are the owners of the company, 
one can get 100% clean renewable energy (wind, solar, 

small hydro) and it is locally/regionally sourced. the cost 
is about 2 cents more per kwh compared to peCo’s con-
ventional energy: coal, nuclear. of course, municipalities 
are in a diferent fee structure than households.” 

Mobility 

“all liquid fuels including “alternative fuels” emit green-
house gases and they vie with food for land. liquid fuels 
are not a sustainable alternative they pit the 2 billion 
poor who need food against the 800,000 car owners 
who want fuel. we need to promote and produce solar 
energy to re-charge electric vehicles.” 

“Can more of the police Force use bikes? 

Can police have neighborhood beats and be out and 
about by foot and bike within neighborhood for the 
day? 

Can cruising be reduced? Do police idle their cars for 
a/C, communications, hanging out? 

will energy consumption be reduced with the automatic 
recycling/refuse trucks? 

why is the “highway” category so high in energy con-
sumption? 
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would road repair be more efcient if it were subcon-
tracted?” 

“it may be possible to connect the greenways by ofer-
ing private property owners a property tax break for 
allowing public access and an ecologically valid trail 
through their property…similar to the public walking 
trails through felds in the uK” 

“it is good to see that we have all those bus stops in 
Cheltenham. if we had four more roads covered: new 
2nd st., washington ln. & waverly at the far end of the 
township, and the whole length of Church Rd. every 
household would be within ¼ mile of a bus stop. [a local 
advocate] rightfully advocates for bus shelters so people 
can get out of the elements while waiting for the bus.” 

“the citizens along and to either side of new 2nd st., 
washington ln., waverly and Church Rd. have no transit 
options. at the very least, we need bike lanes and safe 
pedestrian walkways on: new 2nd st., washington ln. 
and waverly and safe crossings of Church Rd. every ¼ 
mile or so.” 

“the few roads in Cheltenham township that are wide 
enough to have hoV lanes (e.g. limekiln pike, easton in 
places, washington ln.) would far better serve the town-
ship if they had bike lanes instead—we’re depending 
on it for the safety of cyclists and pedestrians. Rte 309 
might be a good candidate for a hoV lane.” 

Waste Management 

“imagine if a family grew and bought mostly local food, 
composted and purchased mostly local goods avoiding 
disposables & packaging, they might use the proposed 
smallest trashcan size (35 gallons) only once a season! 
(no food scraps or pet waste). if a family like that could 
get a signifcant break on trash tax, there would be more 
families that would follow suit.” 

“Recycle bank is not so highly evolved. the idea is to 
reduce trash to almost nothing and then reduce your 
recycling because of reuse, repurposing and upcycling 
and wise local infrequent purchasing. points for more 
stuf so you can do more and more recycling encourages 
materialism and the “thing-glut”.” 

Water Management 

“tie impervious surfaces to property tax: if earth and 
water absorbing plantings are gained, property tax goes 
down. if impervious surfaces are added property tax 
goes up. on properties that are already optimizing best 
water management practices, the property tax goes 
down. on properties with excessive impervious surfaces 

and bad water management practices, (e.g. Jenkintown 
train station) property tax or penalties go up. water 
“sheets” of of lawns—convert to gardens.” 

“Convert the old school bus lot at the corner of Glenside 
ave & Rices mill Road to a wetland so that it can absorb 
foodwaters from upstream.” 

Ecological Stewardship 

“suggestion: lawn/landscape services must register 
with township and only use earth-friendly substances 
on Cheltenham properties—qualifed green landscape/ 
garden services can be recommended by the township.” 

“tax incentives for citizen households & businesses 
particularly along our creeks & throughout the township 
who take a workshop and naturalize their properties.” 

“in some cases, the removal & replacement of an old 
large tree makes sense. 

if the huge tree endangers the house in high winds 
(which are on the increase) the owner would be well 
advised to replace the tree with a smaller tree with a low 
canopy. if the replacement resulted in one or all three: 
1. a productive fruit or nut tree  2. an opened-up sunny 
area for a vegetable garden  3. an opened-up south 
facing roof for solar panels, then the property tax could 
be reduced.” 

“the households who have food gardens and compost 
bins could get a reduction in trash removal tax because 
mulching/composting recycles all organic matter  (yard 
waste, food scraps, leaves, even dryer lint) except milk & 
meat products. the more home-grown produce the less 
packaging, chemicals, disposables and other smag that’s 
thrown into the trash.” 

Healthy Living For All 

“neighborhood health Care/First aid Clinics model, Vir-
ginia beach, Va www.patientfrst.com  providing both 
services and information. 

Covering Cheltenham twp with neighborhood health 
Care/First aid Clinics: 

there are fve septa train stations each with ½ mile 
radius around them depicted on the “possible bike & 
mobility plans map”. a neighborhood health Clinic could 
be placed in each train station and we could serve the 
rest of the township neighborhoods by putting clinics 
in other public buildings, going from right to left on the 
rectangle that is our township, each location with ½ mile 
radius drawn around them: 

http://www.patientfirst.com
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Cheltenham train station 

elkins park school 

the township municipal building 

la mott Community Center 

Cheltenham school District administration building 

wyncote elementary school 

arcadia university 

north hills train station 

westminster theological seminary” 

Local Economy 

“local economy in “cottage industries” in our township. 
on our street alone there is a masonry contractor, gen-
eral contractor, book & manuscript seller, handyman, 
on-line apparel accessories sales, storyteller & watercolor 
& oils painter/teacher. the turtle artisans tour in Chel-
tenham revealed 20 diferent working studios in our 
township. in an oil crisis, some of these folks could man-
ufacture house wares locally. perhaps this map (“work 
from home” map) should show the cottage industries 
in our township—it may inspire more and even greater 
variety.” 

“Creating a local currency ($95 can buy 100 chelts), 
chelts are accepted by local merchants and citizen 
exchanges ($1=1chelt). this encourages local merchant 
patronage and cottage industry exchanges and the 
money stays within the community and stimulates our 
local economy. mt. airy is working on a local currency.” 

“a time bank can help facilitate goods and services 
exchanges among citizens who have skills to share and 
more time than money. this makes for satisfying provi-
sion and a happy alternative for our townspeople par-
ticularly in tough economic times. Good model:  www. 
timebankmedia.org” 

“Gift economy: skills and time and goodwill are ex-
changed among neighbors in a tight neighborhood. e.g. 
cooperative gardens & projects, tool lending, pot lucks & 
recipe swapping, meal sharing and shared bereavement 
& celebration.” 

http://www.timebankmedia.org
http://www.timebankmedia.org
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